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Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe Forum (26-27 October, Vilnius, Lithuania) 

 

Alla Peressolova 

The synergies between the United Nations World Tourism Organization and the Enlarged 

Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe  

 

Dear participants and route representatives, 

Dear panellists and colleagues, 

Dear ladies and gentlemen, 

 

First of all, I would like to thank the organizers most dearly for providing me with an opportunity to 

deliver a speech at the Advisory Forum. 

 

It is great to be among colleagues and to learn first-hand of the various initiatives currently being 

developed across Europe and beyond. 

 

As to myself, I head the programme aimed at developing the UNWTO Silk Road, currently embracing 

33 countries and, in the following, I would like to underline the synergies between the UNWTO and 

the Council of Europe.  

 

However, before I actually proceed to outline them, please allow to frame the question at hand.  

 

As all attendees know, no two routes are the same, neither in outreach, vision or initiatives 

developed, and yet all share very similar difficulties or tasks. 

 

No matter if the route is locally focused or, as is the case with the Silk Road, spans across three 

continents, the development of routes requires a high level of organisational skills, plenty of nerves 

and a diplomatic nature.  

 

Moreover, the task is even further complicated if one bears in mind the not always easy relationship 

between the spheres of culture and tourism. What was once falsely perceived as two sectors 

pursuing opposite goals is now correctly viewed as an interdependent partnership.  

 

Taking the complexity of the question in hand, there is a great opportunity for the international 

Organizations to join their efforts to provide deeper support to the transnational routes.  

 

Indeed the UNWTO and the Council of Europe have a long history of enriching relations, partnership 

and cooperation.  

 

Both our Organizations stand for the sustainable development, preservation of heritage and 

international understanding. The Organizations provide a collaborative platform for the member 
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states to cooperate and promote sustainable and responsible tourism. We are both strongly 

committed to endorse sustainable tourism development in the field of cultural routes.  

The UNWTO has long been promoting the role of cultural itineraries, namely through the Silk Road 

initiative, but also with our engagement with others such as the Amber Route, the Great Tea Routes 

and the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe. 

 

Since the Advisory Forum of the Cultural Routes in Colmar in 2012, our two Organizations decided to 

formalise the cooperation.  

 

The Memorandum of Cooperation, which I had an honour to hand over to Mr Stefano Dominioni, is a 

result of our joint efforts to enhance our cooperation. 

 

The main objectives of this Memorandum are to promote and foster close collaboration; to identify 

initiatives of common interest and to build on each other’s comparative advantages in the field of 

tourism and culture.  

 

We foresee our cooperation through sharing of knowledge and expertise; joint research, capacity 

building and the UN International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development 

 

 The United Nations has declared 2017 an International Year of Sustainable Tourism for 

Development, assigning the UNWTO as a lead Organization. This International Year aims to raise 

awareness on the contribution of sustainable tourism to development and is indeed an opportunity for 

the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe to work together with the UNWTO. 

 

 There are numerous possible synergies when it comes to developing Silk Road tourism: our 

mission is to drive sustainable and responsible development of tourism along the historic routes. 

Recently launched joint project of the UNWTO and the European Commission, Western Silk Road 

Initiative, has a strong collaboration potential with the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe.  

 

The project aims at revitalizing the Silk Road heritage located within an area of the EU Member 

States, the Mediterranean basin, the Caucasus and the European Regions of the Russian 

Federation. 

 

The project is designed to create new opportunities for destinations and tourism stakeholders 

interested in cross-border partnerships and development of novel products focused on untapped Silk 

Road heritage.  

 

This project includes development of a Western Silk Road brand research and handbook and 

organization of two capacity building workshops as well as the establishment of a Western Silk Road 

work group. The work group, open to public and private stakeholders alike, aims to ensure the 

efficacy and long-term viability of the project. 
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As the work on the Western Silk Road focuses on the EU and neighbouring countries, I believe there 

is a high potential of cooperation with certain cultural routes of the Council of Europe which have 

common Silk Road heritage.  

 

Moreover that is my strong believe that the Western Silk Road initiative presents a possibility for the 

preparation of the Western Silk Road nomination for the certification of the Council of Europe. I am 

compelled that it has a potential of becoming a cultural route promoting intercultural dialogue and 

understanding based on the common heritage of the Silk Road and offering a new experience to the 

travellers. We are looking at how the experience and knowledge of the European Cultural Routes 

could be integrated into our efforts: making the most of your best-practices and cooperation 

possibilities.  

 

 The other example of the collaboration is joint efforts on tourist product development of the 

Phoenicians´ Route. The work on this project has started in January 2016 in close cooperation with 

the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes, the UNWTO and other partners. The project 

aims at developing a collaborative platform and promoting visitor itineraries along the historical 

Phoenicians routes as well as to sustain a network of practitioners and community ambassadors.  

 

 Certainly, there are opportunities for collaboration in capacity building, based on the success 

of the capacity building workshop, organised by the Themis Foundation for the cultural routes 

managers in Gaillac, the city of the Cultural Route of the Iter Vitis, in 2014.   

 

 Since 2015 the UNWTO has been developing Gastronomy Network, an interactive platform 

of sharing relevant information on the topic of gastronomy. The Gastronomy network action plan 

covers various activities, such as global reports on Food Tourism, World Forums on Food and 

development of the Prototype on Gastronomy and Wine Tourism as well as various workshops and 

conferences.  

 

 Wellness and health, a reference of some of the cultural routes, was a focus of the UNWTO 

roundtable ‘Exploring Health Tourism’ held in July 2016, as well as religious heritage, which was 

discussed at the UNWTO conference “Religious Heritage and Tourism: How to increase 

religious heritage tourism in a changing society” earlier this month in Utrecht. This conference 

had the honour to count upon the presence of Stefano Dominioni.  

 

 Another example of fruitful cooperation is the inclusion of the experience of Cultural Routes 

in the Global Report on Cultural Routes and Itineraries and a handbook on Marketing 

Transnational Tourism Themes and Routes, which should shortly be published. 

  

 The UNWTO is a unique organization in the UN family having a system of affiliate 

membership, open to public and private bodies, concerned with specialised interest in tourism. This 
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system of membership provides an international platform to interact and to join the UN efforts to 

generate innovative products.  

 

Dear friends, 

 

In my speech I have outlined major synergies between our Organizations and cultural routes. Surely I 

have only provided a few insights, yet I hope this speech has served to frame the question at hand.   

 

Thank you very much for your kind attention.  

 

 

 

 

 


