
•	 It	was	the	German	geographer	Ferdinand	
van	Richthofen	who	first	introduced	the	
name	“Seidenstrasse”	(Silk	Road)	in	1870

•	 The	Silk	Road	was	not	a	single	route,	but	
rather	a	complex	network	of	overland	and	
sea	routes	

•	 Due	to	its	premium	value,	silk	was	for	a	long	
time	used	as	a	form	of	money

•	 Traders	barely	travelled	the	entire	Silk	Road.	
Instead	they	carried	goods	only	on	a	small	
segment	of	the	route,	and	then	passed	them	
on	to	the	next	trader	who	would	carry	them	
on	to	the	next	“hand-over”

Did you
know?

About the Silk RoAd
Acclaimed as the ‘greatest route in the history of mankind’ 
the ancient Silk Road formed the first bridge between 
the East and West and was an important vehicle for 
trade between ancient empires of China, India, Persia & 
Rome. Dating back to 200 BC, the route was a channel 
for contact between people and cultures, inspiring the 
exchange of dialogue, art, religion, ideas & technology. 

With its richly diverse cultural heritage and its wealth 
of natural tourism attractions spanning across 12,000 
kilometres of ancient routes, the Silk Road today offers 
visitors the opportunity to experience a unique network 
of destinations, following the footsteps of some of the 
world’s most acclaimed explorers such as Alexander the 
Great and Marco Polo.

objectiveS
the uNWto Silk Road Programme seeks to work with 
stakeholders to achieve the following key long-term 
objectives across its 3 key areas of work:

MARketiNG & PRoMotioN

• The Silk Road will be an established brand, supported by 
extensive cooperative marketing campaigns

• The Silk Road will stimulate cooperative campaigns and 
partnerships between public and private sectors 

• Silk Road tourism will act as a vehicle for fostering peace 
and cultural understanding

deStiNAtioN MANAGeMeNt

• Governments will value and support the tourism sector 
and gain significant return for their investment 

• Tourism will drive improved cultural and environmental 
management

• Tourism will generate significant direct and indirect 
employment 

• Silk Road stakeholders will work closely together for 
mutual benefit

tRAvel FAcilitAtioN

• The Silk Road will be an internationally renowned, 
seamless travel experience 

• Member States will work together to address border and 
visa issues

• High quality infrastructure will facilitate smooth travel 
across international borders 

PROGRAMME
ROAD
SILK
UNWTO 

uNWto
Silk RoAd PRoGRAMMe



GoveRNiNG bodieS

Why joiN?
Due to its unique landscape and its variety of distinct 
destinations, the Silk Road has the potential to become 
one of the world’s most popular regions for tourism.

Members of the UNWTO Silk Road Programme have the 
possibility to be involved in the development of the Silk 
Road into a distinctive travel destination. The UNWTO 
Silk Road Programme brings together Tourism Ministries 
with representatives from the private sector to develop 
and put forward strategies on sustainable tourism along 
the Silk Road that will have a positive impact on tourist 

arrivals, and generate significant direct and indirect 
employment in the tourism industry.

Joining the UNWTO Silk Road Programme, as a 
destination or a private sector company, also gives access 
to a unique network of NGOs, NTA/NTOs, International 
Organizations, local authorities, media, and the 
private sector. 

The Silk Road unites industry stakeholders under a 
powerful and attractive brand that is easily recognisable 
and implies a commitment to excellence and sustainability.

deStiNAtioNS

• Increased cooperation between destinations can 
facilitate travel across international borders 

• Knowledge transfer 

• Increased length of visit due to promotion of Silk 
Road tours

• International cooperation as a key instrument to 
strengthen social cohesion, solidarity and peace

PRivAte SectoR

• Profitable partnerships between public and 
private sector

• Promotion of good news stories on the UNWTO 
Silk Road Programme’s media channels

• Coordinated marketing at major international 
tourism fairs

FuRtheR ReAdiNG ANd ReSouRceS:

Silk Road Email - silkroad@unwto.org
UNWTO Silk Road Programme -  http://silkroad.unwto.org/en
Follow us also on Linkedin, Twitter, Flickr, and Vimeo
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