
UNWTO Silk Road Ministers’ Meeting 2013 
Wednesday 6 March 2013, 11.00-13.00,  ‘Berlin Room’, Hall 7.3 at ITB Berlin

Just over 40 years ago, the World Heritage Convention was conceived to protect sites of 
‘outstanding universal value’ to humanity. Today, almost 1,000 sites are World Heritage listed and 
millions of people travel each year to experience these unique cultural and natural assets. The 
ancient Silk Road is home to some of the world’s most impressive Heritage Sites, and the UNWTO 
Silk Road Ministers’ Meeting 2013 will look at the key issues relating to effective heritage 
management for tourism. The Meeting will explore how destinations can work together to raise the 
profile of Silk Road tourism while safeguarding heritage sites and living culture to ensure they can be 
enjoyed by generations to come.

10.15-10.45 / REGISTRATION OPEN

11.00-11.10 / OPENING REMARKS 

Zoltan Somogyi, Executive Director for Member Relations and Services, World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO)
David Ruetz, Head of ITB Berlin

11.10-11.30
KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

‘Heritage Management along the Silk Roads: The Potential of Transnational Boundary 
Working’
 
Tim Williams, Institute of Archaeology UCL and Director, Ancient Merv Project
Acclaimed as the ‘greatest route in the history of mankind’ the ancient Silk Road formed the first 
bridge between the East and the West and was an important vehicle for trade between ancient 
empires of China, Central and Western Asia, the Indian sub-continent, and Rome. In recent years a 
team of experts at UNESCO, ICOMOS and UCL, have conducted ground-breaking research into the 
Silk Road’s sites and routes as part of the transnational Silk Roads World Heritage Serial Nomination 
project. This project has involved unprecedented collaboration between States Parties and this 
presentation will look at how this was achieved and the opportunities it creates for sustainable 
tourism development. The presenter will provide an insight into the cultural and ecological 
significance of the Silk Road and will explore how destinations can benefit from taking a collaborative 
approach to heritage management.

11.30-11.40

‘Collaborating for Sustainable Tourism Development on the Silk Road’

Alla Peressolova, UNWTO Silk Road Programme Coordinator
2013 is shaping up to be a busy year for the Silk Road and this presentation will look at how Member 
States can benefit from collaborating together within the framework of the UNWTO Silk Road 
Programme. The presentation will provide a review of the Programme’s progress in 2012 and outline 
major projects and priorities scheduled for 2013, in line with the Silk Road Action Plan. The 
presentation will include examples of how a number of Silk Road destinations are making progress 
in the 3 key areas: marketing and promotion; destination management and travel facilitation. 

GUEST PRESENTATIONS:
11.40-11.55

‘World Heritage and the Challenge of Tourism’

Peter DeBrine, Programme Specialist Sustainable Tourism, UNESCO
In recognition of the Silk Road’s role in contributing to the flourishing and development of 
civilizations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has 
been promoting the Silk Road as a vehicle for intercultural dialogue and education for over fifty years. 
This presentation will look at the delicate balance between tourism and conservation, and will 
highlight some of the projects that UNESCO is implementing to ensure a collaborative and 
sustainable approach to managing heritage on the Silk Road.

11.55-12.10

‘The Role of Technology in the Future of Heritage Management: The CyArk Approach’

Ruth Parsons, Executive Director, CyArk Europe
Unlike cultural artifacts safely housed in museums, cultural heritage sites are constantly at-risk. They 
are exposed to the daily effects of the natural environment, from the seemingly benign: sun, wind, 
and rain; to the dramatic: earthquakes, fire, and human aggressions. CyArk is a nonprofit 
organization with the mission of digitally preserving cultural heritage sites through collecting, 
archiving and providing open access to data created by laser scanning, digital modeling, and other 
state-of-the-art technologies. This presentation will demonstrate how technology is revolutionising 
heritage management and will feature a very relevant example from a Silk Road heritage site situated 
in Merv, Turkmenistan.

12.10-12.25

‘Intangible Cultural Heritage, a Proven Solution Provider in Addressing Millennium 
Development Goals’

Amitava Bhattacharya, Founder and Director - Banglanatak.com
In addition to its vast array of natural assets and cultural sites, the Silk Road countries boast a 
diverse range of intangible cultural heritage. The Silk Road’s unique handicrafts, gastronomy, rituals, 
music and other cultural expressions serve to enhance the visitor experience and contribute to 
intercultural understanding and exchange. For local communities, it is vital that living culture is 
safeguarded in a sustainable way. This presentation will look at banglanatak dot com, an inspiring 
example of how intangible heritage is being revived benefiting rural people, contributing to local 
growth through community led cultural tourism. The presenter will reveal how this grass-roots 
initiative is working to promote living heritage, foster pro-poor growth, stimulate grass-root 
entrepreneurship and motivate marginalized communities to participate in local development.

12.25-12.55 
MINISTERS’ DISCUSSION

Ministers will be invited to share their viewpoints and experiences on a number of key issues relating to 
heritage management, moderated by Valere Tjolle, Publisher and Editor - Vision on Sustainable Tourism

12.55-13.00 
CONCLUSIONS & CLOSE
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Simultaneous interpretation will be provided from English-Russian
This Meeting is by invitation only

Register online at silkroad.unwto.org or contact silkroad@unwto.org for more details


