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Your excellencies,  

Deputy Prime Minister & Minister of Tourism and Sports, Chumpol Silpa-archa,  

Ministers of Tourism from five nations, 

UNWTO Secretary-General, Taleb Lifai,  

High-level Representatives from Tourism Organizations,  

Representatives of Asia-Pacific and South Asian Nations,  

Press and all Honoured guests. 

  

On behalf of the people of Chiang Mai, I am pleased to welcome all of you here 

today, to th e 24
th
 joint meeting of the United Nations World Tourism 

Organisation’s East Asia and Pacific, the UNWTO Commission for South Asia, 

as well as the UNWTO High-Level Regional Conference on Green tourism, 

which starts today and will run for another  three days. 

  

Chiang Mai Province sits in the north of Thailand, at a distance of 696 

kilometres from our nation’s capital, Bangkok. Chiang Mai is the largest 

province in the north of Thailand, and the second largest in Thailand, covering 

an area of 20,000 square kilometres. Chiang Mai borders the Republic of the 

Union of Myanmar to our west, and has a total population of 1.68 million 

people. Our administrative bodies include 25 districts, 204 sub-districts and 

2,066 villages. 

 

Chiang Mai city, founded 715 years ago, is surrounded by beautiful natural 

environment, as well as being rich in culture, with unique traditions which have 

been passed down through generations. 

  

Because of these factors, Chiang Mai is considered the centre of the north of 

Thailand, connecting various other provinces  and acting as a link to generate 

growth in various sectors including education, regional bureaucratic 

administration, tourism, transportation, banking and finance, trade and 

commerce as well as services. 

  



Chiang Mai generates 130 billion baht annually and this number is increasing, 

especially in the industrial and service sectors. Chiang Mai’s citizens earn 

around 80,000 baht each per year. Our tourism industry is also growing, and 

Chiang Mai is considered by industry experts as a leading world destination. In 

fact, in 2011, Travel+Leisure magazine in the United States, ranked Chiang Mai 

as the second world destination, while Lonely Planet magazine, also in 2011, 

ranked Chiang Mai as one of the top ten destinations for the year. One of the 

reasons Chiang Mai has received such accolades is because of its unique and 

splendid culture. 

  

By organizing this event in conjunction with the UNWTO commissioners from 

the East Asian, Pacific, and South Asian regions, as well as the high-level 

experts on Green tourism ,Chiang Mai is honoured at the opportunity to 

showcase itself on the world stage to such a distinguished audience. 

  

Honoured guests, the key topics of discussion for today’s meetings come under 

the green tourism banner. I believe that the choice of Chiang Mai as this year’s 

meeting destination is fitting. Chiang Mai is surrounded by nature and a 

beautifully un-spoilt environment, as well as having a long-treasured historical 

and cultural heritage.  

Not only that, Chiang Mai has numerous tourist attractions, many of which are 

suitable for cultural tourism, hence our slogan, Chiang Mai: 

The Most Splendid City of Culture. Recently Chiang Mai has also applied to 

UNESCO’s Creative City network, focusing on our cultural heritage, and hopes 

to be nominated as a City of Crafts and Folk Arts in the near future. 

Apart from our abundance of natural attractions and resources, as well as 

cultural heritage, Chiang Mai has recently begun to position itself as a 

Meetings, Incentives, Conference and Exhibitions (MICE) destination. Our new 

International Conference Centre, which will be opened later this year, will be 

instrumental in attracting more tourism and MICE-related events to our city. 

  

To make Chiang Mai even more competitive as a world destination, Chiang Mai 

has a large number of international standard three to five star hotels and resorts 

and spas, all of which offer the famed Thai service, along with complete world 

class facilities. The city’s medical industry is also much respected, since our 

medical and nursing personnel are highly educated and come with great 

experience and our medical facilities use the latest technology, making Chiang 

Mai a Health Medical Hub for the region. 

  

Chiang Mai Province would like to take this opportunity to thank the Ministry 

of Tourism and Sports for its support in making this meeting happen here in 

Chiang Mai as well as all the members of the UNWTO who voted Thailand as 



this year’s destination to be host. I would like to assure you that Chiang Mai 

will do its best to make you welcome for the duration of your stay. 

  

On behalf of the Province of Chiang Mai, I would like to welcome you all again 

to our fair city with its long heritage of 715 years, and hope that our slogan, 

Chiang Mai: The Most Splendid City of Culture, is reflected in the charms of 

our nature, richness of the Lanna culture and traditional ways of life. 

  

I wish you all a pleasant and comfortable stay here in Chiang Mai, and that you 

take take back cherished memories and I sincerely hope that Chiang Mai will 

have the opportunity to welcome you back again soon. 

  

  

 Thank You 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


