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1) Executive summary 

The Phoenicians’ Cultural Route is the network of the great nautical courses which Phoenicians   used 

since the twelfth century B.C. as their main trade lines of communication in the Mediterranean Sea. It was 

incorporated into the programme of Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe in 2003 as an international 

route crossing three continents, 18 Mediterranean countries and more than 80 towns of Phoenician – 

Punic origin and culture.  

An ad-hoc Working Group comprising public and private sector stakeholders and international 

organizations, met twice in January and May 2016 and developed a roadmap and action plan for the 

implementation of the Phoenicians´ Route Cultural Tourism Programme.  

As a first step to implement the Programme, UNWTO, the Council of Europe (EPACR-EICR) and the 

Ministry of Tourism of Lebanon have jointly developed and will present three pilot cultural route tourism 

itineraries to discuss them with stakeholders and specifically tour operators at the World Travel Market in 

London, UK.  

The presented tourism itineraries will be differentiated from what is currently offered on the market since 

they will aim at fostering intercultural dialogue, involving local communities, including cultural events and 

providing a holistic experience to tourists. The tourism itineraries will also be economically, socially and 

environmentally sustainable. 

The three transnational pilot tourism itineraries were selected to create a signature tourist experience in 

different geographic areas (Eastern, Central, Western) from the Mediterranean, with a theme designated 

to highlight the cultural heritage and the history of the Phoenicians in these particular sites. 

The three pilot cultural route tourism itineraries that were developed are:  

 

I) The Origin (Itinerary 1) covers the countries of Lebanon, Cyprus and Greece (Eastern 

Mediterranean). It offers an experiential unique journey of discovery of the origins of the 

Phoenicians in the cities where it all started. 

 

II) The Punics and the sea (Itinerary 2) crosses Italy, Malta and Tunisia (Central 

Mediterranean). It offers an extended excursion to the Punic settlements where Phoenicians’ 

trade and culture flourished in the heart of the Mediterranean. 

 

III) The Expanison (Itinerary 3) includes France and Spain(Western Mediterranean). It 

constitutes an expedition following the expansion of the Phoenicians from East to West 

Mediterranean along the maritime trade routes. 
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2) Background 

1. The Phoenicians’ Cultural Route is the network of the great nautical courses which Phoenicians   

used since the twelfth century B.C. as their main trade lines of communication in the 

Mediterranean Sea. These routes became an integral and basic part of the Mediterranean 

culture.  

 

2. The Phoenicians’ Cultural Route was incorporated into the programme of Cultural Routes of the 

Council of Europe in 2003 as an international route crossing three continents, 18 Mediterranean 

countries and more than 80 towns of Phoenician – Punic origin and culture. These cities and 

towns were the stopping places on a journey along the whole of the Mediterranean Sea through 

which people exchanged goods, knowledge and experience. The Council of Europe created a 

good basis of work by establishing and developing the Phoenicians´ Cultural Route. 

 

3. An ad-hoc Working Group comprising public and private sector stakeholders and international 

organizations, met twice in January and May 2016 and developed a roadmap and action plan for 

the implementation of the Phoenicians´ Route Cultural Tourism Programme. The latter aims to 

create tourism itineraries and plan other supporting actions based on the Cultural Route that the 

Council of Europe has established so far. 

 

4. The programme aims at developing a collaborative platform that would deliver immediate and 

long-term socio-economic impacts in the region by leveraging existing knowledge and expertise 

to support communities, using present assets and infrastructure, mobilizing public and private 

sector influencers to realize a profitable future that protects and builds on the heritage of the 

Phoenicians, engages all citizens and visitors, creates jobs and fosters creativity and innovation. 

 

5. Main activities: 

 

a. Cultural tourism itineraries: Select, develop and promote three pilot cultural route 

tourism itineraries along the Phoenicians´ Route, in the light of the results of a 

comprehensive route analysis, including mapping of sites, assets, infrastructure and 

services, as well as market research, communication and awareness building. 

 

b. Stakeholders engagement and capacity building: Organize workshops and training 

courses for tour operators and local communities in participating destinations and further 

commitment will be sought to enhance the quality of visitor experiences 
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c. Travel facilitation: Work on simplifying the process of obtaining visas to countries that 

form part of the Phoenicians´ Route Cultural Tourism Programme, and providing 

differentiated treatment to facilitate tourist travel and transportation.  

 

d. Marketing and promotion: Develop a marketing and communication plan based on the 

routes’ brand vision and proposition, supported with specific promotional campaigns and 

a website designed to build on the existing platform and content and maximize the 

opportunity to share resources and expertise. 

 

6. Expected outcomes: 

 

a. Iconic visitor itineraries and signature experiences will be developed and promoted 

along the historical routes of the Phoenicians. 

 

b. A network of practitioners, as well as destination and community ambassadors will be 

established; guidelines and recommended practices will shared among the programme’s 

partners.  

 

c. The common heritage (both tangible and intangible) inherited from the Phoenicians´ 

civilization will be protected and valued. 

 

d. Tangible socio-economic benefits (particularly investment, business and employment 

opportunities, support to local culture products and traditions) will be brought to local 

communities, through sustainable tourism development. 

 

e. The values of cross-cultural dialogue, understanding and solidarity will be promoted 

across the Mediterranean region, thus strengthening peace and security in the region. 

 

 

7. UNWTO, the Council of Europe (EPACR-EICR) and the Ministry of Tourism of Lebanon have 

jointly developed and will present three pilot cultural route tourism itineraries to discuss them with 

stakeholders and specifically tour operators at the World Travel Market in London, UK. The 

presented tourism itineraries will be differentiated from what is currently offered on the market 

since they will aim at fostering intercultural dialogue, involving local communities, including 

cultural events and providing a holistic experience to tourists. Additionally the tourism itineraries 

will be economically, socially and environmentally sustainable, transnational and will each have a 

common theme. 
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8. The main objectives of the meeting will be to: 

a. Raise awareness about the importance and potential of the Council of Europe certified 

Cultural Route and the cultural route tourism itineraries along the Phoenicians´ Route 

 

b. Encourage public and private sector stakeholders to connect and discuss possible joint 

activities and partnerships especially in developing tourism itineraries 

3) Criteria 

9. UNWTO together with the Council of Europe and the Ministry of Tourism of Lebanon, led and 

managed the selection and development of three pilot cultural route tourism itineraries along the 

Phoenicians´ Route, in the light of the results of the situation analysis and the information 

collected from the first and second working groups. Some good examples of itineraries already 

developed by la Rotta dei Fenici were used in the initial stage and built upon.  

 

10. The choice of the pilot tourism itineraries developed were based on various factors such as:  the 

visitor experiences that are most motivating and compelling, in the best strategic locations that 

are easy to reach, attractive to tourists and safe to visit.  

 

11. The three pilot tourism itineraries were divided to different geographic areas (Eastern, Central, 

Western) to cover the Mediterranean and be truly representative of the whole Phoenicians´ 

Route. A theme was designated for each tourism itineraries based on the sites and activities 

available and the history of the Phoenicians in these particular sites. The tourism itineraries´ 

themes and experiences were informed and enhanced by the information provided from the 

countries involved and the research and data provided by the La Rotta dei Fenici. 

 

12. It was agreed that the developed tourism itineraries would represent the shared vision among 

governments of the Mediterranean region on sustainable tourism experiences and products, 

underpinned by responsible tourism  practices and visitor management systems at Phoenicians’ 

sites and inspired by UNESCO´s guidelines on  sustainable tourism at World Heritage sites, as 

well as by provisions of UNWTO´s and the Council of Europe´s relevant legislative frameworks, 

including its Convention-based instruments such as the European Landscape Conventions, the 

Faro, Valletta and Granada Conventions, and the UN Sustainable Development  Goals (SDGs) 

and  the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production 

Patterns (10-YFP).  
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3.1 Criteria for Cultural Route Tourism Itinerary of the Phoenicians´ Route 

 

13. Destinations and sites  

- Each cultural route tourism itinerary will cover an area with historical and cultural 

significance.  

- The brand, theme and storytelling will be based on science and research.  

- The sites will ideally be member of the Cultural Route network certified by the Council of 

Europe. 

- The destinations will offer necessary infrastructure and provide accommodation and 

tourism services following the principles of sustainability (social, economical and 

environmental), ethics, social responsibility, community engagement and accessibility 

(cultural, time, spatial, financial) promoted by UNWTO and the Council of Europe. 

- The sites will propose a range of activities linked to the theme of the cultural route. 

 

14. Tourism activities and experiences 

- The activities proposed by the sites will be coherent with the principles and values 

promoted by the Council of Europe (5 main fields of action as in CM/Res (2013) 67) and 

UNWTO : 

1. Co-operation in research and development; 

 

2. Enhancement of Phoenicians´ memory, history and heritage. In particular by: 

- Promoting the Phoenicians´ heritage sites and areas other than the generally 

visited monuments, in particular in rural areas, but also in industrial areas in the 

process of economic restructuring;  

- Protecting the physical and intangible heritage of ethnic or social minorities in 

Europe and the Mediterranean; and 

- Training and raising awareness among decision makers, practitioners and the 

general public of the complex concept of heritage, the necessity to protect, interpret 

and communicate it, as a means for sustainable development, and the challenges 

and opportunities it represents for the future of Europe and the Mediterranean.  

 

3. Cultural and educational exchanges for young travelers. In particular by: 

- Including the organisation of activities with groups of young people in order to 

promote in-depth exchanges aimed at developing the concept of European 

citizenship, enriched by its diversity; 
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- Placing emphasis on personal and real experiences through the use of places and 

contacts. 

 

4. Contemporary cultural and artistic practice. In particular by: 

- Highlighting in contemporary cultural and artistic practice the most innovative 

practices in terms of creativity, and linking them with the history of skills 

development, whether they belong to the field of visual arts, performing arts, 

creative crafts, architecture, music, literature or any other form of cultural 

expression.  

 

5. Cultural tourism and sustainable cultural development. In particular by: 

- Taking account of local, regional, national and European identities;  

- Involving print and broadcast media and making full use of the potential of 

electronic media in order to raise awareness of the cultural objectives of the 

projects; 

- Promoting dialogue between urban and rural cultures, between regions in the 

south, north, east and west of Europe and the Mediterranean, and between 

developed and disadvantaged regions;  

- Promoting dialogue and mutual understanding between majority and minority, 

native and immigrant cultures; 

- Opening up possibilities for co-operation between Europe and other continents 

through the special affinities between certain regions;  

- Raising public awareness and drawing decision makers' attention to the necessity 

of protecting tangible and intangible heritage as part of sustainable development of 

the territory and seek to diversify both supply and demand, with a view to fostering 

the development of quality tourism with a European dimension; and 

- Seeking partnerships with public and private organisations, active in the field of 

tourism in order to develop tourist products and tools targeting all potential publics. 

 

15. Local communities 

- The tourism itineraries will create job opportunities and foster socio-economic 

development. 

- The local communities will be involved in the development of the tourism itineraries and 

activities. 

- The activities proposed as part of the tourism experience will promote intercultural 

dialogue; between inhabitants and visitors and among visitors coming from different cultural 

backgrounds. 
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- The calendar of activities proposed along each Cultural Route tourism itinerary will give 

reason for repeat visits in different moments of the year and to discover the other itineraries 

along the Cultural Route. 

- The interpretation and storytelling will remind the visitor about the site being a member of a 

wider transnational cultural route. 

