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More than 20 years after the incorporation of satellite accounting systems into the economic accounts 
measurement scheme (SNA 1993), users of information have benefited from a tool that allows to 
expand the central framework of national accounts so as to include the functional analysis of sectors 
of general interest. Mexico has not been the exception and through the National Institute of Statistics 
and Geography (INEGI) has been developing for several years different satellite accounts, including 
the environment and tourism

A very important step in the development of satellite accounts is to establish bridges between 
different accounts in order to satisfy the demand for information for decision-making and to reduce 
uncertainty when establishing strategies to get the most out of activities as important as tourism, 
considering the unrestricted attachment for the environment protection.

Currently, the measurement of sustainable tourism is a challenge, as it involves not only harmonizing 
concepts and classifiers from different fields of study, but also coordinating efforts in countries, 
regions and the international community to take agreements that result in successful formulas to 
measure the wealth generated by tourism in the regions and the environmental boundary, but also 
the costs associated with economic actions, considering both negative and positive externalities to 
the environment.

The results obtained, although not so visible immediately, can be gradually elucidated, which will 
allow, in the same way, to constitute a base to support the potential of localities through tourism, 
to identify the link between the environmental boundary and tourism, to identify the non-economic 
benefits from tourism activity, to identify the flows of provisioning and recreational services used 
by tourism, to comply with international agendas (SDG, Aichi Targets, MST) and dimension the 
environmental impact derived from tourism, among other issues.

A quick route to get these measurements in the short term is to take advantage of the information 
and tools that are available, and that in our case start with a very simple idea: the combination of 
information shapes in maps and economic variables referenced through economic censuses. This 
allows a quick overview of the contribution to the economy of regions or LCU’s, such as Protected 
Natural Areas (PNA).
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