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1994 Samarkand Declaration on Silk Road Tourism

19 countries called for: ‘...A peaceful and\fruitful rebirth.of
these legendary routes as one of the



The Silk Road NOW...
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e« Economies growing stronger in Asia & Middle East
— and increased outbound travel

« New destinations emerging and opening up

e Improved connectivity via transnational rail links
and new air routes

e Internet accessibility & role of social media

iid SSeEaR- Gaining political momentum: “Let's work together
Al ey to create a new Silk Road” - Hillary Clinton, US
j . .=s  Secretary of State, 2011
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Marketing & Promotion
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Building the new Silk Road for Tourism

. A collaborative platform aimed at

— U O fostering sustainable and
i competitive tourism along the

historic routes. Currently
developing practical initiatives In
3 key areas:

» Marketing and Promotion

Silk Road A » Destination Management
ATon Plart § 7 e ' and Capacity Building

2014 /2015

> Travel Facilitation




Progress 2010-2014

e Stronger engagement and commitment from Member States
* Increased brand awareness at major tourism fairs

* Improvements to visa policies

« Transnational route development




Facilitating travel on the Silk Road

KAZAKHSTAN new visa free
regime for 10 countries including
Japan (15 days)

RUSSIA visa free entry to tourists
travelling on cruise ships to St
Petersburg for up to 72 hours

GEORGIA no visa policy for over
100 countries

EGYPT visa on arrival for almost all
countries

TURKEY & AZERBAIJAN evisain
place

—

' /70 G 1 l
TS

A\
UNWTO

N\ ‘ﬂo‘

Tourism Visa
Openness Report
o for the

Silk Road Countries

ilk Road Ministers’ Meeting



Capacity Building & Destination Management:
New Partnerships

UNESCO/UNWTO Silk Road Heritage Corridors & i@*
M_ IR\
Tourlsm Strategy United Nations Wo:;.m‘

Educational, Scientificand . Heritage
Convention

Cultural Organization

Groundbreaking transnational project aimed at raising the profile of Silk Road heritage while
safeguarding its outstanding universal values

Two heritage corridors:
* The Chang'an-Tianshan Corridor: From China through Kazakhstan into Kyrgyzstan -

World Heritage List Inscription (June 2014)
* Crossing Uzbekistan and Tajikistan

Together with State Parties, UNESCO & UNWTO are developing a tourism strategy to provide
policy guidance and recommendations for visitor management, site presentation, promotion

and planning




Capacity Building & Destination Management:
Thematic Tourism Routes

VeRoTour Project

Objectives:

» Introduce sustainability as a key element of
competitiveness

» Support the development of sustainable
tourism products

» Focus on small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMESs)




How to get involved

Promote the Silk Road in marketing and campaigns
Support national and international route development

Join our events: Silk Road events at WTM, TOs Forum [TB
7" UNWTO International Meeting on Silk Road Tourism,
18-20 June 2015

Boost your CSR by supporting the Silk Road

Lobby for travel facilitation



Thank you!

Web: silkroad.unwto.org Email: silkroad@unwto.org