 

16. Tourism market 

Tourism itineraries products should: 

- Be transnational (include 2 or more countries). 

- Have a specific start and end place and date. 

 

Tour operators and tourism actors are encouraged to: 

- Have a quality assurance system; 

- Use environmental friendly products and services; 

- Have a set of local products providers; 

- Integrate ethics, environment protection and responsible tourism principles in their product; 

- Have a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) system. 

 

Target groups should: 

- Be interested in a cultural, sustainable, ethic and social tourism;  

- One of the target group to be considered is the school tourism. 
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4) Itineraries 
 

17. The cultural and commercial paths of communication that all the ancient Mediterranean 

civilizations used, by linking the shores of three continents that overlook this sea, are the basis of 

Mediterranean history and culture. To retrace them, means to make a journey through time, 

rediscovering places of ancient charm, proofs of a past that link together different 

contemporaneous civilizations. It also means to follow the path of an intercultural Mediterranean 

dialogue that should be the foundation of the relationships between the population living around 

this sea today.  In the Mediterranean Sea, the differences are the identities that together 

compose one culture. 

 

18. In the Mediterranean area where the Phoenicians´ Route is situated, three cultural route tourism 

itineraries were developed:  

I. The Origin (covering the eastern area of the Mediterranean) 

II. The Punics and the sea (covering the central area of the Mediterranean) 

III. The Expansion (covering the western area of the Mediterranean) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Map of the three cultural route tourism itineraries  



11 
 

4.1 Cultural Route Tourism Itinerary 1: The Origin  

Lebanon, Cyprus, Greece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Map of the cultural route tourism itinerary 1: The origin of the Phoenicians 

4.1.1 Outline 

 

 

 

 

4.1.2 Theme 

 

19. The origins of the Phoenician civilization are found in today's Lebanon, a country from which this 

civilization expanded around the Mediterranean trading and developing a dialogue with all the 

contemporary civilization. The ancient Phoenician cities of Tyr, Sidon, Byblos, Beirut, Sarafand 

and Baalbek now feature the remains of the Phoenicians ‘civilization´ sites as well as new cities 

and ports built by civilizations who followed, particularly the Romans. Starting from the coast of 

Lebanon, the Phoenicians first moved to Cyprus, another focal area for trade at that period, and 

from there to Greece and the West.  

 

20. The mythology has represented all this through the history of Europe, daughter of the King of 

Tyre, who was abducted by Zeus in the guise of a white bull that seduced her and once she got 

on his back, carried her to the west. This is why the lands of the west took the name: Europe. The 

Brand Name The Origin 

Theme The origin of the Phoenicians´civilization 

Countries to visit Lebanon-Cyprus-Greece 

Start and End Place Byblos (Lebanon) – Rhodes (Greece) 

Duration 9 Days 
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history of the Phoenicians and the move of the civilization from East to West has also brought 

products that now make up the Mediterranean essence: salt, oil, wine and wheat.  

 

21. Therefore, Lebanon is the key to understand and learn more about the Mediterranean culture. 

There, all landscapes are as if suspended in time, in a cross between past and present. The 

archaeological sites and cities expose the heritages of different civilizations who have lived in this 

small land between sea and mountains. However, the remains of the Phoenicians´ heritages are 

often not very visible; the layers dating back to that era are under the vestiges of other great 

civilizations. The famous port of Tyr for example, is now submerged.  

 

22. Interacting with the people living there today and getting immersed in their lifestyle, traditions and 

gastronomy is like following the traces of the Phoenicians´ civilization and their descendants. For 

example to meet the fishermen and the boat builders in the port of Tyr enables one to understand 

the close relationship, since Phoenician times until today, between man and sea. The sea being 

one of the main elements that unites the Mediterranean and the means by which ancient 

civilizations were able to move, expand and trade. These travels are the basis of the 

contemporary civilization in the Mediterranean, built on: intercultural dialogue, exchanges, 

technical knowledge and know-how. 

 

23. Therefore, the cultural route tourism itinerary 1: The Origin offers an experiential unique journey 

of discovery of the origins of the Phoenicians in the cities where it all started, beginning with 

Lebanon, passing through Cyprus and ending in Greece.  

4.1.3 Daily activities 

 

Day Sites  Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Byblos – Becharee 

Byblos: 
- Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Greek and Roman sites 
- The L-shaped Temple of Resheph 
- The Temple of Baalat  Gebal 
- Local artisans 
 
Becharee: 
- Visit to Gibran Museum 
- Kozhaya,  part of the Lebanon's World Heritage-listed 
Holy Valley 
- Monastery of St Anthony 
- Chapel of Mart Chmouni (Saint Chmouni) 
- Chapel of saydet Hawqa (Our Lady of Hawqa) 
- Deir Es Salib (Monastery of the cross) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tyr: 
- World Heritage site 
- Visit to Al-Mina Archaeological Site 
- Fishing Harbour & Souqs 
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2 Tyr - Sidon - 
Sarafand  

- Tomb of Hiram 
 

Sidon:   
-Visit to the Sidon Sea Castle  
-Visit to the Castle of Saint-Louis 
- Great Mosque 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
Baalbek - Ksara 

 
Baalbek: 
- Walking tour around this ancient town 
- Visit to the Baalbek Heliopolis temples:  

 Temple of Jupiter 

 Temple of Bacchus 

 Temple of Venus 

 Temple of Mercury 

 Boustan el Khan 
 

Ksara: 
- Visit to Ksara Caves 

 
4 

 
Beirut 

 
Beirut: 
- Visit to the National Archaeological Museum 

5 Transfer Beirut 
(Lebanon) to Paphos 
(Cyprus) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
Paphos 

 
Paphos:  
- Visit to Tombs of the Kings 
- Visit to Agora, Asklipieion & Odeion 
- Visit to Saranta Kolones Fortress 
- Water sports, hiking, biking, winter skiing 
- Wine tasting tours  
- Paphos Forest 

 
 
 

7 

 
 
 
Larnaca  

 
Larnaca: 
- Visit to Ancient Kourion 
- Visit to Troödos Mountains’ 
- Visit to Episkopi Bay 
- Choirokoitia UNESCO World Heritage Site: Neolithic 
settlement 

8 Nicosia- Transfer 
Larnaca (Cyprus) to 
Rhodes (Greece) 

 
Nicosia: 
-Visit to Museum of Nicosia 

 
 
 
 
 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
Rhodes 

 
Rhodes: 
UNESCO World Heritage site 
- Visit to Old Town 
- Visit to the Palace of the Grand Master  
- Visit to museum of archeology 
- Visit to visit of the Valley of butterflies 
- Visit to Epta Piges' (Seven Springs) 
- Visit to Hydrobiological Station of Rhodes (Marine 
Aquarium) 
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Day 1: Byblos-Becharee 

24. Byblos, modern Jbail, is one of the oldest continuously inhabited towns in the world, located on 

the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, about 20 miles (30 km) north of the modern city of Beirut. 

The archaeological sites of Byblos combine Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Greek and Roman ruins which 

include the remains of city ramparts dating from the 3rd and 2nd millennium BC; three temples; 

and a Roman theatre overlooking the sea. In the Roman period (64 BC–395 AD), the streets 

were lined with colonnades and sculptures adorned most public places. Interestingly, the layout 

wasn't according to the usual Roman grid, instead being adapted to the existing monuments on 

the site. The L-shaped Temple of Resheph dates from the 3rd millennium BC, and is thought to 

have been burned down during the Amorite invasions. More recent (early 2nd century BC) are 

the remains of the Obelisk Temple; the 1500 gold-covered votive offerings in the shape of human 

figures discovered here in the 20th century, and now displayed at Beirut’s National Museum. The 

site's oldest temple, the Temple of Baalat Gebal (the Mistress of Byblos), dates back to the 4th 

century BC, this was the largest and most important temple constructed at Byblos, dedicated to 

Aphrodite during the Roman period, and was rebuilt a number of times over its two-millennia long 

survival. Many temple findings, including alabaster vase fragments inscribed with the names of 

Old Kingdom pharaohs, are today also housed in the National Museum. The six standing 

columns approaching the temple are the vestiges of a Roman colonnaded street dating from 300 

AD. Some of the sarcophagi found here are now housed in the National Museum, including that 

of King Hiram, whose sarcophagus has one of the earliest Phoenician alphabet inscriptions in the 

world. Close the archaeological site is a traditional Phoenician port surrounded by restaurants 

offering Lebanese and Mediterranean cuisine.  Traditional souks can also be found in Byblos, 

with paved and small stores where local artisans display some typical handicrafts.  

 

25. Continuing inland there are the Cedars of Lebanon, a stunning grove of cedar trees that 

represent the country. On this trip it is possible discover the villages of Becharee and Kozhaya, 

which are famous mainly for their magnificent, excellently preserved sites, such as the Gibran 

Museum and the Monastery of St Anthony, which was built partly into the mountain and boasts 

beautiful views of the forest. In this area can also be found the Holy Valley, a World Heritage 

Listed site, where Maronites once hid during the turbulent Ottoman period. By walking around the 

forest, tourists can learn about the strong, straight and wonderfully scented wood once prized 

worldwide. 
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Day 2: Tyr-Sidon-Sarafand 

 

26. South of Beirut encompasses the towns of Tyr (Sour), Sidon (Saida), Sarafand (Sarepta).These 

are some of the most important cities in Lebanon with wonderful buildings such as the Crusader 

Cathedral of Tyr, the Sidon Sea Castle, and Sarafand (Sarepta) a Phoenicians city famous for the 

glass industry.  

 

27. After a one-hour drive from Beirut, the day trip starts in the antique town of Tyr that was the great 

Phoenician city that reigned over the seas and founded prosperous colonies such as Cadiz and 

Carthage. According to legend, Tyr was the place of the discovery of purple pigment also called 

Tyrian purple. From the 5th century B.C., when Herodotus of Halicarnassus visited Tyr, it was 

built for the most part on an island reportedly impregnable, considered one of the oldest 

metropolises of the world, and according to tradition founded in 2750 B.C. Tyr succumbed to the 

attack of Alexander of Macedonia who had blocked the straits by a dike. First a Greek city, and 

then a Roman city were constructed on this site, which is now a promontory.  

 

28. Tyr was directly associated to several points in the history of humanity, including the production 

of purple pigment reserved for royalty and nobility, the construction in Jerusalem of the Temple of 

Solomon, thanks to the material and architect sent by the King Hiram of Tyr; and the exploration 

of the seas by hardy navigators who founded prosperous trading centers as far away as the 

western Mediterranean, that ultimately assured a quasi-monopoly of the important maritime 

commerce for the Phoenician city. The historic role of Tyr declined at the end of the period of the 

Crusades. 

 

29. In the modern town of Soûr, the property consists of two distinct sites: the one of the town, on the 

headland, and the one of the Necropolis of El Bass, on the continent. The site of the town 

comprises important archaeological vestiges, a great part of which is submerged. The most 

noteworthy structures are the vestiges of the Roman baths, the two palaestrae, the arena, the 

Roman colonnaded road, the residential quarter, as well as the remains of the cathedral built in 

1127 by the Venetians and some of the walls of the ancient Crusader castle. The sector of Tyr El 

Bass, constituting the principal entrance of the town in antique times, comprises the remains of 

the necropolis, on either side of a wide monumental causeway dominated by a Roman triumphal 

arch dating from the 2nd century AD. Among the other vestiges are an aqueduct and the 

hippodrome of the 2nd century, one of the largest of the Roman world.  

