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Your Royal Highness Princess Dana Firas, Chair of Petra 

National Trust in Jordan and Global advocate for cultural 

heritage preservation, 

 

It is wonderful to be in your presence today.  

 

Thank you so much for taking the time to join us here in Sri Lanka. 

 

As a fellow Jordanian, I am immensely proud to stand alongside you 

in the name of promoting tourism, and in particular cultural tourism, 

for development, peace and reconciliation. 

 

We are all inspired by your work with the Petra National Trust to 

raise awareness of tourism, heritage and community development in 

Jordan. 

 

Thank you for this commitment to tourism and support to UNWTO.  
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H.E. John Amaratunga, Minister of Tourism Development and 

Christian Religious Affairs of Sri Lanka,  

 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and your strong 

contribution to tourism development in Sri Lanka. 

 

Last year, Sri Lanka welcomes 1.8 million international tourists to 

enjoy its historic, cultural and natural sights. 

 

These tourists bring new opportunities for development, for cultural 

exchange and for building a more peaceful society because there 

can be no peace without development.  

 

Allow me thus to congratulate you on Sri Lanka’s tourism 

achievements and assure you of our commitment to continue 

working with you on its future success.   

 

H.E. Guy Didier Hyppolite, Minister of Tourism of Haiti, 

 

Thank you so much for travelling so far to join us today. 

 

I am very pleased that Haiti is a voice in this crucial conversation on 

tourism as a catalyst for development and peace. 

 

I congratulate you on your efforts to promote tourism within Haiti’s 

development agenda and on your recent appointment. 
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Mr. Paddy Withana, Chairman of Sri Lanka Tourism, 

 

Thank you so much for your cooperation in organizing and hosting 

this conference here in wonderful Passikudah. 

 

Thank you also for your longstanding cooperation with UNWTO, 

stretching right back to 1967 when we supported Sri Lanka’s first 10-

Year Master Plan for tourism development.  

 

We are very excited to be here in Sri Lanka celebrating 50 years 

since the “Ceylon Tourist Board”, what is now Sri Lanka Tourism, 

was established.  

 

I wish to commend your leadership in making tourism a true driver 

for development in Sri Lanka over the past 50 years, through times 

of conflict and now in times of peace. 

 

 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends, 

 

Welcome to Passikudah and thank you for joining us for this 

Conference on “Tourism: a Catalyst for Development, Peace and 

Reconciliation”. 

 

Allow me at the outset to express, on behalf of UNWTO and the 

international tourism community, our heartfelt sympathy to the 
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people of Sri Lanka for the tragic landslides and floods that affected 

the country in May this year. 

 

In this difficult time, our thoughts are with you as are our wishes for 

an effective recovery. 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Sri Lanka is a country long renowned for its beauty and now 

emerging as a peaceful, unified and welcoming nation. 

 

For this reason it is the perfect location for this conference. 

 

Tourism is a pillar of peace and a cornerstone of development, 

creating jobs, reducing inequality, creating more prosperous and 

stable societies and better livelihoods. 

 

Tourism counts for 10% of global GDP, 7% of exports and one in 

every 11 jobs worldwide. 

 

And the sector continues to grow. In 2015, nearly 1.2 billion tourists 

travelled the world compared with just 25 million in 1950. 

 

But behind these numbers, tourism is much more. 

 

It is a powerful transformative force that breaks down barriers and 

builds bridges between people, communities and nations. 
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A force that promotes tolerance and understanding while 

contributing to sustainable development. 

 

A force that, like few other economic sectors, helps communities 

value themselves, their cultures and traditions, their environment, 

and their place in the world. 

 

And a force that fights bigotry and prejudice, and makes us better 

people and the world a better place. 

 

Even the most challenging situations have seen tourism make 

unexpected breakthroughs.  

 

Who would have thought, for example, just two decades ago, that 

countries such as the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and 

Slovakia would emerge from isolation and become successful 

tourism destinations in Europe?  

 

Who would have believed that Cambodia and Viet Nam would arise 

from the shadows of war, and drive Asia´s rapid tourism growth?  

 

Who would image tourism giving Colombia a renewed and 

esteemed place in the world?   

 

By revitalizing areas where conflict drove tourism away, just like 

Passikudah, Sri Lanka is showing us tourism’s potential as a tool for 

peace, development, stability and unity. 
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Dear Friends, 

 

Despite its proven capacity to drive peace, tourism as an instrument 

for peace remains still an untapped resource. 

 

And there is no better time than now to discuss such a vital topic as 

our world continues to struggle with the grim forces of conflict, 

intolerance and prejudice.    

 

Allow me thus to highlight three areas of action that can help us 

set a common agenda for tourism and peace: 

 

1. Integrating tourism into the development, peace and 

reconciliation processes 

 

Tourism is a cross-cutting sector, so we need integrated 

national and regional tourism policies that capitalize on the 

sector’s strong contribution to overall development and peace 

objectives. 

 

When tourism is fully included as a part of a holistic framework 

for development and peace, it can make a more direct 

contribution to stability and unification. 

 

We need to ensure tourism is one of the pillars of the peace 

and reconciliation processes as it brings new opportunities for 

shattered communities.  
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2. Building knowledge and sharing experiences  

 

We need to ensure that tourism development involves all 

stakeholders, including the private sector and host 

communities, and is planned to be responsible and 

sustainable.  

 

Sharing our experiences can help us build an international 

knowledge network on how tourism can contribute effectively 

to peace and reconciliation.  

 

The more we know and can cooperate, the more we can 

achieve as a global community.  

 

We trust that the International Handbook on Tourism and 

Peace published by the University of Klagenfurt in Austria with 

the support of UNWTO as well as event such as this will help 

us build a sound knowledge on this issue.  

 

3. Placing peace at the heart of the tourism agenda 
 

There is no tourism without peace and there is more peace 

when there is tourism. 

 

But solving conflict and maintaining peace through tourism 

requires a positive, dynamic process of dialogue, mutual 

understanding and cooperation. 
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And though we celebrate reconciliation in Sri Lanka, we must 

not forget that this is a time of global challenges to our sector. 

 

At this time, we call for increased cooperation in safety and 

security, in promoting seamless travel and in advancing 

emergency preparedness, so that our sector can be part of the 

global fight for peace and stability. 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

In closing, I invite all of you to join us as we celebrate 2017 as the 

International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development. 

 

This is an important opportunity for us to together make tourism a 

pillar in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, agreed upon 

by all members of the United Nations in 2015. 

 

We are seeing 1.2 million international tourist arrivals in 2015, and 

we expect this to grow to 1.8 billion by 2030. 

 

Every traveller can be a global ambassador of peace, of 

development and of unity – and we should encourage this future. 

 

As JFK said “travel has become one of the great forces for peace 

and understanding in our time”.  

 

In this Age of Travel, never has our role as global citizens been 

more significant.  
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More than just being tourists or travelers, we are all called to be 

Global Ambassadors of peace. 

 

 

Thank you for listening and I wish you successful sessions today. 

 

 


