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BACKGROUND 
 The measurement of ecotourism in the San Martin-Peru Region, from an ecosystem accounting 

perspective, is part of the Ecosystem Services Offering and Utilization Account, which is one of the 

Experimental Accounts of Ecosystems, which Were prepared and published by Conservation 

International (CI) in 2016, culminating the beginning of a great effort by the Government of the 

Department of San Martin, to incorporate the measurement of the contribution of natural capital in 

the economy. 

 

 This project originated under the framework of the "Ecosystem Values Assessment and Accounting" 

(EVA, for its acronym in English), with the support of the Ministry of the Environment, the National 

Institute of Statistics and Informatics and the Regional Government of San Martin-Peru, and with 

the collaboration of many institutions and individuals,. were essential for obtaining scientific and 

technical results. 
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CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES 
Context 

 

 The department of San Martin already has an experimental account of ecotourism, and there 
is interest in the Government of San Martin to continue working on its development. 
 

 San Martin has several tourist attractions: lakes, waterfalls, landscapes, forests, rivers 
 
 Local and international visitors arrive. 

 
 Ecotourism is an important source of income in the region and for local communities. 

 
 According to the ecosystem account, ecotourism represents more than 300 thousand days of 

visit per year and is growing. 
 

Goals 
 

• Project ecotourism in San Martin for the next 10 years 
 

• Demonstrate how the ecosystem account can be used for the development of regional 
policies. 

ECOSYSTEM ACCOUNTS DEVELOPED 

ECOSYSTEM ACCOUNTS 
Types of ecosystem 

services  
Ecosystem Services Ecosystem assets 

Statistical and Spatial 
Units 

Extension of the 
Ecosystem 

    

Forests, Scrub, 
Pajonales, 
Bofedales, Bodies of 
water 

Area of Ecosystem 
Reporting (ARE). Basic 
Space Unit (UEB). 
Ecosystem Assets 
(EA). Report Period 
(2009 to 2011 and 
2011 to 2013) 

Ecosystem Condition      

Supply and Use of 
ecosystem services 

Supply 

Wood 

Mountain meat 

Firewood 

Water 

Regulation 

Climate regulation 

Avoided 
sedimentation 

Cultural Ecotourism 

Extended Use and 
Supply Table 

    

Biodiversity     

Carbon and Ecosystems     

Water and Ecosystems      
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ANALYSIS, METHODS AND CALCULATIONS 
Analysis Methods  Data 

Mapping Identify and map the 

natural tourist points of 

each district of San Martin 

Map of ecosystems  

Cape of National Parks  

Cape Bird Observations 

  

  

Biophysical analysis  Investigate existing 

studies and databases to 

extract information on the 

number of tourist visits 

Number of visits 

Number of tourists - trade 

support  

Assessment 

  

Search available data for 

expenses. Multiply the 

number of visits with per 

capita spending for each 

site 

 Data on tourist spending, 

such as travel expenses, 

food costs, overnight costs 

and any other costs 

relevant to the visits 

Report Summarize results, create 
report 

Boxes pictures and 

figures produced with the 

results  
 
 

TOURISTIC DESTINATIONS FOR ECOSYSTEMS? IN 
PHYSICAL AND MONETARY TERMS, 2009 AND 2011 

Ecotourism supported by ecosystems was 250 thousand 
tourist days, generating 70 million PEN in 2009; 
Increasing in 2011 to more than 300 thousand tourist 
days, generating more than 100 million PEN. 
 
The humid montane forest supported the highest 
number of tourist days in the two years -229,003 in 
2009 and 281,794 in 2011, for being the largest. 

