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Highway Heritage Tourism on Route 66 
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What makes Route 66 Special? 
 

For Americans, it captures much of the mythology we identify in ourselves as a frontier, 

western expanding, freedom-loving, affluent, and mobile society. 

 

Historical continuity of western travel, from Wagons to Railroads to Automobiles 

 

Modern western migration: Dustbowl, Mobilization in WWII, 20th century western urbanization 

and migration 

 

60 yeas of rapid social, economic, and technological change that enhanced automobile and 

leisure culture in the US, and changed our landscape 

 

Wonderful way to explore America! 
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Route 66 and Tourism 
Early, strong promotional efforts: US Highway 66 Association 

 

 

 

 

 

Å Tourism Route: National Parks,  

Å Southwest, Disneyland, Hollywood 

 

 

 

 

Å European/International Fascination,  

generated through the Arts,  

capturing imagination of American West and California: 

literature, film, music, television 
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What is the Route 66 

experience today?  

 

A focus on authentic historic 

properties: 
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Road Memory Lane 

Lexington Illinois 

Ribbon Road 

Miami Oklahoma 

Abandoned Road, Petrified Forest National 

Park, Arizona 

Arroyo Seco 

Parkway, 

Pasadena, 

California 
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Bridges 

Gasconade River Bridge 

Hazelgreen, Missouri 

William Murray ñPonyò Bridge 

Hydro, Oklahoma 

Chain of Rocks Bridge, Saint Louis, Missouri over Mississippi River 
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Signs 

Sun and Sand Motel Sign 

Santa Rosa, New Mexico 

Skylark Motel,  

St. Clair, Missouri 

Manning Coffee, Los 

Angles California 
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Buildings: Restaurants 

Museum Club, Flagstaff, Arizona 

Lou Mitchellôs Coffee, Chicago, Illinois Del Rheaôs 

Chicken Basket, 

Willowbrook, 

Illinois 

Delgadilloôs 

Snow Cap, 

Seligman, 

Arizona 
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Buildings: Motels 

Aztec Motel, Monrovia, California 

Wigwam Motel, Holbrook, Arizona Boots Court, Carthage, Missouri 


