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Opening ceremony and welcome reception of 

UNWTO Executive Council 

9 May 2016 20:30-22:00 

Malaga, Spain 

 

Excellency Mr. Mohamed Yehia Rashed, Minister of Tourism of 

Egypt and Chair of UNWTO Executive Council, 

 

 A very warm welcome as new chair of UNWTO’s Executive Council. 

 

 Congratulations on your recent appointment as Minister of Tourism 

for Egypt – rest assured you can count on our continuous support. 

 

 We look forward to working under your leadership over the next 

days.  

 

Ms. Isabel María Borrego Cortés, Secretary of State for Tourism of 

Spain, 

 

 We are privileged to have you with us tonight.  

 

 Thank you for your continued support and for allowing us to meet 

here in Spain once again. 

 
 

 Allow me to congratulate all of you for Spain’s’ positive performance 

in tourism where it continues to lead in the international markets as 

the 3rd most visited destination in the whole world. 
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 Allow me also to comment Spain’s commitment to make of tourism a 

pillar of a better life for all Spaniards by creating jobs and 

opportunities all around the country.  

 

Mr. Francisco de la Torre Prados, Mayor of Málaga, 

 

 I thank you for welcoming us all to the beautiful city of Málaga, which 

promises to be an inspiring setting for our discussions over the next 

few days. 

 

 And this year we are here not only for the Council but also to 

celebrate the 43rd United Nations Inter-Agency Games, which will 

bring to Malaga over 1.000 UN staff to compete in the Olympics of 

the United Nations.  

 
Mr. Elías Bendodo, President of the Province of Málaga, 

 

Ms. Susana Díaz Pacheco, President of the Board of Andalucía, 

(TBC) 

 

 Thank you for making of Malaga the Headquarters of the World 

Tourism Organization for the coming days 

 

 We could not have a more fitting location at the heart of one of the 

leading tourism destination in Spain and in the world.  

 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen, queridos amigos, 
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 Buenas tardes y bienvenidos. 

 

 It is a pleasure to welcome you all to the 103rd Executive Council of 

the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). 

 

 Thank you, ministers and ambassadors, for your support and 

participation in this Meeting and for your continuing cooperation with 

UNWTO.  

 

 I’m sorry I don’t have a lot of time to be able to thank you 

individually. 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 Málaga is a fascinating place with a rich cultural and historical 

backdrop accompanying the warm coastal waters and sandy 

beaches. 

 

 It is one of the many jewels in the crown of Andalucía.  

 

 This captivating region is home to no fewer than 5 UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites, a key feature in Spain’s tourism experience. 

 

 Málaga is, without doubt, one of the key tourist destinations in 

Spain, a country that continues to be a tourism leader worlwide. 
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 Congratulations to Málaga, to Andalucía and to Spain on the 

continued upward trajectory of your tourism sector, which remains 

steadfast in a time of global challenges and economic uncertainty. 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 Our very first Executive Council was also held in Spain (in Madrid) 

back in May 1975. 

 

 Back then, we could count 78 countries as Member States.  

 

 Now, we are 157 countries, 6 territories, 2 permanent observers and 

over 480 Affiliate Members. 

 

 This exceptional growth is in line with the continued growth and 

relevance of the tourism sector. 

 

 In 1975, there were 222 million international tourists; last year 

almost 1.2 billion tourists travelled the world – 50 million more than 

in 2014 and despite all challenges. 

 

 Looking ahead UNWTO forecast international tourist arrivals to 

reach 1.8 billion in 2030.  

 

 It is up to us to transfer these billion people into a force for good.  

 
 

Dear Friends 
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 Tourism has become one of the cornerstones of our economies and 

our societies. 

 

 In the coming days we will discuss how to support the continuous 

growth of tourism and how to deal with some of challenges facing 

tourism today – including those related to sustainability or security. 

 

 We will also discuss the celebrations of 2017 as the International 

Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development as adopted by the 

United Nations.  

 
Dear Friends, 

 

 Before I finish, I just want to note that we have around 250 

participants today from nearly 50 countries, including 13 ministers 

and 17 ambassadors. (TB updated) 

 

 It is very inspiring to see such strong attendance from the world’s 

leaders in tourism. 

 

 I trust that together we will have some engaging deliberations and 

work towards the common good of our sector through continued 

fruitful cooperation. 

 

 Thank you and I wish you all a successful Council. Gracias 

 


