
Urgent Appeal to End Child Pornography 

 
(Original: Japanese. This appeal is drafted and initiated by Japan Committee for Unicef. More than 20 
prominent individuals from civil society, legal society and academics joined and listed as co-pleaders) 

 

Nine years have passed since introducing the Act on Punishment of Activities Relating to Child Prostitution 

and Child Pornography and the Protection of Children (hereafter referred as “the Act”). However, 

problems surrounding Child Pornography have yet to be resolved.  

Media reports Child Pornography cases almost daily. Since the introduction of the Act, hundreds of such 

cases, although they are still just a tip of the iceberg, have been brought into the courts. But the number is 

still in increase. Further, other forms of child pornography that are banned in other countries but not in 

Japan, by the Act, such as DVD/videos showing young age children in swimsuits posing to arouse, 

animation films, cartoons and computer games in which children are sexually exploited, are still widely 

available on the internet and on the street.  Children’s sex is still commercially and publicly exchanged in 

Japan for adult consumption. While there have been public calls both from Japan and abroad to stop these 

exchanges, the Act does not provide the law enforcement agency the means to enforce this. 

In November this year, the 3rd World Congress on Sexual Exploitation of Children will be held in Brazil.  At 

the 1st Congress in 1996, Japan was accused not only for being one of the largest producers and exporters 

of child pornography but also for doing nothing and therefore involuntarily harming children in many parts of 

the world. The Japan Committee for UNICEF run a campaign to pressure the Japanese government to 

introduce the Act, and, in partnership with the Government and the civil society, hosted the 2nd World 

Congress in Yokohama in 2001. At that time the international community responded by taking action and 

helping to get the Act passed. However, these days, with the rapid development and dissemination of the 

internet and mobile phone technologies and networks, the environment of child pornography is drastically 

changing.  Japan, known worldwide as an “IT and Software Contents Giant” is left uncontrolled, hundreds 

of thousands of children, not only in Japan but many corners of the world, continue to be sexually exploited 

under the name of child pornography.  We again are called upon to help. 

To end this situation, we: 

① Appeal to the Japanese public, the corporate sectors and all others to say NO to any acts to produce, 
sell, give, disseminate or publicize all forms of child pornography including photos, movies, cartoons, 
animation films showing, for sexual purposes, sexual abuse and exploitation of children, whether they are 
defined as child pornography or not by the Act.  

 
② Appeal to the government and the parliament to urgently amend the Act to reflect the following points: 
  
a. To criminalize and punish any possession of child pornography (article 7) 
b. To criminalize as Virtual child pornography, images in the form of animation, cartoons, computer game 

software and those with adult models etc. showing sexual abuse and exploitation of children (article 2) 
c. To obligate the central and local governments to implement educational programs to promote and 

understand the Convention of Child Rights (article 14) 
d. To set up a system to provide support and care to victims of child pornography, obligate the central 

government to establish a plan of actions and the concerned ministries on reporting (article 16) 

 
③ Support initiatives taken by media, communication industries, IT industries, software and contents 

productions, distributors, venders and all concerned entities, to voluntarily control the distribution and 



sales of the types of child pornography materials described in the above ①, and call for more actions.  
 
④ Appeal to prosecutors, the courts and those involved in the prosecution process to, by understanding 

that child pornography is a serious violation of children’s human rights and undermines their welfare, 
and to apply the Act more strictly to those committing the crimes. 

Please join us by signing your names to this appeal, we did it the last time and the act was passed, now we 
must improve it to protect our children and all children of the world. 
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