 

 

http://lonelyplanet.com/lebanon/beirut
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinationRedirector?atlasId=361105
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinationRedirector?atlasId=361104
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30. In 1984 UNESCO designated the historic town a World Heritage site. The inner city has also 

retained its industrious maritime character and its interesting old-style houses. Formerly a popular 

venue for invasions by the Persians, Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Crusaders and 

Mamluks, these days it is more popular especially for its sweets and soap. 

 

31. The Al-Mina Archaeological Site in Tyr dates to the third millennium BC, these atmospheric ruins 

cover a large area leading down to an ancient submerged harbour. Highlights include a street 

paved with geometrical Roman and Byzantine mosaics, on each side, with rows of large columns. 

There is also an unusually large public Roman bathhouse from the 2nd or 3rd century AD and a 

4th-century rectangular arena that would have held up to 2000 spectators, perhaps to watch 

some sort of ancient water sport. 

 

32. Additionally, there are the fishing Harbour and Souqs, small but bustling with activity, the fishing 

harbour is the most picturesque part of Tyr, with its brightly colored wooden boats and old-

fashioned boat repair shops. There are also a couple of fish restaurants and cafés that overlook 

the water and make a good vantage point for watching the scene.Behind them, running from east 

to west, lie Tyr's Ottoman-era souqs, which aren't as extensive as those of Sidon and Tripoli, but 

are still lively and interesting to explore. 

 

33. As you walk around the northern side of the harbour, you come to the city's Christian quarter, 

where there are six churches (one ruined) reflecting Lebanon's multitude of Christian 

denominations. They are surrounded by narrow, winding residential streets, some lined with old 

houses, and make for a pleasant wander. Heading south, past the lighthouse, there are fantastic 

views of the sea. 

 

34. Tomb of Hiram. Around 6 Km southeast of Tyr, on the road to Qana, is a huge limestone tomb 

with a large pyramid-shaped top, rising to an overall height of almost 6 meters. Although some 

scholars say that it dates back to midway through the 1st millennium BC, most likely to the 

Persian period (525-332 BC), it is locally known as Qabr Hiram, and has traditionally been 

associated with Hiram, the famous king of Tyr, who ruled some 500 years earlier.  Below the 

sarcophagus are large stone steps (now blocked) and a rock-cut cave, which were first 

discovered by the French theologist and historian Ernest Renan. When he started excavations at 

the foot of the tomb in the mid-19th century, he found an even earlier staircase connected to the 

mausoleum’s foundations. There are other signs of tombs in the area as well as a sanctuary.  

 

35. The city of Sidon is a thriving commercial center serving the entire region. Set amid thick citrus 

and banana groves, this port town 45km south of Beirut was once a rich and flourishing 



17 
 

Phoenician city, with tight trade links to ancient Egypt and a globally renowned glass-making 

industry. These days it's best known for its fresh fruit and its sweets.  

 

36. Traces of Sidon’s rich history can still be found all over town, with many ancient remnants in the 

Old City. Unlike pretty Byblos to the north, Sidon makes few concessions to tourists: here, the 

history is very much part of everyday life, and while this means that options for accommodation 

and eating out are fairly limited, it also offers a stronger sense of DIY exploration than some of 

Lebanon’s busier destinations. The small tourist office is open in the high season only. Tourists 

can admire the ruins of the Sidon Sea Castle and the Castle of Saint-Louis, known as the Land 

Castle, explore the impressive Great Mosque, and hear how it was built in the 16th century on the 

foundations of a Crusader building.  

 

Day 3: Baalbek - Ksara 

37. Leaving Beirut in the morning to Baalbek, located approximately 85 km from Beirut. The city of 

Baalbek is famous mainly for it superb, excellently preserved ancient site. Known as the Heliopolis 

or ‘Sun City’ of the ancient world, Baalbek’s ruins comprise the most impressive ancient site 

in Lebanon and are arguably the best preserved in the Middle East. The temples here, which were 

built on an extravagant scale, have enjoyed a stellar reputation throughout the centuries yet still 

manage to maintain the appealing air of an undiscovered wonder due to their semi-rural setting. 

The town hosts the annual Baalbek International Festival (www.baalbek.org.lb). 

 

38. The Baalbek Heliopolis, a group of Roman temples and other structures are some of the largest 

and best-preserved examples of Roman architecture left in Lebanon. Discover the Temple of 

Jupiter, principal temple of the Baalbek triad, remarkable for its 20 meters high columns that 

surround the cellar, and the gigantic stones of its terrace. The adjacent temple dedicated to 

Bacchus, it is richly and abundantly decorated and of impressive dimensions with its monumental 

gate sculpted with Bacchic figures. The Round Temple or Temple of Venus differs in its originality 

of layout as well as its refinement and harmonious forms, in a city where other sanctuaries are 

marked by monumental structures. The only remaining vestige of the Temple of Mercury located 

on Cheikh Abdallah Hill, is a stairway carved from the rock. The Odeon, located south of the 

acropolis in a place known as Boustan el Khan, is also part of the Baalbek site, and considered 

among the most spectacular archaeological sites of the Near East. 

 

39. Tourists can later go to Ksara. This village was covered by sand for centuries, and the well-

preserved Ksara Caves were found by chance in 1898 by Jesuit priests. It is now the refuge of the 

well-known Ksara Chateau, where thousands of old wine bottles are preserved. The winery offers 

http://lonelyplanet.com/lebanon
http://lonelyplanet.com/middle-east
http://www.baalbek.org.lb/
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a guided walk to the caves and explanations about the various processes involved in wine 

production before savoring a tasting of exquisite local wines.  

 

Day 4: Beirut 

 

40. Beirut is the real East-meets-West so talked about in the Middle East, fast-paced, fashion-

conscious and overwhelmingly friendly, Beirut proposes a magnificent array of museums, 

restaurants, bars and clubs make it an essential stop on every Lebanese itinerary. In fact, the 

country is so small, and day trips to every city and major sites are so easy, that most travellers 

tend to base themselves in the capital for their entire visit. Tourists can enjoy a relaxing lunch of 

traditional meze (Middle Eastern small dishes) or  visit the National Archaeological Museum, 

inside which are well exposed some of the most significant finds of Phoenician world in Lebanon. 

 

41. Located on the former Green Line, the National Archaeological Museum is Beirut's major cultural 

institution and is an essential stop for all visitors to the city. Its impressive, magnificently 

displayed collection of archaeological artefacts offers a great overview of Lebanon’s history and 

the civilisations that made their home here. Highlights include the famous, much-photographed 

Phoenician gilded bronze figurines found buried near the Obelisk Temple at Byblos, and a 

moving group of Phoenician marble statues of baby boys (from Echmoun, 6th century BC). 

Entering the exhibition area, there is a huge Byzantine mosaic depicting Calliope, the muse of 

philosophy, and two wonderful carved sarcophagi from Tyr dating from the 2nd century AD: one 

depicts drunken cupids and the other the legend of Achilles. In the hall to the right there is a 

marble throne from Echmoun (350 BC) depicting an assembly of gods and a procession of 

dancers.  

42. Also here are the Phoenician statues of the baby boys; these were commissioned by Sidonian 

aristocrats to Echmoun, the Phoenician god of healing, to thank him for saving their children. In 

the next room, the exquisite statue of Hygeia, the goddess of health, came from Byblos and dates 

from the 2nd century AD. The two rooms to the left of the entrance hall hold Egyptian and 

Phoenician artefacts. The most interesting of these is the sarcophagus of Ahirim (Hiram), the 

10th century BC king of Byblos, which displays the earliest known examples of the Phoenician 

alphabet. Upstairs, you'll find pieces from the Bronze and Iron ages, as well as from the 

Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine and Mamluk periods. Highlights include Egyptian gold pectorals 

encrusted with semiprecious stones (these were found in the royal necropolis at Byblos); an 

extraordinary Attic drinking vessel in the shape of a pig's head that dates somewhere between 

6th and 4th centuries BC; a marble head of Dionysis from the Roman period; a magnificent 

collection of Phoenician glass; and the gilded bronze figurines from Byblos. 

http://lonelyplanet.com/middle-east
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Day 5: Beirut- Paphos 

 

Departure from Lebanon to Cyprus – transfer to Paphos  

 

43. Cyprus was the first land where the Phoenicians expanded their cultural influence by building 

harbors and launching a direct land management. They preferred to build commercial emporiums 

to enter into relationships with indigenous peoples, and thus be able to start their businesses. But 

after the Phoenicians, Cyprus assumed the identity of Greek type, as proves the language today, 

traditions and  lifestyle, food and more. From this point of view the testimonies that we have left 

the ancient civilizations dating back mostly to the greek period and the successive civilizations 

that were present on the island. But Cyprus is also a crossroads of intercultural dialogue and 

Paphos in 2017 will be the European Capital of Culture. So a good opportunity to follow the 

Phoenicians' Route, and this important international event. 

 

Day 6: Paphos 

 

44. The story of Cyprus´ tumultuous past is told through its historic sites, multifaceted museums and 

dusty urban streets. This sense of living history is highlighted most vividly in Paphos, with 

extraordinary archaeological sites like the Tombs of the Kings, which sprawls like an ancient 

theme park next to a pack-in-the-punters tourist resort. Digging into the island’s past has 

unearthed fascinating relics, including neolithic dwellings, Bronze Age and Phoenician tombs, 

and exquisite Roman mosaics, while, on the streets, keep your eyes peeled for Venetian walls, 

Byzantine castles and churches, Roman monasteries and Islamic mosques. 

 

45. Nea Pafos (New Paphos) is, ironically, the name given to the sprawling Paphos Archaeological 

Site, to the west of Kato Pafos. Nea Pafos was the ancient city of Paphos, founded in the late 4th 

century BC and originally encircled by massive walls. Despite being ceded to the Romans in 58 

BC, it remained the center of all political and administrative life in Cyprus. It is most famed today 

for its mesmerizing collection of intricate and colorful mosaics based on ancient Greek myths. 

 

46. Palea Pafos (Old Pafos) was in fact Kouklia, southeast of today’s Paphos and the site of the 

Sanctuary of Aphrodite. At the time of Nea Pafos, Cyprus was part of the kingdom of the 

Ptolemais, the Greco-Macedonian rulers of Egypt whose capital was Alexandria. The city became 

an important strategic outpost for the Ptolemais, and the settlement grew considerably over the 

next seven centuries. 

 

http://lonelyplanet.com/cyprus/the-republic-of-cyprus/pafos
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47. The archaeological site is still being excavated since it is widely believed that there are many 

treasures still to be discovered. Some of the major sites to see in Paphos are: 

 

a. Tombs of the Kings: spread over a vast area, these impressive underground tombs date 

back to the 4th century BC. They are carved out of solid rock while some are decorated with 

Doric pillars. High officials rather than Kings were buried here, but the magnificence of the 

tombs gave the locality its name. 

 

b. Agora, Asklipieion & Odeion: date back to the 2nd century AD and constitute the heart of the 

original Nea Pafos complex. Today, the Agora consists mainly of the Odeion, a semicircular 

theatre that was restored in 1970 but does not look particularly ancient. The rest of the Agora 

is discernible by the remains of marble columns that form a rectangle in the largely empty 

open space. What is left of the Asklipieion, the healing centre and altar of Asklepios, god of 

medicine, runs east to west on the southern side of the Odeion. 

