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Measuring tourism at subnational levels necessarily requires paying special attention to the relation 
of tourism and sustainable development. It is precisely at such territorial levels where there is a 
need to measure and understand how tourism impacts sustainable development;  not just on the 
environment, but also on the economic and socio-cultural dimensions. Six years ago UNWTO 
supported the creation of INRouTe –a private non-profit organization-; both organizations signed a 
first Agreement in order to present to UNWTO a preliminary set of guidelines formally requested by 
the Sixth International Tourism Forum for Parliamentarians and Local Authorities (Cebu, Philippines, 
October 2008: “Request UNWTO to deliver general guidelines on measuring tourism at the regional 
and local levels regarding basic statistics, the tourism satellite account and the economic analysis of 
the contribution that tourism makes at those levels”).

The document provided to UNWTO (which has the same title as this session) has been prepared by 
INRouTe after six years of work of INRouTe members and other experts that have contributed. Recently, 
this document underwent a UNWTO Global discussion receiving very interesting comments. This 
document represents a milestone regarding addressing the measurement of tourism at subnational 
levels from a statistical perspective (meaning the use of concepts, definitions, classifications, 
accounting procedures and principles of recording, all of them necessary for gathering a set of basic 
statistical data and indicators ). It builds on UN statistical international standards- the International 
Recommendations for Tourism Statistics (IRTS 2008 and the Framework for the Development of 
Environmental Statistics (FDES 2013), as well as the corresponding macroeconomic accounting 
frameworks – the Tourism Satellite Account (TSA:RMF 2008) and the System of Environmental-
Economic Accounting (SEEA_CF 2012)-. The main objective is to set up a particular type of statistical 
initiative: a Regional Tourism Information System (R-TIS) conceived as a strategic project for the 
purpose of linking tourism, territory and sustainability in the perspective of the UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

INRouTe continues working in an advocacy of the relevance of measuring tourism at subnational 
levels with rigor and credibility so that key stakeholders at subnational levels can make informed 
decisions.  
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