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Route 66

Established in 1926 as part of first federal highway system

Shortest, all-weather highway connecting industrial Midwest to
burgeoning west coast

2,400 miles long (85% still drivable)
Eight states (approx. 60 counties)
Decommissioned in 1985

6,64 Over 3,000 historic properties (est.)

ROUTE HMU“
ndﬁﬂ 66 “&m:ﬂ’

MAIN STI!IY O! AM(RICA o uo,




National Park Servi S
ational Far ervice SERVICE
m

National Trails Intermountain Region Department of the Interior E T

What makes Route 66 Special?

For Americans, it captures much of the mythology we identify in ourselves as a frontier,
western expanding, freedom-loving, affluent, and mobile society.

Historical continuity of western travel, from Wagons to Railroads to Automobiles

Modern western migration: Dustbowl, Mobilization in WWII, 20" century western urbanization
and migration

60 yeas of rapid social, economic, and technological change that enhanced automobile and
leisure culture in the US, and changed our landscape

Wonderful way to explore America!
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Route 66 and Tourism
Early, strong promotional efforts: US Highway 66 Association
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A European/International Fascination,

generated through the Arts,

capturing imagination of American West and California:
literature, film, music, television
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What Is the Route 66
experience today?

A focus on authentic historic
properties:
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Memory Lane
Lexington Illinois

Ribbon Road
Miami Oklahoma
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Abandoned Road, Petrified Forest National
Park, Arizona
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Gasconade River Bridge
Hydro, Oklahoma

Hazelgreen, Missouri
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Chain of Rocks Bridge, Saint Louis, Missouri over Mississippi River
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