 

c. Saranta Kolones Fortress: not far from the mosaics are the remains of the medieval Saranta 

Kolones Fortress, named for the ‘40 columns’ that were once a feature of the now almost 

levelled structure. Little is known about the precise nature or history of the original fortress, 

other than it was built by the Lusignans in the 12th century and was subsequently destroyed 

by an earthquake in 1222. A few desultory arches are the only visual evidence of its original 

grandeur. 

 

48. The landscape and overall mild climate make Paphos a great tourism destination. First, there are 

the beaches, from the wild and windswept to the family-friendly. Every conceivable water sport is 

also on offer, from scuba diving the watery depths to skimming the surface on a kite- or windsurf 

board. There are also pine-clad mountains, sweeping valleys and densely planted vineyards that 

offer hiking, biking, wine tasting tours and even winter skiing.  

 

49. Paphos was nominated joint European Capital of Culture for 2017 in recognition of its 

extraordinary archaeological sites. All around there are many traditional rural villages with some of 

the best tavernas. To the east, the vast Paphos Forest is equally enticing, melting almost 

imperceptibly into the somber tracts of the Tyllirian wilderness. 

Day 7: Larnaca  

50. Through the ages, many visitors lived in Cyprus giving historical wonders. Following a route of 

ancient ancestors, the insight and revelations they offer will transport tourists back to the 
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adventures of bygone eras and heroic times. From the oldest settlements to grand architectural 

feats, a vast choice of archaeological sites can be explored, with so many paths leading back to 

the glorious past. 

 

51. Following the south coast of Cyprus there are impressive sites like Ancient Kourion that 

showcases the island’s rich history. The ancient Greco-Roman Kourion stands as one of the 

island’s top ancient highlights and was an important city-kingdom in antiquity. Its magnificent 

theatre was built in the 2nd century BC and extended in the 2nd century AD. Today, the theatre 

has been completely restored and is used for open-air musical and theatrical performances 

during the summer months, commanding breathtaking views of the surrounding patchwork land 

and sea.  

 

52. Travellers seeking vestiges of traditional rural life are charmed by the gentle pace of the hill 

villages scattered on the Trodos Mountains’ slopes, and centered on it all is cosmopolitan 

Lemesos. The natural beauty of this region is revealed through its beaches around; Episkopi Bay 

nestles against verdant farmland and dramatic bluffs while inland the countryside rolls upward in 

hilly waves with roads edged by olive and almond trees and vineyard rows. Once exploring is 

done for the day, lively Lemesos is the place to head. With its cafe culture and restaurants, this 

city is developing a reputation as a rising star in Cyprus’ foodie scene. Another tourist attraction 

are the heights between Larnaka and Lemesos, where the Neolithic settlement of Choirokoitia 

stands proudly on the hillside, distinctly marked out by cylindrical stone and mud dwellings that 

lay claim to the earliest permanent human housing on the island. The site is remarkably well-

preserved and has been a listed UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1998.  

 

53. The journey continues on the east coast with the ancient city of Kition, the site of the modern 

town of Larnaca, originally colonized by Mycenaeans in the 13th century BC. Like many other 

Mediterranean towns, Kittim had declined by about 1000 BC. Two centuries later, it was re-

established by Phoenicians as Kition. It resumed its former role as a port exporting copper and 

enjoyed a subsequent period of great prosperity. The main site of interest is Area II of the site, 

where a wooden catwalk provides a view of ongoing excavations. The ruins are of the Phoenician 

resettlement atop Late Bronze Age foundations. A variety of interesting ancient sacred sites have 

been uncovered here. The main visible structures are those of a large shrine that was 

rededicated to the fertility goddess Astarte by the Phoenicians and four small earlier temples. The 

large shrine, known as "Temple 1," is constructed of ashlar with a rubble infill, and was 

approached by a monumental entrance. 

  

http://lonelyplanet.com/cyprus
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Day 8: Nicosia - Rhodes 

54. Nicosia is an enticing city and is ideal for experiencing what modern Cyprus is all about. Almost 

everything of interest lies within the historic walls, where a labyrinth of narrow streets reveals 

churches, mosques and evocative colonial-style buildings. The country’s best museum is also 

here, housing the best collection of archaeological finds in Cyprus. Some highlights are a 

remarkable display of terracotta votive statues and figurines discovered in Northern Cyprus in 

1929. The 2000 figures, dating back to the 7th to 6th centuries BC, are displayed as they were 

found, in a semicircular order. Another highlight is the collection of three limestone lions and two 

sphinxes found in the Tamassos necropolis south of Nicosia. There is also the famous Aphrodite 

of Soli statue, widely marketed as the ‘goddess of Cyprus’ on tourist posters as well as an 

enormous bronze statue of Emperor Septimus Severus, found at Değirmenlik (Kythrea) in 1928, 

a couple of lovely mosaics, such as Leda & the Swan from Palea Pafos, alongside various 

displays of gold objects excavated from tombs. 

 Departure from Cyprus to Greece, Rhodes. 

 

Day 9: Rhodes 

55. Capital of the Dodecanese, Rhodes is an island which is ideal for all with its bright green hills and 

valleys as well as its uninterrupted line of golden beaches. The excellent facilities for tourism and 

the island’s special blend of cosmopolitan and traditional, and numerous cultural and 

archaeological sites make it the perfect holiday destination.  

 

56. Thanks to its strategic position, Rhodes has been important since ancient times. The ancient city 

of Rhodes, the construction of which began in 407 BC, was designed according to the city 

planning system devised by the greatest city planner of antiquity, Hippodamus of Miletus. Rhodes 

soon developed into one of the most important seafaring and trading centres in the Eastern 

Mediterranean. It became an important meeting point for the Phoenicians merchants and one of 

the nautical lines between East (Lebanon, Cyprus, Anatolia), north (Aegean and Black Sea), and 

West (Crete, Italy, Sicily, Africa and the rest of the Western Mediterranean). 

 

57. When it became a province of the Roman, and later the Byzantine Empire, it initially lost its 

ancient glory. But in 1309 the Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem conquered Rhodes. They built 

strong fortifications to protect the island, turning it into an important administrative center and a 

thriving multinational medieval city. In 1523 Rhodes was conquered by the Ottoman Turks, and 

the Greeks had to settle outside the city walls. During the Ottoman occupation, new buildings 

http://lonelyplanet.com/cyprus
http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=8bb7e81ec6687210VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=2db6c5eeced09110VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=98b7f65506a27210VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
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were erected within the Old Town, mainly mosques and baths. In 1912 Rhodes and the rest of 

the Dodecanese, were seized by the Italians. The new rulers embellished the city with 

magnificent buildings, wide roads and squares. The Palace of the Grand Master was rebuilt and 

the Street of the Knights was reconstructed in order to regain its medieval purity. It was not until 

1948 that Rhodes officially became part of Greece. In 1988 the Medieval City of Rhodes was 

listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

 

58. It has one of the largest medieval towns in Europe, after entering through the Gate of Freedom, it 

soon becomes obvious that the Old Town of Rhodes is a mosaic of different cultures and 

civilizations; rarely does a visitor has the chance to stroll within medieval walls and explore 

twenty-four centuries of history. The fascinating medieval fortress-like buildings, the bastions, 

walls, gates, narrow alleys, minarets, old houses, fountains, tranquil and busy squares make it 

feel like stepping back into medieval times. The Palace of the Grand Master is certainly the 

highlight of the Old Town, it was originally a Byzantine fortress built at the end of the 7th century 

AD, was converted in the early 14th century by the Knights of the Order of Saint John into the 

residence of the Grand Master of the order and the administrative headquarters of their state; 

now it has been turned into a museum.  Rhodes can be seen as an example of intercultural 

dialogue and the ideal location of the Phoenicians Route, where the different Mediterranean 

civilizations came together giving life to the Mediterranean civilization. 

4.2 Cultural Route Tourism Itinerary 2: The Punics and the sea 

Italy, Malta, Tunisia 

 

Figure 3: Map of the cultural route tourism itinerary 2: The Punics and the sea 

http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=8bb7e81ec6687210VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=041c4131a4319110VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
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4.2.1 Outline 

 

 

 

 

4.2.2 Theme 

 

59. From the 7thcentury BC the Phoenicians extended their influence to a large part of the 

Mediterranean area and they set up trading centres and colonies in Cyprus, in Rhodes, on the 

Minor Asia coast, in Crete, on the North-African coast, on the southern coast of Spain, Malta, 

Pantelleria, in Sicily and in Sardinia. At the beginning such expansion was exclusively motivated 

by trade interests, there was no occupation of wide areas, which allowed the Phoenicians, unlike 

the Greeks, to keep friendly relationships with native populations; subsequently, however, it also 

took on a political aspect, when the Assyrian empire established itself and got many Phoenicians 

to search for a new homeland. 

 

60. Carthago, “new city”, whose foundation dates back to the 8thcentury BC, was for a long time only 

a landing place along the route from Spain to Tyr, and held the role of mother land. However, 

around the 7thcentury BC, the rivalry between Etruscans and Greeks, the wars against the 

Assyrs, the upheavals of the cities, and the suspension in the trade relationships made Carthage 

the most important Phoenician city. It will eventually become the fulcrum of the Phoenician life, 

point of junction of the two side of the Mediterranean.   

 

61. The Carthaginians were called Punics, this civilization continued the Phoenician civilization of the 

origins, coming into contact, but also often in conflict, with the contemporary Greek and Roman 

civilizations. Certainly the Carthaginians valorized the populations present around the 

Mediterranean helping to improve trade and cultural exchanges, and thus creating a 

Mediterranean identity already before Rome.  

 

62. Being in the middle of the Mediterranean, the strength of this tourist itinerary is that it unites 

traditions, cultures and natural spaces. Here the dialogue is not a choice, it's a habit. North and 

South of the Mediterranean are just about 100 km away. The Punics and the sea offer an 

extended excursion to the Punic settlements where Phoenicians’ trade and culture flourished in 

the heart of the Mediterranean. 

