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 SPEAKERS PROFILE 

Mr. Simon Anholt - Policy Advisor, National Image 

Simon Anholt is an independent policy advisor who has worked with over 50 

Heads of State, Heads of Government and administrations of nations, as well 

as numerous cities and regions worldwide, to develop and implement 

strategies for enhanced economic, political and cultural engagement with other 

countries. 

These strategies are typically in the areas of economic competitiveness, public 

diplomacy, cultural policy and cultural relations, national identity and reputation, 

educational policy, regional integration, export promotion, tourism, foreign 

direct investment, security and defence, immigration and related areas of social 

policy, language policy, sustainability, talent attraction and major international 

events.  

Professor Anholt devised the concept of nation brand in 1996 and today is the 

authority in this field. He is the founder and publisher of the annual Anholt-GfK 

Roper Nation Brands Index, Anholt-GfK Roper City Brands Index and Anholt State Brands Index, three major surveys 

which use a panel of over 30,000 people in 25 countries to monitor global perceptions of 50 countries, 50 cities and the 

52 States of the Union. 

 

Dr. Richard Denman - Director of “The Tourism Company” 

Richard Denman is Director of The Tourism Company, an international tourism 

consultancy. 

Following a degree in economics from Cambridge University and a doctorate 

from the University of Edinburgh based on tourism research, he worked in 

senior positions in tourism administration in the UK.  He became a consultant in 

1988.  He is an international specialist in destination management and tourism 

sustainability and has worked in over 50 countries worldwide, including projects 

for local communities, governments and international development agencies.  

Richard has worked particularly closely with the UNWTO, including producing 

their joint report with UNEP on Making Tourism More Sustainable which has 

been used around the world as a reference point for governments. He has 

considerable experience of tourism in islands and in 2012 he prepared 

UNWTO’s report on Challenges and Opportunities for Tourism Development in 

Small Island Developing States.  Richard is a past Board Director of The 

International Ecotourism Society and is currently an advisor to the Travel Foundation in the UK.  
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Ms. Sonia Huerta - Division Manager THR  

Sonia Huerta holds a degree in Business Management by Glasgow University 

(Scotland), Msc in International Marketing by Strathclyde University (Scotland) 

and Postgraduate in Executive Program in Commercial Direction and Sales 

(EADA) 

Sonia has worked for 6 years in the Strategy Division of the multinational 

consulting firm Capgemini, undertaking projects in different market sectors. She 

has later held the position of Joint Director of Sales and Marketing in the toy 

company Famosa during 3 years. She was responsible for the implementation 

of the projects incorporated in the Strategic Plan for the Marketing and Sales 

area, including a complete re-organization of the sales function. As Manager in 

THR, Sonia is contributing with her knowledge and skills as consultant in 

marketing and sales, and with her experience in the management of strategy 

and implementation projects. 

 

 

 

Mr. Vijay Poonoosamy - VP International and Public Affairs at Etihad and Chair of IATA's Industry 

Affairs Committee 

Mr Vijay Poonoosamy, a national of Mauritius, was an Aviation Lawyer in 

London, the Managing Director of Air Mauritius and the Executive Chairman of 

Airports of Mauritius before joining Etihad Airways where he is the Vice 

President International & Public Affairs.   

Vijay is the Chair of IATA’s Industry Affairs Committee and a member of the 

Routes Advisory Panel, of the Advisory Board of the World Tourism Forum 

Lucerne and of the World Economic Forum’s Steering Group on The Future 

Role of Civil Society Project.  

Vijay was Chairman of the 1994 ICAO World-wide Air Transport Conference, 

ICAO Rapporteur and Chairman of the 1999 ICAO Special Group on the 

Modernisation of the Warsaw Convention, Vice Chairman of the 2009 ICAO 

Special Committee on Aviation Security Conventions and a Moderator for the 

April 2012 ICAO Air Transport Symposium and for the March 2013 ICAO Pre-

Air Transport Conference Symposium. 
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Dr. Daniel Scott - Associate Professor - Principal Investigator (University of Waterloo, Canada) and 

Canada Research Chair (Global Change and Tourism). 

