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English 2016/2017 

University Course on 

“Tourism and International Cooperation for Development” 
 

I N F O R M A T I O N N O T E 
 

 
The George Washington University and the UNWTO.Themis Foundation offer the 

2016/2017 English edition of the University 
Course on 

“Tourism and International Cooperation for Development” 
 
 

"I have always thought of incentives, skills and competencies as different pieces that make the puzzle of a dream 

career. It took me 8 years of studying for my PhD in civil and environmental engineering to realize that I should pursue 

a career in international development.  I enrolled in the UNWTO- GWU course in October 2013 with the goal of 

answering one question: Would changing my direction towards tourism development satisfy me and help me have a 

meaningful life? To me, this short course meant a lot. I enjoyed studying the course materials and got the chance to 

meet wonderful people with different backgrounds and perspectives in the tourism development field. During the 

distance-learning phase and the two weeks I spent in DC, I was impressed by the faculty and students’ global vision 

and had unique networking opportunities. Another outcome of this course was that it made me realize how helpful my 

background in environmental engineering would be while pursuing a career in tourism development, including an 

assignment last year at the World Bank.” 

 
Faezeh Behzadnejad, PhD - 2014 Course Participant 

 
 

ABOUT THE COURSE 

 
The University Course on “Tourism and International Cooperation for Development” trains university graduates, 

industry professionals and government officials in subject areas related to international cooperation and development 

through tourism in line with the recently adopted Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Participants are given an 

opportunity to achieve specialization in this area of work in order to take advantage of international development 

opportunities available through official development agencies. 

 
Objectives 

 
   To provide participants with basic knowledge and tools to take part in international cooperation projects or 

development programmes through tourism. 

   To disseminate UNWTO's principles and guidelines, especially tourism's role in employment creation and 

poverty alleviation. 

   To develop innovative approaches linked to the United Nations Declaration of 2017 as the International Year 

of Sustainable Tourism for Development. 

   To foster tourism opportunities for networking and community building between course participants, industry 

professionals and key tourism stakeholders. 
 

 
For further information on the course, please see the 2016 Course Brochure. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7dspB17xhqALWRWTEJ2YjUxckk/view?usp=sharing
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PARTICIPANT PROFILE 

 
University graduates, industry professionals and government officials from disciplines relevant to tourism with interest 

in planning international cooperation for development projects. A basic introduction to tourism module will be provided 

for participants with no academic or experiential background in tourism. 
 
 

ADMISSION PROCEDURE 

 
Participants are required to complete the official  on-line application form and upload the documents required by 30 

SEPTEMBER 2016. (If uploading is not possible, the below listed documentation must be sent in PDF or JPG format 

to capacity@unwtothemis.org, with the subject in line: “GWU-THMS16|Surname|”.) 
 

Documentation required: 
 

  Professional resume; 

  One letter of recommendation (Professional or Academic); 

  Letter of motivation stating why you want to participate in this course; 

  Copy of your highest academic degree; 

  Copy of your passport (biographical page). 

  ID picture; 

  English certificate for non-native speakers only (TOEFL and IELTS are preferred); 

 
*Visa formalities are the sole responsibility of the participant. 

 
 

COST OF THE COURSE 

 
The Course will be offered in two separate, stand-alone components: an On-line Course and  an On-site Practicum 
Experience in Washington DC, USA with duration of one week. 
 
Each part of the course represents an independent component, therefore Participants are not obliged to take both 
components.  
 
Price of the On-line components, scheduled for October 31 – December 12, 2016 has a cost of $ 1,255 USD 

  This fee will cover costs only for the on-line component of the course. Fees for the On-site part of the  

  Course will be published soon.  

 
Costs of travel to and from Washington DC, additional meals and accommodation are not included. 

 
GWU will provide information to assist participants in finding appropriate accommodations as needed. 

 
Payment Deadline: 

 
Once formally admitted, participants are asked to pay the corresponding tuition fee, directly to the UNWTO.Themis 

Foundation located in Andorra by  30 September 2016. The final admission of the participant will be formalized 

with the payment confirmation. 

http://themis.unwto.org/webform/application-form-university-course-tourism-and-international-cooperation-development
mailto:capacity@unwtothemis.org