Brand Name The Punics and the sea 

Theme On the trail of the Punics  

Countries to visit Italy - Malta - Tunisia 

Start and End Place Palermo (Italy) – Kerkouane (Tunisia) 

Duration 9 Days 
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4.2.3 Daily activities 

Day Sites  Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Palermo 

 
Palermo:  
- Visit to the royal palace of Frederick II  
- Visit to the Arab emirs of Sicily 
- Visit to historical center along the existing road from 
the sea leads to the Norman palace 
- Visit Palazzo Steri  
- Visit the Punic Necropolis 
- Visit of a typical market  
- Regional Museum Salinas in Palermo 

 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 
 
Marsala 

 
Marsala: 
- Visit the island of San Pantaleo  Phoenician 
settlements 
- Visit of the local  island Museum 
- Visit  of the Salt Works of Mozia 
- Punic Ship Museum “Baglio Anselmi  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Selinunte - Agrigento 

 
Selinunte: 
- Visit to Archaeological Park 
 
Agrigento: 
- Visit to the Temple of Hera Lacinia, or temple of 
Juno,  
- Visit to the Temple of Concordia,  
- Visit to Temple of Heracles,  
- Visit to Temple of Olympian Zeus,  
- Visit to the Temple of the Dioscuri,  
- Visit to the Temple of Hephaestus or Vulcan,  
- Visit to the Temple of Athena,  
- Visit to the Temple of Asclepius, or Aesculapius,  
- Visit to the Temple Demeter and Demeter rock 
sanctuary.  
- Visit to the Temple of Isis. 
- Visit to a large concentration of necropolis 
(Montelusa; Moses; Pezzino; Roman necropolis and 
the tomb of Theron, early Christian; Acrosoli);  
- Visit to the water works (the Kolymbetra garden and 
the Hypogeum); fortifications; two important meeting 
places: an Olympeion and Bouleuterion (boardroom) 
Roman era of Greek plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Syracuse 

 
Syracuse: 
- UNESCO World Heritage Site : 
- Visit to the cave necropolis of Pantalica  
- Visit to the historic center of Syracuse 
- Visit to the little island of Ortygia 
- Visit to the Temple of Apollo, 
- Visit to the Temple of Athena converted into the 
Cathedral 
- Visit to the Temple of Zeus 
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- Eurialo Castle. 
- Visit to the Castello di Maniace a Byzantine citadel 

 
 
 

5 

 
 
 
Transfer Catania (Italy) to La 
Valetta (Malta) 

 
La Valetta: 
- Visit to the great suburban sanctuary of Tas-Silg 
- National Museum of Archaeology of La Valetta 
- Maritime Museum 
- Visit of the wreck found in Maltese waters of 
Phoenician times 

 
 

6 

 
 
Transfer La Valetta (Malta) to 
Utica (Tunisia) 

 
Utica:  
- House of the cascade 
- Temples, a forum, baths, traces of theatres, 
circuses, amphitheatre 
- Punic necropolis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carthage 

 
Carthage: 
- Punic city : residential quarter built on the Byrsa 
hillside (IInd century BC) known as the Hannibal 
quarter 
- Mago’s quarter 
- The Roman city 
- Tophet, small cemetery Punic 
- The two ports civil and military 
- Antonine Baths 
- Byrsa Hill (with the memory of St. Louis and 
Cardinal Lavigerie)  
- Roman villas 
- Christian basilicas (Darmous and Karita Saint 
Cyprien) 
- National Carthage Museum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tunis 

 
Tunis: 
- Bardo Museum  
-The Medina of Tunis UNESCO World Heritage site 
- Al-Zaytuna Mosque: the second oldest mosque in 
Ifriqiya, and one of the oldest university in world 
- Mosque Sidi Mehrez 
- Mosques Hammouda Bacha and Youssef Dey 
- Tourbet Aziza Othmena 
- Palace Dar Othman  
- Dar Ben Abdallah: It’s a palace and a museum of 
art and Tunisian traditions 
- Dar Bouderbala: the Bey’s house transformed to an 
art gallery 
- Dar El Jaziri : house of poetry  
- Tourbet Al Bey 

 
 
 

9 

 
 
 
Cap Bon- Kerkouane 

 
Cap-Bon: 
- Famous region for its orchards and vineyards 
 
Kerkouane: 
-UNESCO World heritage Site 
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Day 1: Palermo 

63. "Even the Phoenicians inhabited in Sicily, all around, after having occupied the headlands the 

sea and the small islands near the coast to promote their trade with Sicilians; but when the 

Greeks began to arrive in large numbers to the sea, they left most of their homes, they gathered 

in communities and occupied Mozia, Solunto and Palermo, close the Elimi: they trusted in their 

alliance with the Elimi and for the fact that, from these cities, the distance between Carthage and 

Sicily requires a very short ride. " said the famous ancient historian Thucydides, explaining the  

the relations between Phoenicians, Siceliots indigenous and Carthago. The three cities 

mentioned are a must to visit in Sicily, but there are also Selinunte, Agrigento, Syracuse and 

other splendid destinations of cultural tourism in the island in the middle of the Mediterranean. 

 

64. Sicily is one of the hubs of the nautical lines. Already popular among the 11th and 9th century  BC 

for the creation of points of support and exchange as well as for being the destination of 

permanent establishments of Phoenicians from the 8th century BC mostly in the western part of 

the island.  

 

65. Palermo was a city first conceived as commercial emporiums and then the second half of the 

6thcentury BC turned into fortified cities by the Greeks. Nowadays Phoenician and Punic Palermo 

is present mainly as an idea, finding vestiges of that time under the cultural layers of Romans, 

Byzantines, Arabs, Normans and Aragonese. However, there are still ancient Phoenician walls in 

the foundation of the Norman Palace, the royal palace of Frederick II and his Norman ancestors 

and the Arab emirs of Sicily, then the Aragonese palace and all other rulers. In fact the city 

corresponded to the present historical center with the primary axis along the existing road from 

the sea leading to the Norman Palace. Today this area is also the heart of the Arab-Norman 

Cultural District recently admitted to the list of UNESCO World Heritage Site. Other testimonies of 

the Phoenician city you can be found in Palazzo Steri and in the Punic Necropolis outside the 

walls.  

 

66. It is suggested to take a walk in the typical markets within this area, these Mediterranean markets 

are the synthesis of commercial exchange and intercultural identity, Phoenician heritage. Typical 

Sicilian street food, part of the Mediterranean diet, which is recorded in the UNESCO Intangible 

Heritage list, can also be sampled there. 
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Day 2: Marsala 

67. Mozia, on the island of San Pantaleo which is in the Lagoon of Marsala, is one of the best 

preserved Phoenician settlements: docks, a thick walls with towers, a natural harbor and a basin 

of artificial dry, plants for manufacturing of bricks, vases for tanning and dyeing leather, temple 

buildings and areas of worship. Most of the finds from the site are preserved at the Regional 

Museum Salinas in Palermo and in the local island Museum. Along with Palermo and Solunto 

(modern Santa Flavia), Marsala is counted by Thucydides as one of the oldest Phoenician 

colonies in Sicily. To these locations have to be added Segesta and its Emporium Segestanum 

(modern Castellammare del Golfo), by virtue of the close relations that the Phoenicians kept by 

the Elimi, the same applies to Erice, where there was the legendary Temple of Astarte. 

Phoenician traces are also found in Pantelleria, at the intersection of routes between Africa and 

Sicily. Likewise the Aegadian Islands and Lampedusa were used as support points for occasional 

trade routes or for defensive reasons.  

68. Mozia (Mothyae) can be visited by taking the typical fishermen boat from the Historical Dock in 

front of the island. The name of this service is “On the Phoenicians’ Route”. On the island there 

are mosaics, the kothon and the oriental sanctuary, the Tophet, the necropolis and the North 

Gate with the Sanctuary of Cappiddazzu. The island´s Museum has a rich collection of the 

island´s heritage, since Joseph Whitaker excavations, and the Auriga of Mozia, a wonderful 

example of ancient sculpture.  

 

69. Around the island there are magnificent landscapes of the Salt Works of Mozia as well as the Salt 

Museum. The Phoenicians proved to be masters in the extraction and trading of salt. It is a 

landscape of great value in which the places, the activities of men, nature and ancient 

civilizations have created a mix of great value: the salt route.  

 

70. The Punic Ship Museum “Baglio Anselmi”, is another tourist site, closeto  the punic city builtafter 

the destruction of Mozia in 397 B.C. Another possibility is a tour of Marsala, the modern city built 

by the Romans, and that maintains the original urban structure, a perfect place to taste typical 

Marsala wine and visit monuments and ancient buildings. 

 

Day 3: Selinunte - Agrigento 

71. Selinunte (Castelvetrano) and its vast territory extending from Salemi, north to the border with 

Segesta, its historical enemy, Mazaro River (today's Mazara del Vallo) border with the territory of 

Mozia, Mount Adranone (Sambuca di Sicily), to Eraclea Minoa, Agrigento border. City founded by 

the Greeks but it was the first commercial allied of Carthago. After 200 years of richness and 
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trading, during the war between Greeks and Punics, Selinunte was destroyed in 409 BC and 

became Punic. The Acropolis today presents the typical Carthaginian building systems; it hosts 

today the biggest archaeological park. More than 12 Greek temples complete the cultural 

landscape, the Agorà displays the ancient street food in 12 little shops, sanctuaries and other 

nice monuments give the city a particular atmosphere.  

 

72. Founded as a Greek colony in the 6thcentury BC, Agrigento became one of the leading cities in 

the Mediterranean world. Its supremacy and pride are demonstrated by the remains of the 

magnificent Doric temples that dominate the ancient town, much of which still lies intact under 

today's fields and orchards. Selected excavated areas throw light on the later Hellenistic and 

Roman town and the burial practices of its early Christian inhabitants. Many Greek temples 

remind the richness of the ancient city. The valley of the temples is characterized by the remains 

of ten Doric temples, three sanctuaries, a large concentration of necropolis (Montelusa; Moses; 

Pezzino; Roman necropolis and the tomb of Theron, early Christian; Acrosoli); water works (the 

Kolymbetra garden and the Hypogeum); fortifications; part of a neighborhood built on Roman 

Hellenistic Greek plan; two important meeting places; an Olympeion and Bouleuterion 

(boardroom) Roman era of Greek plan. Among the temples there are the temple of Hera Lacinia, 

or temple of Juno, the temple of Concordia, temple of Heracles, temple of Olympian Zeus, the 

temple of the Dioscuri, temple of Hephaestus or Vulcan, temple of Athena, temple of Asclepius, 

or Aesculapius, temple Demeter and Demeter rock sanctuary and the temple of Isis. The valley of 

the Temples also hosts the so-called Tomb of Theron, a monument of considerable size in the 

shape of a pyramid, which is thought to be erected to remind the fall of the Second Punic War. 

Agrigento is since 1997 a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 

Day 4: Syracuse   

73. Following the ancient route in the southern Sicily, is Syracuse, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

since 2005. Syracuse was defined by Cicero as “the most beautiful city in Magna Graecia.” Still 

today the echoes of its ancient grandeur reverberate from the streets, churches and monuments, 

corroborating its religious and cultural importance. The city conserves ancient vestiges in every 

corner, from Classical testimonies to Baroque splendors, all within a landscape of enchanting 

beauty. The UNESCO Site actually constitutes two different places: the cave necropolis of 

Pantalica and the historic center of Syracuse. Both evidence the development and progression of 

ancient civilizations.  

 

74. Thanks to its enviable geographic position, Syracuse was a crucial crossroads of commercial 

exchange from when the Greeks settled in it. Today it is a living artifact, connoting the customs 
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and traditions of the many Mediterranean populations that passed through and dominated it, from 

the Byzantines, Arabs to the Normans and Aragonese. Syracuse was one of the principal 

settlements in Magna Grecia, a place of artistic brilliance and commercial power. Conquered by 

the Romans in the Punic Wars, it was the birthplace of Archimedes, esteemed Greek 

mathematician and physicist in the 3rd Century BC, It was also one of the most important centers 

of Christianity during the middle ages, and it later saw its Baroque golden age after the 

earthquake of 1693.  

 

75. The oldest urban nucleus, however, resides on the little island of Ortygia, where there is the 

temple of Apollo, the most ancient in Sicily. The remains from the Temple of Athena (5th Century 

BC) were later converted into the Cathedral.  

 

76. In the course of the 4th Century BC, Syracuse expanded via the residential quarters of Tyche and 

(the monumental) Neapolis (already existing were Ortygia, Acradina and Epipoli). One of the 

most important monuments is the Eurialo Castle. Traces left by the Roman conquest include the 

beloved Amphitheatre, while just as magnificent is the Castello di Maniace, a Byzantine citadel 

commissioned by Frederick II of Swabia. Today Syracuse is an archaeological park very famous 

and frequented.  

