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• UNWTO/UNESCO World Conference on 
Tourism and Culture gathers Ministers of 
Tourism and Culture for the first time

• Over 900 participants, including over 45 
Ministers and Vice Ministers of Tourism and 
Culture, international experts, speakers and 
guests from 100 countries, gathered at the 
UNWTO/UNESCO World Conference on 
Tourism and Culture in Siem Reap, Cambodia, 
to explore and advance new partnership 
models between tourism and culture (4-6 
February 2015) 3
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UNESCO  1972   CONVENTION 
for the Protection of World Cultural and

Natural   Heritage

• The Most Popular and Famous among the 
UNESCO Conventions with 1031 properties
inscribed in 163 countries (last figure in 
2015)

• Ratified todate by  191  States  Parties

• Japan signatory to the Convention in 1992 6



• Cultural (15)
• Buddhist Monuments in the Horyu-ji Area (1993)
• Fujisan, sacred place and source of artistic inspiration (2013)
• Gusuku Sites and Related Properties of the Kingdom of Ryukyu (2000)
• Himeji-jo (1993)
• Hiraizumi – Temples, Gardens and Archaeological Sites Representing the Buddhist Pure 

Land (2011)
• Hiroshima Peace Memorial (Genbaku Dome) (1996)
• Historic Monuments of Ancient Kyoto (Kyoto, Uji and Otsu Cities) (1994)
• Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara (1998)
• Historic Villages of Shirakawa-go and Gokayama (1995)
• Itsukushima Shinto Shrine (1996)
• Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape (2007)
• Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range (2004)
• Shrines and Temples of Nikko (1999)
• Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining (2015)
• Tomioka Silk Mill and Related Sites (2014)
• Natural (4)
• Ogasawara Islands (2011)
• Shirakami-Sanchi (1993)
• Shiretoko (2005)
• Yakushima (1993) 7

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/660
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1418
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/972
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/661
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1277
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/775
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/688
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/870
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/734
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/776
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1246
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1142
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/913
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1484
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1449
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1362
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/663
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1193
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/662


• The 1031  sites inscribed on the World 
Cultural and Natural sites are :

• 31   Trans boundaries
– (2     Delisted)

• 48   in Danger
• 802  Cultural
• 197  Natural
• 32    Mixed sites (Cultural and Natural) 
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• Inscription of Properties on the prestigious
UNESCO World Heritage List is definitely
having an impact on Tourism Growth.

• As  stated by the UNESCO Director
General, Mrs. Irina Bokova :« Tourism, if 
managed carefully and to the benefit of the 
host communities, provide significant links 
between Heritage assets and sustainable
development ».
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Dr. Taleb Rifai, Secretary General of the       
UNWTO declared : 
« UNWTO and UNESCO have been 
working for many years to ensure a 
sustainable approach to Heritage
management and Tourism with their
distinct, yet complementary, roles within the 
UN system … and such a cooperation has 
entered a new dynamic level » 
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The International Cultural Tourism Charter  
adopted by ICOMOS in Mexico in 1999 
considered that :

« At a time of increasing globalization, the 
protection, conservation, interpretation and 
presentation of the heritage and cultural 
diversity of any particular place or region is an 
important challenge for people everywhere »
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In line with ICOMOS Principles,  it is
recognized that « the relationship between
Heritage Places and Tourism is dynamic and 
may involve conflicting values. It should be
managed in a sustainable way for present
and future generations…

Conservation and Tourism Planning for 
Heritage places should ensure that the 
Visitor Experience will be worthwile, 
satisfying and enjoyable »
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• It is agreed that there are challenges in 
the relationships between protection of 
World Heritage Properties and Tourism
Development.

• The negative impacts of Tourism on some
World Heritage Properties are,  by no 
means, inevitable.

• A number of World Heritage Properties
are fragile and cannot sustain an ill-
planned or mismanaged Tourism. 
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• This is why an effective Tourism
Management of World Heritage
Properties is essential for their
preservation and their conservation.

