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CAMBODIA TOURISM PERFORMANCE 

 

 

1. Introduction 
The Royal Government of Cambodia under the brilliant and sound leadership of Samdech Akka 
Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, Cambodia 
tourism has been considered as a priority sector playing a role as Green Gold contributing to 
socio-economic development through directly and indirectly generating and increasing 
employment opportunity, income earnings for people, encouraging exports in place, accelerating 
economic growth, hiking up national income, reducing poverty, and contributing to efficiently 
responding to the climate change. 

2.  Main Tourism Areas 

Tourist attraction and development strategy shall be focused on cultural and historical 

heritage sites, customs, tradition, smile, and variety of beautiful natural views in Cambodia. 

Particularly, the important efforts will be included together to show different aspects of 

Cambodia internationally, especially the attraction of uniqueness of World Heritage Angkor 

Wat, the Preah Vihear temple has also been additionally listed by UNESCO as other World 

Heritage, Mekong river dolphin, Tonle Sap Biodiversity zone, natural attraction zone, coastal 

zone, and ecotourism zones in northeast and southwest part of Cambodia. 

It is certain on an exact basis that Cambodia has enormous potential for tourism development 

reflected through the supreme comparative advantages of diverse resources, cultural and 

natural heritage throughout the country, which attracted international tourists around the 

world to visit Cambodia’s wonderment and diversity. 

3.  Tourism Strategy and Policy 

The ongoing growth of Cambodia tourism industry anchored in our effort and endeavor by 

implementing the open sky policy, facilitation of travel, visa exemption, public-private sectors 

partnership, tourist safety and security, marketing and promotion strategy “promotional 

campaign– Cambodia: Kingdom of Wonder” and competitive slogan movement. Clean City, 

Clean Resort and Good Services, the regulatory and legal framework as well as regional and 

international cooperation.  

I would like to inform you that in last two month, we successfully hosted the ASEAN 

TOURISM FORUM 2011 in Phnom Penh, which held from 15-21 January 2011 and within 

more than 1000 buyers and sellers had attended in the event. And recently, the Ministry of 

Tourism of Cambodia has proudly submitted the Cambodian Bay has been accessed into”The 

Most Beautiful Bay in the World Club” and we will to get the certificate from the committee 

in May 2011 at Senegal.        

It is clarified that tourism is still continuing its major role as the center-row column of long-

term national economic growth. An addition, the Ministry of Tourism has been setting up 

National Tourism Development Strategy 2011-2020 aimed at ensuring that Cambodia become 

tourism destination with best quality and warmth for tourists (In line with the spirit of 

ASEAN Tourism Strategic Plan 2011-2015) and strengthening tourism roles in supporting 

national economic growth. 

The policy and strategy of the Royal Government of Cambodia is to ensure the country to full 

peace, safety and security. The Open Sky Policy adopted by the Government allows foreign 

airline companies to fly directly to Siem Reap and the Angkor Temples, making these tourist 

destinations more accessible to a broader spectrum of visitors.  The emergence of low-cost 

carriers in the region also makes traveling to Cambodia much more convenient and 

affordable. Recently, low cost carriers such as Air Asia launched direct flights to Phnom Penh 
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and Siem Reap. This signal is a potential increase in the number of visitor flying into 

Cambodia’s main tourist destinations. 

To facilitate of travel, various issues has been adopted and further provide by the Government 

such as: 

  - Visa on arrival/Border pass, E-visa 

  - Visa exemptions (For various countries in ASEAN) 

  - Open up border checkpoints (land, water) with neighboring countries  

  - Transportation, Infrastructure network 

4.  Number of Tourist Arrival  

Cambodia gains 2.8 million international tourists, increased 15% and the sector has been 

earning US$ 1,912 million for the country at the participatory rate of 12% of GDP. Besides, in 

January to March 2012, we recieve 995,210 international tourists at the increased rate of 27.8%, 

compared to the same period of 2011. Until the end of 2012, it forecasts that we will gain 3.2 

million tourists and we are able to get 4.5 million tourists in 2015. In this sense, it has made 

tourism sector being considered as one of the four pillars in favour of the national economy 

together with agricultural, textile, and construction sectors. 

Top Ten Market Arrivals in 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Visitor Arrivals Forecast and Vision 

The vision 2010-2020 of Green Gold, Cambodia have planned receiving the tourists to visit 

Cambodia approximately 7 million visitors, with revenue of 4,000 million $USD, 

accommodation demand around 70,000 rooms and needed to build a new International 

Airport in Phnom Penh or Siem Reap with the capacity of 10 million passenger per year. 
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2010 514,289 289,702 177,636 151,795 146,005 92,276 113,285 149,108 93,598 103,067 

2011  614,090   342,810   247,197   161,804   153,953   128,525   117,408   116,755   105,010   104,052  

share (%) 21.3% 11.9% 8.6% 5.6% 5.3% 4.5% 4.1% 4.1% 3.6% 3.6% 

change (%) 19.4% 18.3% 32.2% 6.6% 5.4% 39.3% 3.6% -21.7% 12.2% 1% 
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