 

Day 5: Catania – La Valetta 

Departure from Catania to Malta.  

 

77. The next stop following the Phoenicians’ Route is Malta. The geographical position of the Maltese 

archipelago, its ports and its cultural history enables tourits to understand the reason Phoenician 

occupied it. Malta was a strategic point with regard to trade, hence its name, in Malet origin, 

which means "shelter." The country had an economy projected outward, through the sea, with 

barter trade and piracy, due to the absence of mineral resources and limited land available for 

agricultural use. The multiplicity of relations with the outside can be formed in the presence, in the 

Bahirija site, foreign settlers, the Maltese groups that reach the Eastern Sicily and the discovery 

of Mycenaean pottery. In addition, the Phoenician presence in Malta is demonstrated by the 

discovery of ceramic red ingubbiatura 8th century BC over the indigenous settlements, evidence 

of cohabitation between the two groups.  

 

78. The two largest cities that the geographer Ptolemy mentions for Malta are: Marsaxlokk, Rabat-

Medina and the island of Gozo, the Victoria site. Among the best-known Maltese places of 

http://www.italia.it/en/media/video/the-delights-of-ortygia.html


31 
 

worship there is the great suburban sanctuary of Tas-Silg, dedicated to the Phoenician goddess 

Astarte, dating Aeneolithic with facilities and impiantiche continue using all the Phoenician and 

Punic period, until at least the 1st century  BC. Today Malta shows a lot of different heritage by 

many civilizations that were there.  

 

79. In 2018 Malta will be European Capital of Culture. A good chance to visit this enchanting island 

and know more about the Mediterranean heritage. To see more about the ancient period tourists 

have to visit the National Museum of Archaeology of La Valetta, that displays a significant array 

of artefacts from the Islands´ unique prehistoric periods, starting with the first arrival of man in 

5200 BC, running up to 2500 BC. The collection includes obsidian cores and the Red Skorba 

figurines, which are predecessors of the temple period objects and statuary. The main hall is 

devoted to temple carvings and the collection continues with representations of animals, temple 

models, and the remarkable human figures. It is important to also note the exquisite figures of the 

‘Sleeping Lady' from the Hypogeum, and the ‘Venus' of Hagar Qim. The last room exhibits some 

pottery from the temple period, together with tools, beads and other ornaments.  

 

80. Malta also has many other attractions such as the Maritime Museum, and stunning scenery along 

ancient settlements that are still inhabited in a remarkable connection between past and present. 

A wreck found in Maltese waters of Phoenician times will be proposed as soon as a possible 

attraction to the general public. 

 

Day 6: Utica 

Departure from Malta to Tunisia 

81. The Punic presence in North Africa quickly reached Tunisia. Punic sites have been traced in 

large numbers both on the coast and inland. Among the major settlements there are Utica, 

Hadrumetum, Kerkouane in the Cape Bon region, Thapsus, Djerba, Maktar, Dougga and Sicca, 

but despite this massive Punic presence in Tunisia, Carthage (which means "new city"), in near 

today's Tunis, remains the undisputed capital of this civilization.  

 

82. Tourists can visit an ancient city located between Carthage in the south and Hippo 

Diarrhytus (now Bizerte) in the north, near the outflow of the Medjerda River into 

the Mediterranean Sea. It is traditionally considered to be the first colony to have been founded 

by the Phoenicians in North Africa. It is a site that is worth a stop for the mosaics and the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carthage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippo_Diarrhytus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippo_Diarrhytus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bizerte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medjerda_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Africa
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beautiful Roman houses, among which stands out the "waterfall home", so called for a 

monumental fountain that was found. After the defeat of Carthage by Rome, Utica was an 

important Roman colony for seven centuries.  

 

Day 7: Carthage 

 

83. Archaeological research place the founding of the city in 814 BC, confirming the dating provided 

by classical sources that attribute the standing of the princess of Tyr, Elissa. Carthage always 

maintained friendly relations with the neighboring peoples and quickly assumed a position of 

hegemony, then becoming an economic and commercial empire, creator in turn of new colonies. 

  

84. In 264 BC Carthage clashed with the Roman power, beginning with the Punic Wars, which lasted 

for about a century and finished in 146 BC, marking the end of Carthaginian power by Scipio. 

Both the port and the city were burned and razed to the ground. In fact, in recent excavations, 

archaeologists found artifacts in poor condition under a thick layer of ash. The city was especially 

famous for the Byrsa, a fortress where he had kept the gold of the city, but also for the numerous 

temples dedicated to the worship of the deity. 

 

85. The city also made use of two ports, one is dedicated to commerce, the other to the navy. In 

1878 it was discovered the Punic necropolis of Carthage, which brought to light numerous tombs 

dating from the eighth century BC, and it was very deep wells, which contained cells with 

anthropomorphic sarcophaguses and funeral covers, probably with a picture of a deity or just of 

the deceased. 

 

86. There are various sites in Carthage, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, such as the tophet, small 

cemetery Punic, two ports (civil and military), Roman city ruins, the Antonine Baths, Byrsa Hill 

(with the memory of St. Louis and Cardinal Lavigerie), Roman villas, Christian basilicas (Darmous 

and Karita Saint Cyprien) and finally the impressive tanks. Tourists can also stop at Sidi Bou Said 

to contemplate one of the most beautiful landscapes of the bay of Tunis. 

 

Day 8:  Tunis 

87. Tunis hosts the Bardo Museum, housed in the residence of the Beys. This is probably one of the 

richest museums in the world for its mosaics ranging from pagan antiquity to the early Christian 

and Byzantine period. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Carthage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
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88. Tourists can walk around the city of Tunis and discover the construction that extends from the 

13th to the 15th century, and visit the medina, a UNESCO World Heritage site, it remains an 

authentic and living whole whose heart is the mosque of the Zeituna, one of the most prestigious 

cultural centers of the Maghreb. There also the Tourbet el-Bey, 18th century mausoleum built in 

honor of Husseinite princes. 

 

89. The modern city of Tunis, Habib Bourguiba avenue, main avenue of the city, is named after the 

first president of Tunisia and figure of the Tunisian national movement. Today the avenue and its 

extension, the Avenue de France, is the real center of the capital, bringing together several of the 

monuments of the European city. 

Day 9: Kerkouane 

90. Kerkouane, dating from the 4th century BC is the city that enjoys a better state of preservation 

throughout the Punic world. The oldest evidence brought to light show the existence of an urban 

plan, with richly decorated rooms and equipped with all the comfort of the time.They were 

excavated, in addition to a large sanctuary and the necropolis of el-Areg Ghazouani. This city has 

been included in the list of the UNESCO. In the area of Cape Bon, from Kelibia, there are 

vineyards and other typical agricultural local productions and has been hosting for the last few 

years a wine route.  

4.3 Cultural Route Tourism Itinerary 3: The Expansion 

France, Spain 

 

Figure 4: Map of the cultural route tourism itinerary 3: The Expansion  
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4.3.1 Outline 

 

Brand Name The Expansion 

Theme The conquest of the Mediterranean 

Countries to visit France - Spain 

Start and End Place Marseille (France) - Cadiz (Spain) 

Duration 9 Days 

 

4.3.2 Theme 

 

91. The Iberian Peninsula is the westernmost summit Phoenician expansion in the Mediterranean. 

The Phoenician colonization in Spain served a fundamental purpose: to secure control of the 

metals trade sources that the Phoenicians had in this region. 

 

92. One of the main Phoenician towns in Spain is the ancient Gadir, which overlaps the modern city 

of Cadiz, it was a colony of great importance, as evidenced by its sphere of economic and 

cultural influence that extended into the Atlantic Morocco (Lixus and Mogador) to 'Oran 

(Rochgoun) and Ibiza. Its foundation responded to a 'purely economic need: get the silver ore at 

a time when there was a strong demand in the East by the great powers of the interior, and in 

particular of Assyria. The ancient Gadir occupied a small archipelago located in the middle of a 

bay that dominated the estuary of the river Guadalete: the smallest of the islands housed the 

Phoenician colony, while the greater were the Punic necropolis and the temple of Melqart.  

 

93. Along the eastern coast of Andalusia, there is a huge concentration of Phoenician settlements. 

The colonies, dating from between 750 and 550 BC having a common location on a little elevated 

coastal headland at the mouth of a river (Toscanos, Morro de Mezquitilla, Charreras), on a 

peninsula overlooking a plain river (Almuñécar), or on an island in the middle of an estuary such 

as Cerro del Villar del Guadalhorce. This position gave the colonies a double strategic 

advantage: on one hand, ensured excellent port conditions, as ships could be moored in 

sheltered places and protected from winds and currents; and on the other hand guaranteed the 

settlers easy exploitation of alluvial soils near the river, which still form very fertile soils. 

 

94. The necropolis stood not far from the town. Towards the beginning of the 6th century BC it 

witnessed the emergence of a crisis that culminated around 550 BC with the general 

abandonment of the area probably due to a reorganization of eastern Andalusia settlements. The 

causes of the crisis are to be found in the fall of Tyr in the hands of Nebuchadnezzar (586-573 

BC), or are connected to the fall of the eastern Tartasso in Andalusia. After the crisis, most of 

eastern Andalusia centers were occupied.  
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95. The island of Ibiza was of great strategic importance, key port in shipping routes through the 

western Mediterranean. In the second half of the 7th century BC Phoenician population groups, 

from Gadir, settled in different parts of the southern coast of the island. Colonization coincided 

with the moment of greater economic prosperity of the Phoenician colonies of Andalusia that, 

around 630 BC, tried to expand their sphere of business, going to the Gulf of Lyon, in search of 

tin and other raw materials. Towards the middle of the 6th century BC, this commercial circuit was 

interrupted by the crisis of the Spanish Phoenician colonies and the political influence in the 

island of Carthage. The most famous evidence of the Punic Ibiza are the vast necropolis of Puig 

d 'es Molins, and the two major shrines of Isla Plana and the Cave of Es Cuyram. Later, under 

the influence of Carthage, in Spain other cities were pointed out such as Cartagena, Sagunto and 

Malaka, today Malaga. 

 

96. The southern part of France and the area around the present city of Marseille, were affected 

around the 8th -7th century BC from trips of exploration for commercial purposes made by the 

Phoenicians in search of precious metals, tin and other raw materials. After the founding of 

Carthage in 814 BC, the Phoenicians tried to expand their sphere of business, going to the west 

coast of Sardinia, in the north, the Balearic Islands and the Gulf of Lyon. Surely frequented the 

coasts of the south of Provence, a mythical town called Eraclea, identified in the Espeyran zone 

between the lagoons of the Petite Camargue (Saint-Gilles du Gard).  

 

97. In an effort to conquer new territories and commercial ports, they competed with the Greeks, who 

after conquering the Magna Grecia, from 7th century seeked to expand their sphere of 

commercial influence in the Tyrrhenian Sea. Greek and Latin authors counted the military actions 

and attempts to conquer and partner with the Phoenicians and Etruscans against Greek 

expansion. The result of this alliance proved unsuccessful. The city of Marseille was founded on 

the part of the inhabitants of Phocaea, in Asia Minor Greek city (in fact it is dubbed in French "cité 

phocéenne"). Thus the Greeks secured control of trade routes of Catalonia and southern France, 

forcing the Phoenicians to follow other routes and create new trading posts along the Atlantic 

coasts of Europe.   