Shaded areas are protected areas 

ECOTOURISM IN PHYSICAL TERMS, BY ECOSYSTEMS 

Year Units 

Ecosystem Assets  Scrub  Pajonales   Cuerpos de agua    

 Aguajal  
 Humid high 

hill forest 

Humid forest 
of low hill and 

lomada 

 Humid 
mountain 

forest 

Wet forest of 
high terrace 

Humid forest 
of low and 

medium 
terrace 

 Herbazal 
hidrofitico 

Bush bush 
 Pajonal 

altoandino
/paramo  

Wetland   Water bodies  Total  

2009 # days-turist 6,699 1,369 844 229,003 3,585 8,013                 -                -                  -     904 250,417 

2011 # days-turist 8,410 730 963 281,794 4,404 3,230                 -                -                  -               -   1,180  300,711 

ECOTOURISM IN MONETARY TERMS, BY ECOSYSTEMS 

2009 PEN 1,858,022 379,578 234,064 63,511,394 994,389 2,222,437                 -                -                  -               -   250,706 69,450,590 

2011 PEN 2,819,823 244,915 267,068 94,480,339 1,476,700 1,083,106                 -                -                  -               -   395,300 100,844,941 
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ECOTOURISM, BY INSTITUTIONAL SECTORS, IN PHYSICAL AND MONETARY TERMS, 

2009 AND 2011 
 

In order to facilitate the integration of the ecosystem services account into conventional 
national accounts, they are grouped in the same way as in the national accounts, ie by 
institutional sectors, as can be seen in the following table. In which, it has not been 
possible to register by institutional sectors, for lack of information, and has registered 
only in total. This is a pending challenge. 

 
ECOTOURISM IN PHYSICAL TERMS, BY ECONOMIC SECTORS 

Year Units 

 ECONOMIC SECTORS 

 Financial and 
non-financial 

companies 
Homes 

 Public 
administration  

Rest of the world  
 Ecosystem 

Services 
 Total  

2,009  # days-turist                  -                 -                      -                       -   250,417 250,417 

2,011  # days-turist                  -                 -                      -                       -   300,711 300,711 

ECOTURISMO EN TERMINOS MONETARIOS, POR SECTORES ECONOMICOS 

2,009  PEN                   -                 -                      -                       -   69,199,884 69,450,590 

2,011  PEN                   -                 -                      -                       -   100,104,883 100,844,941 

Analysis of time series of tourist indicators 

• Time series data showing ecotourism indicators; ? Length of 
stays on the left side and number of visitors on the right 

The graph shows that there is a strong upward slope 
of the number of visitors, both national and 
international 
On the other hand its length of stays is diminishing 
sharply also. 
This contrasting trend may have some implications for 
the regional economy and the policies that will 
address them. 
 
An econometric analysis indicates that in the year 
2023 San Martin can expect about 1.7 million tourist 
days, with an average of 1.27 nights of stay / tourist. 
This 1.7 million days of tourism could be increased to 
over 2.5 million by only increasing the length of stays 
from 1.27 nights to 2 nights per tourist. 
So watch out for the sustainability of ecosystems in 
the future. 
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THE EVALUATION OF ECOTOURISM 
• We used spatial images from the Ministry of the Environment, with 

coordinates of the most important tourist points of San Martin, which 
include unnatural tourist spots such as archaeological sites, tourist sites in 
cities, etc., which were filtered for Exclude them from the database- 
 

• Then the coordinates were plotted, to obtain a graphical profile on the map 
of the ecosystem. 
 

• It created an area of 5 km of damping (territories adjacent to the natural 
areas). 
 

• Tourist places are usually run by the government. Therefore, their 
databases and documents gave us important information about tourist 
visits (existing studies and databases, for the number of tourists and the 
expenses they carry out). 
 

• The expenses per person and the total number of annual visits in the areas 
of tourist interest were used to obtain the economic value of ecotourism 
services. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
 That ecotourism is an important income in the Department of San Martin, that there is much 

interest in the government to continue with the experimental investigations of its measurement 

 Disaggregating the information required for the ecotourism component was a challenge and 
became a source of uncertainty. 

 There is interest in some regions for developing the ecotourism account, but they do not have 
the necessary resources 

 That it is necessary to disseminate and socialize among the national and regional government 
agencies, as well as in academic circles, the results obtained by Conservation International. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 We recommend the implementation of an ecotourism account suitable for San Martin 

 Strengthen government tourism services for visitor guidance 

 That internal tourism surveys include data on visits to tourist attractions of natural ecosystems 

 That the conventional tourism satellite account could be disaggregated into two different sub-
sectors: (a) conventional tourism and (b) sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, to avoid 
double counting 

 Evaluate the full potential of the ecotourism sector of San Martín 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!!! 


