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“Unsustainable growth patterns continue to threaten 
human development and the world’s natural 
ecosystems. Climate related disasters, food insecurity, 
water scarcity and health emergencies are jeopardizing 
the stability and well-being of millions of people, above all 
the poorest and most vulnerable. These threats will only 
become greater as the pressure on our planet’s finite 
resources increases.
 
Investments in greener technologies have therefore 
become crucial for all countries in our shared quest to 
achieve sustainable development. Only by innovating 
and adopting low-carbon growth pathways can this goal 
be achieved. “

Ban Ki-moon,  
November 2011

How to get to Condominio SESC-SENAC?

Condominio SESC-SENAC – Av. Ayrton Senna, 5.555 . Barra da Tijuca - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

CONTACTS 
For more information about this Side Event, 
please contact:
Alain Dupeyras at alain.dupeyras@oecd.org 
Helena Rey at helena.rey@unep.org 
Zoritsa Urosevic at zurosevic@unwto.org
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Register Here
http://icr.unwto.org/en/
webform/registrationinscricao
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Background
The tourism sector has become one of the world’s most prominent drivers of 
economic progress and development. The rate of growth, the links to other 
sectors and the dependence on an intact natural environment puts the sector 
in a unique position from a sustainable development perspective. Tourism has 
also been identified as one of the ten sectors that can lead in the transition to a 
low carbon and inclusive Green Economy.
 
Shifts in tourism practices can yield major benefits, stimulating change towards 
greater sustainability within the tourism supply chain and in other sectors. 
Furthermore, sustainability, and green innovation in particular, play an important 
role in improving the sector’s resilience, enhancing competitiveness and 
reducing costs. Additional benefits include employment generation, improved 
resource efficiency and biodiversity conservation, which can cut costs and 
increase competitive advantages for companies and destinations while also 
enhancing visitor experiences.

Recognizing these potential gains, tourism businesses and policy-makers are 
turning to green innovation to enhance environmental, economic and social 
performance of the sector. Innovation in tourism revolves around problem 
solving, value adding and/or identifying more efficient ways of delivering goods 
and services. Despite evidence that progress is being made in the tourism 
sector, significant opportunities for improvement exist. The constraints to 
overcome include lack of information; long time horizons not shared by many 
SMEs; the need for coordinated action in supply chains; finding initial 
investment costs; and policy frameworks that do not support such innovation. 
There is also a need for knowledge-sharing across different sectors and 
developing cross sectoral linkages which promote sustainability.

Objectives
The event will provide an overview of the concept of green innovation, 
the main obstacles from a private and public sector perspective, and 
help identify ways of overcoming them. The presentations from private 
and public sector entities will highlight the intrinsic value of green 
innovation for companies, governments, destinations and their 
communities, and make the case for sectoral as well as cross-sectoral 
collaboration, dialogue and exchange of best practices.

WELCOME REMARKS
Antonio Oliveira Santos, President of CNC-SESC-SENAC

17:45 – 18:00 CLOSING REMARKS Closing by the OECD/UNEP/UNWTO

14:00 – 14:45

18:00 – 19:30 Networking Cocktail

Opening Session
• Alain Dupeyras, Head of Tourism, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs and Local  
   Development, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
• Arab Hoballah, Chief of Sustainable Consumption and Production at   
   UNEP-DTIE, United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)
• Márcio Favilla, Executive Director, World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)  
• Francisco Gaetani, Vice Minister, Ministry of Environment (Brazil)
• Gastão Dias Vieira, Minister, Ministry of Tourism (Brazil)

14:45 – 15:45 Panel 1: Approaches to Green Innovation in Tourism: Industry & Policy Perspectives
Moderator: Alain Dupeyras, Head of Tourism, OECD 

Industry Practices & New Business Models for Green Innovation in Tourism
Petra Nilsson-Andersen, Senior Advisor Innovation, Nordic Innovation 
Financing Green Innovation In Tourism
Carlos Nomoto, Vice-President for Sustainable Development, Santander Bank Brazil
A policy Perspective
Hyeri Han, Assistant Director, Intl. Tourism Division, Ministry of Culture, Sports & 
Tourism, Republic of Korea.
Debate

15:45 – 16:45 Panel 2: Measuring the Benefits of Green Innovation in Tourism
Moderator: Arab Hoballah, Chief of Sustainable Consumption & Production, UNEP-DTIE

Sustainable Events: Catalysing destination transformation and increasing 
competitiveness through collaboration
Guy Bigwood, Director of Corporate Sustainability, MCI
Trip at the tip of your fingers 
Caco de Paula, Director of Planeta Sustentavel, Editora Abril
Mainstreaming Innovation in SME’s Hotel industry
Helenio Waddington, President, Roteiros de Charme
Debate

16:45 – 17:45 Panel 3: Fostering Responsible Growth and Increasing Competitiveness in Tourism 
through Innovation 
Moderator: Zoritsa Urosevic, Head, Institutional and Corporate Relations,  UNWTO

How can green innovation enhance tourism competitiveness?
Helen Marano, Vice-President of Government & Industry Affairs, World Travel & 
Tourism Council (WTTC)
Reducing tourism negative impact through innovation
Eduardo Munhos de Campos, Vice-President, Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Commercial Aviation, EMBRAER 
Down to Earth for Tourism: Innovative solutions for a sustainable tourism 
Jan Lundin, CEO Swedish Travel and Tourism Industry Federation
Debate