 

98. In the Phoenicians’ Route the navigation to the West plays a key role in the interpretation of 

history and in reading the Mediterranean today. There has always been migration for economic 

and commercial motives, as well as political reason. Phoenicians, Greeks, Arabs, Normans are 

some few examples of peoples that from south to north and from east to west have plowed the 

waves of the Mediterranean. As now trades have favored the economies of the countries 

bordering the Mediterranean.  
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99. The Phoenicians’ Route from France to Spain follows a line backwards towards Tartessos, the 

golden area and rich of Southern Spain where the Phoenicians used  to take the valuable raw 

materials. Following legendary cities, such as Marseille, Ampurias, Ibiza and Majorca, Alicante, 

Sagunto, Cartagena, Jaen, Malaga, Melilla, Cadiz, Tawira, it proposes a trip in a historic imagery 

that can be read in the landscapes of today and in the monuments, the silent witnesses of the 

events that have made history. 

 

100. The Expansion is an expedition following the expansion of the Phoenicians from East to West 

Mediterranean along the maritime trade routes. 

4.3.3 Daily activities 

Day Sites  Activities 

 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
Marseille 

 
Marseille: 
- Visit of the old town 
- Visit of "Old Port" – “Vieux port” 
- MUCEM - Museum of Civilization of the Mediterranean 
- Visit of the “fort Saint-Jean” 
- Basilica  “Notre Dame de la Garde”  
- Cathedral “la Major” 
- Visit of the « calanques » 
 

 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 
 
Ampurias 

 
Ampurias: 
- Visit of the archaeological park 
- Visit of the Archaeology Museum 
- The promenade from L'Escala and Sant Martí 
d'Empúries 
- Water sports such as scuba diving, sailing, windsurfing, 
kayaking 
 

 
 

3 

 
 
Eivissa (Ibiza) 

 
Eivissa: 
- World Heritage Site 
- Visit of Es Culleram Cave in Sant Vicent de sa Cala 
- Visit of Sa Caleta  in Sant Josep 
 

 
 

4 

 
 
Eivissa (Ibiza) 

 
Eivissa: 
-  Visit of Puig des Molins necropolis World Heritage 
UNESCO 
- Visit of the Archaeology Museum in Dalt Vila 
 

5 Sagunto - Alicante  
Sagunto: 
- Visit of Sagunto old town 
- Visit of  the Roman theatre 
-  Visit of the castle  
-  Visit of the church of Salvador 
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-  Visit of the hermitage of La Sangre, 
- Visit of the remains of the wall of the temple of Diana 

 
 

Alicante:  
- MARQ – Provincial Archaelogical Museum 
- Palmeral de Elche palm grove, World Heritage 
UNESCO 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guardamar del Segura - Cartagena 

 
Guardamar del Segura: 
- Phoenician city of La Fonteta  
- The Las Dunas Caliphal hermitage/fort 
- Municipal Archaeological-Ethnological Museum  
- The Engineer Mira House-Museum 
- Trails for walking and biking : the Lagunas de La Mata 
Nature Reserve 

 
Cartagena: 
- National Museum of Underwater Archaeology ARQUA 
- Roman theatre 
- The archaeological site of El Molinete,  
- The Morería Baja colonnade  
- The Byzantine Wall 
- The Augusteum and the Decumanus 
- The Casa Fortuna 
- The Concepción castle 
- The Punic Wall on Monte Aletes 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
Mazzarron - Jaen 

 
Mazzarron 
- The Roman Salt Preserving Factory Museum 
- The Mazarrón Phoenicians Boat interpretation center 

 
Jaén 
- Úbeda and Baeza World Heritage Site 
- The Castles and Battles Route 
- Viaje al tiempo de los Iberos (trip at the time of the 
Iberians) 
- Santo Tomé 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Malaga – Melilla 

Malaga 
- The Alcazaba 
- The Moorish Castle (archaeological museum) 

 
Melilla 
- Old Town : El Pueblo 
- The  Grande, Chica, Victoria and Rosario forts 
- The Plaza de las Peñuelas and Gothic chapel of 
Santiago 
- Museum of the City, 
- The church of la Concepción,  
-  The bastion of La Concepción 
 

9 Cadiz Visit to the port 
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Day 1: Marseille 

101. Marseille is a Mediterranean city and the cradle of different cultures, over the centuries, it has 

been forged as the cosmopolitan city it is today. It was founded by the Greeks of Phocaea, and 

immediately took on a key role in the south of France since ancient periods. For the Phoenicians’ 

Route, Marseille is the model of the Mediterranean city, the dialogue, the encounter between 

cultures that can be seen by visiting its old town and its "Old Port" – “Vieux port”.  

102. A summary of everything can be found in the MUCEM - Museum of Civilization of the 

Mediterranean, because of its location on the sea and from the ambitious vision for its realization, 

it is a great project for the Mediterranean, where the landscape is now offering a new image and 

becomes a meeting point between the different parts: the North and the South, the East and the 

West. It is a first museum dedicated to the cultures of the Mediterranean, and not only to a 

territory where is located; this is despite the Mediterranean is so prolific in terms of history and 

civilizations that have passed through it.  

Day 2: Ampurias  

Departure to Ampurias (Catalonia-Spain) 

103. Ampurias is a place where history and nature come together. Tourists can discover the ruins of 

Empúries, in the heart of the Costa Brava, and admire part of the legacy left behind on the Iberian 

Peninsula by the civilizations of Greece and Rome. They can get to know this archaeological site 

with more than 2,500 years of history, an idyllic place surrounded by beaches and coves with 

spectacular views out to the Mediterranean. The ruins of Empúries are in the province of Girona, 

in Catalonia, and visit thie ancient colony founded by the Greeks in the 6th century BC, later 

occupied by the Romans, who created their own town in the 1st century BC.  

 

104. This spot on the Costa Brava was a prosperous territory, on account of its commercial activity, 

until the town was abandoned in the 3rd century AD and disappeared beneath the dunes. This 

unique archaeological park was hidden for centuries until 1908, when the excavations began and 

still continue to this day. Tourists can explore the network of walls, columns, streets and houses, 

admiring priceless mosaics, marble and paintings as well as the drainage systems, the layout of 

houses and constructions such as the Forum, an old factory, the Amphitheatre and the Basilica, 

and discover what life was like way back at that time.  

 

105. Another site is the statue of Asclepios, the Greek god of medicine, presiding over a temple, 

looking out to sea. The Greek wharf, along the shore, also has to be seen - it is in an excellent 

state of conservation. The Archaeology Museum, where important pieces, ceramics, utensils and 

sculptures from the time are displayed can be visisted. The Mediterranean beauty of this spot is 
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hard to match.  Next to Empúries, walking down the promenade that sets out from L'Escala and 

Sant Martí d'Empúries, are two beautiful fishing villages with important cultural heritage. It is a 

pleasant route that passes beaches and coves with fine sand, ideal locations for a range of water 

sports such as scuba diving, sailing, windsurfing, kayaking. 

Day 3: Eivissa (Ibiza)  

Departure from Barcelona to Ibiza.   

106. Ibiza is one of the Balearic Islands and is synonymous with sea tourism but also with art and 

culture. This island has been home to numerous civilizations, and displays its unique identity with 

pride. Its most ancient historical legacy was bequeathed by its founding fathers, the Phoenicians - 

a culture well worth exploring. 

 

107. Ibiza today is the culmination of a mosaic of cultures, a crossroads of civilizations and people, 

who, over thousands of years, left their mark on this stunning part of the Balearic Islands. Way 

back in the 6th century BC the Phoenicians arrived, gave the island its name (Ibosim), and turned 

it into a strategic spot. There are many clues as to the Phoenician past of the so-called "white 

island". Es Culleram Cave in Sant Vicent de sa Cala is an ancient sanctuary devoted to Tanit, the 

goddess of fertility, health, life and death, and symbol of Ibiza. This almost mythical place is 

surrounded by stunning natural landscapes.  It was, however, in the Sa Caleta settlement in Sant 

Josep where the Phoenicians put down roots for the first time in Ibiza. A series of walls from the 

ancient dwellings and other archaeological remains dating from the 7th and 8th centuries BC show 

what life was like in this old trading colony. The city of Eivissa, a World Heritage Site, is a unique 

example of Phoenician urbanism in the Mediterranean. Narrow streets, small, irregular squares 

and a range of different architectural structures make this settlement a true open-air monument.   

Day 4: Eivissa (Ibiza) 

108. Following the tracks of this ancient civilization, is the Puig des Molins necropolis, the largest, 

best-conserved Phoenician necropolis in the world, historically priceless. This site also 

designated World Heritage by UNESCO is home to a unique sense of peace and is surrounded 

by olive groves. Here can be found some 3,500 hypogea (underground tombs) and inside the 

burial chambers of the island's first settlers can be seen. Visitors can admire the ceramics, 

terracotta sculptures, ostrich eggs and amulets that were found during the excavation, many of 

which are on display in the Archaeology Museum in Dalt Vila, the oldest part of Eivissa's historic 

centre. This historical tour is just one of the many options in Ibiza, an island of white villages and 

unspoilt countryside, all under the stunning Mediterranean sun. This island has captured the 
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hearts and minds of different civilizations over the ages, and is now a first-rate international 

tourist destination thanks to its array of leisure and entertainment possibilities. 

Departure from Ibiza to Valencia 

Day 5: Sagunto - Alicante 

109. "Arse" for the Iberians, "Saguntum" for the Romans, still preserves many archaeological remains 

and monuments in the old town, which is a witness of its importance in the ancient world. 

Sagunto´s old town has been declared a Property of Cultural Interest. Its Roman theatre, built in 

the 1st century, has been declared a National Monument. It was built making use of the concave 

shape of the mountain and has exceptional acoustics, with two semicircular seating areas dug 

out of the rock.  

 

110. Hannibal's seige of the Iberian town of Arse moved the city of Rome to give it favored status. 

Sitting on the hill from which the city overlooks the fertile irrigated, region of Valencia is a castle 

almost a kilometer long which encloses a large space, surrounded by Roman and medieval walls. 

The castle, essentially Moorish, has Iberian and Roman remains. Its elongated site, divided into 

seven squares, still preserves parts of the forum, cisterns, walls and retaining walls, basilica, 

curia, and the Roman "tabernae". Sagunto's main square, which is arcaded and leads up to the 

Jewish quarter and the castle, and was the commercial and cultural hub of the medieval town. It 

preserves shafts of columns from the Roman age. Also testifying of the city's history are the 

church of Salvador, the hermitage of La Sangre, the remains of the wall of the temple of Diana,  

which was the Artemision, the only building that Hannibal, the Carthaginian general, left 

untouched when he captured "Saguntum".  

 

 

111.  Alicante is located in southeast Spain in the south of the Region of Valencia. The province is 

designated with the Costa Blanca tourist brand. It has a typical Mediterranean landscape with 

beaches interspersed with mountainous terrain. The province hosts as many as six festivals 

declared to be of International Tourist Interest.  