Dr. Daniel Scott is a Canada Research Chair in Global Change and Tourism 

at the University of Waterloo (Canada). He has over 100 publications related 

to climate change and tourism, including collaborations with the United 

Nations World Tourism Organization, United Nations Environment 

Programme, and the World Meteorological Organization. Dr. Scott has been a 

contributing author and expert reviewer for the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change Third, Fourth, and Fifth Assessment Reports and is currently 

also on the Advisory Committee to the Global Partnership for Sustainable 

Tourism. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ioannis Spilanis – Professor, University of the Aegean, Greece  

Ioannis Spilanis studied Economics at the University of Athens (1975-9) and 

then in Grenoble (France), where he specialized in EU matters with emphasis 

on Regional Development (1979-1981). He completed his PhD in 1985 on 

“Tourism and Regional Development: The Case of the Aegean”. During the 

period 1987 - 1990 he worked at the Ministry of the Aegean as an expert on 

European politics, insular and tourism development. Since 1990 he teaches at 

the University of the Aegean, Department of Environment and since 2000 at 

PGC “Planning, Management and Tourism Policy”.  Founding member of the 

Laboratory of Local and Insular Development under which implemented many 

research programs on the island's development and tourism, participating in 

many conferences on the same objects in Greece and abroad. He was recently 

(2009-11) in charge of a study on the development of European islands and on 

applying a specific insular policy on behalf of the EU and for the evaluation of 

tourism in the Mediterranean. He currently holds the position of the Secretary 

General of Aegean and Insular Policy at the Ministry of Shipping and Aegean (2012-).  

His main research interests are in Sustainable Development, Development of Island Ecosystems, Tourism Planning 

and Development and Regional and Local Development. Member of the Economic Chamber of Greece, the 

Association of French-Speaking Regionalists (ASRDLF), the Greek Department of European Regional Science 

Association, the Greek Association of Regionalists (SEP), the Scientific Council of the Conference of Peripheral 

Maritime Regions of Europe (CRPM) 

 

 

 



World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) - A Specialized Agency of the United Nations 

Capitán Haya 42, 28020 Madrid, Spain. Tel: (34) 91 567 81 00 / Fax: (34) 91 571 37 33 – omt@unwto.org / unwto.org 

 

 

Ms. Sana Butler – journalist and travel writer 

 For more than 12 years, award-winning author Sana Butler has crisscrossed 

the globe as a Newsweek Travel Special Correspondent.  From Egypt to 

Singapore, Rwanda to Sardinia, she has engaged, educated and shaped public 

perception of countries with her culture, lifestyle and luxury travel features. She 

was one of the first mainstream U.S. journalists to publish a feature on 

sustainable community tourism that ran in the New York Times, connecting a 

domestic audience to the unique socio-economic struggles of emerging 

destinations.  

As the driving force behind awareness coverage of some of the world’s most 

discriminating and recognized five-star hotels, spas and cultural institutions, 

Sana is currently a contributor to Elle and Travel + Leisure.   

 Sana started her journalism career at the Wall Street Journal and was later 

recruited by CNBC and CNBC Asia to determine style and objective of new 

programming and develop media training guidelines for executives appearing on live television.  Eventually, she was 

asked to join ABC News World News Tonight with Peter Jennings as story editor – to come up with ideas, write and 

produce mini-documentaries for the segment Person of the Week.    

Her first book, published in 2009, focuses on a personal travelogue to find African Americans in the South whose 

parents were born before 1865.  Sugar of the Crop: My Journey to Find the Children of Slaves is the first (and only) 

book to discuss how freed slaves successfully raised their children after the Civil War, referred to by celebrity actor Bill 

Cosby as “exquisitely moving.”   Her research will be on feature display in the new African American Smithsonian 

Museum in DC when it opens in 2015. 

She graduated from Georgetown University with a BSBA in Marketing and earned a MS in Broadcast Journalism from 

Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, where she received an Alfred I. DuPont fellowship and 

Westinghouse scholarship.  But her infamous claim to fame is as a TV writer on Warner Bros. Entertainments' Star 

Trek Enterprise, where she was selected to be a Writers Guild of America, West Writing Fellow.  

 


