
 

Visa Facilitation in Africa 

 

56th Regional 

Commission for Africa 
 

 

Luanda, Angola 

29 April 2014 



Visa Facilitation  

• Visas provide essential functions  

• Immigration Control 

• Security 

• Limitation of duration of stay and activities 

• Application of measures of reciprocity 

 

• However … visas also act as a constraint to 

international travel and its economic benefits 



Visa Facilitation – Global Summary 2013 

 

• On average 2/3 of the world’s population need  

a visa prior to departure 

• 18 % without a visa 

• 15 % visa on arrival 

• 3 % eVisa 

 

• Between 2010 and 2013, 44 destinations significantly 

facilitated the visa for citizens of 20 or more countries  

 

• The most common facilitation measure: ‘Visa on arrival’ 



Visa Facilitation in Africa 



Openness 

The openness index ranges from 0 to 100 and indicates to what extent a 
destination is facilitating tourism. The higher the score, the better. 



Openness of African countries 

 

 

• Africa´s openness improved from 11 to 29 

between 2008 and 2013 

• In comparison, the world’s openness improved 

from 20 to 30 between 2008 and 2013 

• Africa´s openness has continued to improve in 

2014 to 32 



Openness of African subregions 
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Data Collection & Verification 



2013: World population affected by… 

Global policies 
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World population affected by visa policies of 

African countries, 2008-2014 
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World population affected by visa policies of 

African countries, 2008-2014 

           2008                               2014 

Traditional visa policies decreased from 88% to 58% 

Visa on arrival policies increased from 3% to 32% 
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How African countries are opening to global tourism 

 

• Between 2008 and 2014, African countries have reduced 

the requirement for traditional visas for 30% of the 

global population 

 

• In the same period African countries have increased their 

openness by implementing visa on arrival policies in the 

place of traditional visa requirements 

 

• Between 2013 to 2014, all regions of the world benefitted 

from African countries substituting traditional visa 

requirements for visa on arrival policies 
 



Regional markets affected by visa policies of 

African countries, 2014 
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Regional markets affected by visa policies of 

African countries, 2014 
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Regional markets affected by visa policies of 

African countries, 2014 
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Citizens of Asia and 

the Pacific and the 

Middle East are 

required the most, on 

average, to obtain 

visa prior to travelling 

to African countries 



Visa policies for African citizens travelling to other 

African countries, 2014 

52% Visa required vs 

48% Europe and 

50% Americas 

 

25% Visa on arrival vs 

36% Europe 

37% Americas 

 

22% No visa vs 

13% Europe 

14% Americas 
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African population affected by visa policies of 

African subregions, 2014 
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World population affected by visa policies of 

African subregions, 2014 
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Thank you! 
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