• As many World Heritage Properties are 
top tourists attraction, the Tourism Sector
needs to  play a significaant role in the 
preservation and safeguarding of Cultural 
tangible and intangible values.
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• As an example the experience gained by 
the annual meeting of the Mediterranean
Exchange for Archaeological Tourism in 
Paestum (Italy) between Experts in 
Archaeology and Tour Operators 17
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• La Borsa Mediterranea del Turismo
Archeologico

• Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological
Tourism

• Held every year in the World Heritage Site of 
Paestum  (Province of Salerno – Italy)

• It is the only event in the World dedicated to 
archaeological heritage showing interactive 
technologies for its preservation/presentation
and a meeting point for business 
professionals in Tourism.
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• Tourism can have a positive impact and 
lasting effects on our Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, on Creativity and 
Cultural Diversity , on the Environment
and balance of Societies, and as a 
mean for better understanding among
cultures and civilizations.
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• Romualdo Del Bianco Foundation

A  nonprofit organization based in Florence 
is promoting in cooperation with UNESCO, 
ICCROM, the Council of Europe and 
ICOMOS a new concept of Cultural Heritage
as instrument to foster Intercultural dialogue 
under a project named
Life Beyond Tourism

Considering the Tourist as a potential
harbinger of knowledge and of intercultural
dialogue. 22
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World Heritage Convention’s 40th 
anniversary celebration concludes and 
launches Kyoto Vision
Thursday, November 8, 2012

In a session dedicated to the World Heritage 
Convention at present, the panel discussion ‘Our 
Life and Heritage: Sustainable Development of 
World Heritage and World Heritage for 
Sustainable Development’ touched on topics 
including participatory tourism management at 
World Heritage sites .

24



The « Kyoto Vision » which concluded the 
celebration in November 2012 of the 40th 
Anniversary of the World Heritage
Convention considered that

« Attention should be given to the 
development of sustainable Tourism as 
one of the sources of economic benefits
and empowerment for local communities, 
and the appreciation of cultural diversity by 
visitors

25
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• Never before in the History of Humanity
have the inhabitants of the Planet Earth
travelled as much as in our contemporary
time, or been as much engaged in the 
discovery of other Cultures;

• International Tourism was set to hit a new 
record at the end of 2014 with over one 
billion international tourists travelling the 
World in one single year !
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Cultural and Natural World Heritage that
attracts so many tourists and is a resource
for Development is, fortunately, distributed
throughout the World, thus providing an 
additional opportunity for many non-
industrial countries.

A significant example in this Asian region : 
the  rapid socio – economic development
due to the world attraction of  the site of 
Angkor incribed on the World Heritage List 
in 1992. 
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• A case study on Angkor showed some of the 
key threats and concerns World Heritage sites 
across the world may also have to deal with 
and manage. When Angkor was first inscribed 
in 1992, it was immediately placed on the List 
of World Heritage in Danger due to threat 
from conflict lasting for several years.

• It was only removed from this List in 2004, 
and, although domestic conflict was no longer 
a threat to the site, a number of new issues 
endangering the site had become apparent.

• 29



• Angkor is an extensive site, which in recent 
years, has been visited by over three million 
international and domestic tourists per year.

• The impact of so many visitors is one of the 
key threats Angkor has been attempting to 
manage since its inscription.

• ‘Managing heritage at Angkor requires 
managing tourism’.

• In response, the ‘Angkor World Heritage Area 
Tourism Management Plan, 2012–2020’ (TMP) 
under the Angkor Heritage Management 
Framework (HMF) project was developed.
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311992 – Angkor, Cambodia, view from the helicopter



321992 – Angkor



331992 – Angkor



341992 – Angkor



35Sessions to villagers



36Sessions to Buddhist Monks



371998 – Angkor
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40Training sessions to the cultural heritage Police



41Distribution of gifts during information and education sessions
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• This is why an effective Tourism
Management of World Heritage properties
is essential for their preservation, 
conservation and presentation
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• We believe that Tourism which brings
individuals and human communities into
contact, and through them Cultures and 
Civilizations, has an important role to play
in facilitating and promoting dialogue 
among Cultures. 
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• Tourism has also the capacity to assist the 
populations of the World to live better
together and thereby to contribute to

• « the construction of peace in the minds of 
men and women » to paraphrase the 
UNESCO Constitution,

• Construction of Peace which is so much
needed in so many places of the World. 
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