 

112. Alicante hosts the MARQ – Provincial Archaelogical Museum that offers an interesting historic 

journey dedicated to Prehistory, Iberian Culture, Roman Culture and Middle Ages. It contains 

pieces that are 100,000 years old, Iberian ceramics, a recreation of Roman daily life and over 300 

objects from the Middle Ages. The museum also offers information on the archaeological sites of 

Lucentum, Petrarcos and Illeta. Close Alicante is the town of Elche, also the site of the Palmeral 

de Elche palm grove, awarded the World Heritage designation by the UNESCO. There are 
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numerous archaeological sites in Alicante, many of which belong to the Mediterranean Basin on 

the Iberian Peninsula, also declared a World Heritage Site by the UNESCO. 

Day 6: Guardamar del Segura - Cartagena 

113. Guardamar del Segura is on the coast of Alicante province. The Segura River flows through the 

town, and there are various archaeological sites such as the Phoenician city of La Fonteta and 

the Las Dunas Caliphal hermitage/fort, among others. The Municipal Archaeological-Ethnological 

Museum and the Engineer Mira House-Museum are two more interesting cultural venues. 

Guardamar also has various ecologically interesting nature areas. Special mention should be 

made to the Lagunas de La Mata Nature Reserve, which have a network of trails ideal for walking 

and biking. 

 

114. The port of Cartagena, in the Mediterranean's Costa Cálida, has been prized since Carthaginian 

times. Thanks to its strategic position on the Murcia coast, it has been inhabited by several 

cultures which have left their mark on its artistic heritage. A tour of the place and its museums will 

draws visitors into the history of a city closely tied to the sea. This maritime enclave was already 

known to the Carthaginians and Romans, and its name today comes from the Latin, Cartago 

Nova.  

 

115. The National Museum of Underwater Archaeology ARQUA houses the National Centre for 

Underwater Archaeological Research. The findings on display reveal aspects of naval 

construction, trade and navigation since ancient times.  

 

116. Cartagena stands on the remains of a Roman theatre discovered in 1987. This construction dates 

from the 1st century AD, and together with the theatre in Mérida, is one of the most important in 

Spain. The items found on this site can be seen in the Museum of the Roman Theatre. Other 

examples of Roman splendor to be seen in the city are the archaeological site of El Molinete, the 

Morería Baja colonnade and the Byzantine Wall, which –despite its name– is also Roman. 

Particularly worth mentioning are the Augusteum and the Decumanus. The first contains the 

remains of the old forum, whose importance as a public building can be seen from the luxurious 

marble floors on display at the site. The second can be visited on the site adjoining the Roman 

Forum quarter, a key center for visitors to the city, containing the different rooms in the city's 

Roman baths. The Casa Fortuna, built in the 1st century BC and belonging to a wealthy family, 

shows what daily life was like at the time of the Roman Empire. 

 

117. The Torres park is the site of the Concepción castle. Standing atop a hill, it served as a fortress to 

Carthaginians, Romans, Visigoths, Arabs and Castilians, and now houses the History and 
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Mediaeval Cartagena Visitor Centre. Indeed the city has always had numerous defensive military 

buildings, for example the Punic Wall stands on Monte Aletes, one of the five hills surrounding 

Cartagena. This is where the Visitor Centre for this site is located. The city of Cartagena also has 

a variety of key cultural events each year, such as the historical festivities of the Carthaginians 

and the Romans in the second fortnight of September which commemorate the Punic foundation 

of the city, and the Roman reconquest.  

Day 7: Mazzarron - Jaén 

118. The town and port of Mazarrón, in the heart of the Costa Cálida in Murcia, offers visitors a rich 

artistic heritage and a range of interesting leisure options on the shores of the Mediterranean 

Sea. The bay of Mazarrón is sheltered by the last foothills of the Sierra de la Almenara, a mining 

area since the Carthaginian era. It also hosts the Roman Salt Preserving Factory Museum, which 

features part of a large industrial complex dating from the 4th and 5th centuries which was used for 

producing foods preserved in salt. The Mazarrón Phoenicians Boat interpretation center can be 

visited to see two Phoenicians boats discovered in the sea close the Playa de la Isla. The boats 

dating back to the 6th /7th  century BC, one of them, Mazzarron 2, in a remarkably complete state 

of preservation and providing invaluable information for archaeologist about the Phoenician 

shipbuilding techniques, is the most intact ancient ship discovered to date. The visitor center 

hosts an exquisitely made small scale replica of Mazzarron 2, crafted using the same building 

techniques and the same woods that would were used to build the original.  

Departure to Jaén 

119. Jaén is located in the northeast of the region of Andalusia, in southern Spain. This is the home 

"par excellence" of olive oil, and olive groves cover as much as two thirds of the cultivated land in 

the province. Almost all the districts have their own oil co-operatives, and also offer a programme 

of activities so visitors can learn everything about oil producing.  

 

120. The province's cultural attractions can be seen in the towns of Úbeda and Baeza, whose 

ensemble of Renaissance buildings has been declared a World Heritage Site by the UNESCO. 

There are also several castles in the province which can be visited by following the Castles and 

Battles Route. Its natural resources include four nature reserves and a mountain area with 

abundant Mediterranean vegetation and a rich and varied fauna. In the past few years, Jaén has 

been promote another cultural route as part of the Phoenicians’ Route: Viaje al tiempo de los 

Iberos (trip at the time of the Iberians). The route about Iberian people that cooperated with the 

Cartaginians against the Romans during the Punic Wars previews some cities and archaeological 

places as Puente Tablas, Cástulo, Linares. 
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Next step Santo Tomé, where was the Baecula battle between Romans and Cartaginians.  

Day 8: Malaga - Melilla 

121. Three thousand years ago the Phoenicians landed in Málaga, they called it Malaca (probably 

from the word malac - to salt) and they used the harbour as an important centre for salting fish. 

They built the fortress overlooking Málaga - now replaced by the Alcazaba, the interesting 

archaeological museum housed in the Moorish Castle, beneath this fortress contains Phoenician 

pottery excavated from the fortress and nearby burial grounds. 

From Malaga departure to Melilla 

122. A city of Phoenician origin, for centuries Melilla has been an important trading port and defensive 

bastion in the Mediterranean. The early Old Town contrasts with the rest of the city, which has an 

important group of Modern buildings.  Attracted by its strategic position in the Mediterranean, the 

Phoenicians established themselves on Melilla's current site in the 7th century BC.  

 

123. Rusadir, as the city was known, became a flourishing trading port. Centuries later, it became a 

Roman colony and an important communications center. Melilla reached its most splendid age 

with the Arabs, as a trading and defensive city. From 1497, it passed into Spanish hands and 

became an important military establishment. Melilla la Vieja. The oldest part is the fortified city 

(16thCentury), known as El Pueblo. Declared a Historic-Artistic Site, Melilla la Vieja was originally 

formed by four fortresses linked together by drawbridges. The narrow streets making up the 

oldest districts for the city are hidden behind its thick walls and deep ditches. The most recent 

defensive bastion is situated in the Citadel, and made up of the Grande, Chica, Victoria and 

Rosario forts. Within the walls, the Plaza de las Peñuelas, is surrounded by important buildings, 

like the Gothic chapel of Santiago. Other important places in the early citadel are the Museum of 

the City, the church of la Concepción, the oldest in Melilla, and the bastion of La Concepción, site 

of the Army Museum. 

Day 9: Cadiz 

Departure to Cadiz 

124. Cadiz stands on a peninsula jutting out into a bay, and is almost entirely surrounded by water. 

Named Gadir by the Phoenicians, who founded their trading post in 1100 BC, it was later 

controlled by the Carthaginians, until it became a thriving Roman port. It sank into oblivion under 

the Visigoths and Moors, but attained great splendor in the early 16th century as a launching point 

for the journey to the newly discovered lands of America. Cadiz was later raided by Sir Francis 

Drake, in the struggle to gain control of trade with the New World, and managed to withstand a 
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siege by Napoleon's army. Today, there are only few heritages by the phoenico-punics period but 

there is a strong sense of belonging of the inhabitants of Cadiz that can surprise anyone.  

5) Points to consider 

5.1 Market and Tourists 

5.1.1 The Mediterranean market 

 
125. With 350 million international arrivals, the Mediterranean market is a very promising one, 

counting for one third of the worldwide volume. The number of international arrivals to the 

Mediterranean has been increasing, 4.4 % in 2014 and 2.3% in 2015, and it is expected to keep 

increasing by 10 million arrivals per year until 2030.The total receipts from tourism in this area 

accounted for 258 billion Euros in 2015, including 32 billion Euros in passenger transport and the 

average of total exports was 12%, the double of the world average (6%). 

 

126. The Mediterranean constitutes the biggest tourism destination worldwide, with 32% of the global 

market share. Even though the tourists´ motivations vary, 90% of the visitors to the 

Mediterranean say that their travel motivation is “leisure”. More than two thirds of the trip booking 

made to the Mediterranean are done online and more than half of the visitors plan the trip at least 

a month before. 

 

127. Tourists going to the Mediterranean demand non-traditional tourism products and service 

providers, preferably through digital platforms. The customers´ needs are changing, they´re 

looking for more modular products and “do it yourself packages”. Nevertheless, a lack of product 

diversification and innovation remains.  

 

128. Aside from the socio-demographic criteria to determine the target tourists groups, psychographics 

should also be taken into consideration. A study should be conducted on how the traveler thinks 

and feels, to determine the personal factors that influence them to travel: their motivations, 

desires… This will enable tour operators to offer more attractive and personalized experiences. 

5.1.2 Possible target tourist groups 

 

129. Undeniably there are different types of tourists with different interests and all could be possible 

target groups for the proposed tourism itineraries. For example there are the tourists who visit a 

country and other cultures to learn and  to know more and in the majority of the cases, this 

process is passive and is limited to the visit of archeological sites, monuments and museums, 

another type of tourists are the ones who engage in a more participative experiment, with an 
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interest more pronounced for the local culture, a desire to know and discover, finally, there are 

the tourists who represent a third stage in the evolution of this form of tourism, and goes even 

further. It is based on the desire to learn, to live with and to actively take part in a meaningful 

experience. Given the criteria used to develop the three pilot itineraries and the unique 

experiential and participatory aspect they´re aiming to offer, the third type of tourists would be the 

one that should be focused on. 

5.2 Community and Places 

 

130. The concept of experience consists of dramatizing the service or of the product, where the 

personnel transform into actor, the customers are the guests and the site becomes the scene. To 

live a tourist experience should be surprising and enchanting, by leaving an imperishable memory 

through innovation and the singular character of the experience. The things  that should be taken 

into consideration are: 

a. The physical-material constitution of the place and the consequent possible form of 

utilization.  

b. The cultural symbolism of the place which uses symbols to contribute to creating a 

singular identity.  

c. The neighboring environment of the place, which by the utilization and activation 

structures to spatial habitat of the place. 

d. The infrastructure and the connection of and to the place. 

 

131. In order to offer unique experiences, a special focus should be given to the iconic attractions, 

activities, hidden gems, and local particularities’ that best speak to visitors’ interests and 

passions, along the three pilot tourism itineraries. 

 

132. Some discussion points and questions to answer before developing an experiential package and 

programme to the target tourists, are:  

 

a. What makes the local community special (e.g. people, places, stories, traditions, 

activities)? 

b. What memories should visitors leave with? 

c. Who should collaborate in crafting a relevant, engaging visitor experiences? 

d. Which experiences exist, or could be developed, to be part of the tourism itineraries? 

e. How can the experiences be personalized? 

f. What unique and authentic local treasures can be showcased?  

 


