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CONCEPT NOTE 
UNWTO International Conference on Tourism and Heritage Protection 

(Mandalay, Myanmar, 12 June, 2014) 
 
 

I.  Background 
 
Secretary General of UNWTO on the occasion of his official visit to Myanmar in 2012 recognized 
unexplored resources, in particular the country´s rich cultural assets. In this context UNWTO 
Secretary General proposed a technical event to be organized to introduce several cases of 
cultural tourism in Asia, including those of China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia and Thailand.  
 
The ultimate objective of the proposal was to provide practical insights and experiences on how 
other countries have progressed on the development of cultural tourism products, and what are 
the lessons to learn in terms of policy formulation on the sustainable management of Myanmar’s 
abundant cultural heritages sites.   
 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) in collaboration with the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism of 
Myanmar is co-organizing the UNWTO International Conference on Tourism and Heritage 
Protection back to back with the 33rd Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) Tourism Working Group 
Meeting & the Mekong Tourism Forum 2014 in Mandalay, Myanmar on the 12th of June. The 
conference will focus on the important relationship between tourism and heritage protection in 
Myanmar and its powerful impact and contributions to the national economy. This conference will 
serve to gather national, regional and international expert’s inputs – in the form of case study 
analysis and recommendations – which will be eventually presented to the Ministry of Hotels and 
Tourism of Myanmar. 
 
 

II. Objective                                                                                                                                
 
The main objective of the conference is to create a platform for participants from the public and 
private sector involved in decision making to engage in dialogue and exchange of experiences on 
the development and management of heritage tourism that benefit the country and local 
communities. The focus will be on policy formulation and integrated management of heritage sites 
for the protection and conservation of their integrity as well as their long-term sustainability.  In 
view of Myanmar’s abundant cultural heritages sites, UNWTO intends to serve the Government of 
Myanmar with a solid contribution and guidance to the development process on tourism and 
heritage protection. 
 
 
 

III.  Programme 
 
The relationship between heritage and sustainable tourism development shall be the underlying 
issue inspiring all panel discussions of the forum, whereby the role of heritage will be examined 
through different experiences and/or case studies from Asia and Europe.  
 
The topics and issues for the one-day conference would include:  
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- The role and impact of heritage in socio-economic development in the framework of 

national development policies with particular focus on sustainable cultural tourism; 
- Case studies and best practices in Heritage Conservation, Management and Governance in 

the context of sustainable management   
 
There will be a keynote Presentation of case studies and open debates with a focus on 
‘Sustainable Tourism-Challenges and Opportunities’ in the context of national development 
policies.  
 
The Conference will involve experience sharing presentations and discussions using case studies 
and analyses to examine the potential role of different stakeholders, in both public and private 
sectors. The exchanges will mainly focus on how to set public policy on heritage tourism at the 
national and local levels, as well as building on international cooperation models and best 
practices. The conference would offer participants a platform to present relevant case studies, to 
actively participate in open debates and to draft the findings, conclusions and recommendations 
for the Government of Myanmar.  
 
 

IV.  Target Participants 
 
The first target audience will be the senior government officers, representatives from local 
authorities, and private decision makers from the culture and tourism sector in Myanmar. 
 
The second target audience will be the general participants, experts and speakers for the Mekong 
Tourism Forum 2014. 
 
UNWTO will also invite any interested experts or senior officers in charge of cultural heritage sites 
and tourism issues in Asia. 
 
 

V.  Outcomes 
 
The UNWTO Conference on Tourism and Heritage Protection aims at achieving the following 
outcomes: 
 

1. Identify opportunities and challenges by bringing together heritage protection experts 
from China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia as well as Spain to further the exchange of ideas, 
perspectives and good practices; 
 

2. Reinforce the analysis of relevant case studies from different GMS countries, including 
certain case studies that shall be examined directly in Myanmar; 

 
3. Provide expert suggestions would result in a series of new findings, conclusions and 

recommendations on the topic of ‘heritage protection and sustainable tourism 
development’ in Myanmar; and  

 
4. Provide practical recommendations on the next steps to further implementing the 

government policy setting in Myanmar. 


