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 AGENDA

 
 
1. Adoption of the agenda 
 
2. Nomination of the candidates for the various General Assembly offices: 
 

•  one Vice-President of the General Assembly 
• one Member of the Credentials Committee 
• one Officer of the Assembly Committee of the Whole 

  
3. Nomination of candidates to represent the region on the Executive Council and its subsidiary 

bodies: 
•  one candidate to the Executive Council 
• one Member and one Alternate to the Programme Committee  
• one Member* of the Sub-Committee for the review of application for affiliate 

membership  
 
4. Election of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairmen of the Commission 
 
5. Regional activities 
 
6. Brief presentation on technical cooperation activities in the region 
 
7. Other items 
 
8. Place and date of the forty-ninth meeting of the Commission 
 
 
 
* This should be a Member of the Executive Council 
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PREAMBLE 
 
1. The forty-seventh meeting of the WTO Commission for South Asia was held in Dakar, 
Senegal, on 25 November 2005 within the framework of the 16th session of the WTO General 
Assembly, which was hosted by the Government of Senegal. 
 
2. The meeting was chaired by India and upon calling the meeting to order, the Chairman gave 
an overview of the tourism situation in South Asia. He then gave the floor to the Secretary-General, 
Mr. Francesco Frangialli who informed the Commission of the major themes of the General 
Assembly, viz. how to respond to crisis; what tourism can do to alleviate poverty; and the focus of ST-
EP initiative on least developed countries. He also informed the Commission that the floating seat on 
the Executive Council would be assigned to South Asia. The floor was then given to the Regional 
Representative for Asia and the Pacific, who  welcomed the delegates present at the Meeting as well 
as representatives from the WTO Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific in Osaka. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
DECISIONS 
 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 Agenda item 1 (document CSA/47/Prov.Ag.) 
 
3. After reviewing the provisional agenda and upon the proposal of the Secretariat, the 
Commission agreed to add a new agenda item (7) entitled “Other items”. 
 
4. The provisional agenda was adopted with these modifications and the final agenda of the 
meeting is located on page 2.   
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS TO  

STATUTORY ORGANS AND THEIR SUBSIDIARY ORGANS  
Agenda items 2 to 4 (documents A/16/Com.Reg and A/16/Com.Reg. Add.1) 

 
5. After reviewing the working documents submitted by the Secretary-General on the 
nominations and elections to statutory organs and their subsidiary bodies and after being apprised of 
the members’ expression of interest to various organs,  the Commission decided as follows: 

 
 
        NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL  
 

• Member of the Executive Council: India 
• The floating seat on the Executive Council was allotted to Iran 
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NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE VARIOUS GENERAL ASSEMBLY OFFICES  
  
6. The Commission decided to nominate the following Members as its candidates to the offices 
of the sixteenth session of the General Assembly: 
 

• Vice-President of the Assembly: Pakistan 
 

• Member of the Credentials Committee: Maldives 
 

• Officer of the Assembly Committee of the Whole: Sri Lanka 
  
NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES TO THE SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

  
• Member to the Programme Committee (CTPC): India (Mr. Amitabh Kant)  

  Alternate member to the Programme Committee (CTPC): Sri Lanka (Mr.  
  Seenivasagam Kalaiselvam) 
 

• Member of the Sub-Committee for the Review of application of Affiliate Membership: 
Iran 

 
 

ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMEN OF THE REGION  
  
7. After deliberations over which countries (Pakistan, Iran or India) would represent the region 
on the Executive Council, the Commission proposed that Pakistan take up the chairmanship of the 
Commission in the spirit of unity in order to allow India and Iran to take the seat and the floating seat 
of the Executive Council respectively. Pakistan, while agreeing with this proposal, sought the support 
of the Commission for its candidature for the Executive Council during the next elections. The 
Commission recalled the decision taken at its 41st meeting held in Seoul, Republic of Korea, in 
September 2001, where it decided that the chairmanship of the Commission be on a rotational basis, 
using the alphabetic order of the countries as the basis for rotation. According to this decision, the 
current chairmanship being India would be followed by Iran. However, since Iran would be taking the 
membership of the Executive Council, a special decision was taken by the Commission to elect 
Pakistan as the Chairman of the Commission. The Commission further agreed to India’s suggestion 
that the rotational system of electing the Chairman for the Commission be continued at the next 
election time. The Commission thus elected Pakistan as its Chairman with Bangladesh and Bhutan 
serving as Vice-Chairmen for a two-year term commencing from the 16th session of the General 
Assembly.   
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 Agenda item 5 (document CSA/47/5) 
8. The Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific presented to the Commission the report 
on the activities carried out in the region over a period of two years since the meeting of the 
Commission held in Beijing, China in October 2003, during the 15th General Assembly. He informed 
the Commission that since the World Tourism Organization has modified the structure of the 
Secretariat’s work divisions by devoting one department exclusively to technical cooperation 
activities, the Regional Representations of the various sub-regions of WTO, which traditionally were 
in charge of technical cooperation activities in each region have consequently seen the nature of their 
work modified. Their focus is now on the implementation of the various components of WTO’s 
programme of work.   
 
9. In 2004, following WTO’s general programme of work, the Regional Representation for Asia 
and the Pacific structured its activities to reflect the priority areas of action of the Organization, 
focusing on the advocacy of sustainability principles, poverty reduction through tourism, capacity-
building of NTA officials and the provision of policy advice and support to national tourism 
administrations. The Commission was also informed that given that the Regional Representation for 
Asia and the Pacific was assigned the task of supervising and implementing the Phuket Action Plan 
on behalf of the WTO Executive Task Force, the Asia Representation devoted the most part of 2005 
to activities directly linked to the speedy recovery of the tourist destinations affected by the tsunami in 
Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka and Maldives – the countries which were the hardest hit.  Great 
efforts have been made particularly, in areas of effective communication and marketing, awareness-
raising of recovery activities in the affected destinations and community relief with particular reference 
to SMEs in the tourism sector. Activities of longer term duration which have also been carried out 
relates to crisis management and early warning systems as well as green belt re-development. 
 
10. The Regional Representative also briefed the Commission on some activities planned for the 
immediate future including the next commission meeting to be held along with the meeting of the 
Commission for East Asia and the Pacific in Macao, China in 2006. This was a proposal from the 
Secretariat to the commission during the 46th Meeting of the Commission in Lahore, Pakistan, last 
April. The same proposal had been presented and accepted by the Commission for East Asia and 
the Pacific. Delegates were also invited to participate in the forthcoming International Conference on 
Tourism and Handicrafts, to be held in Iran next May; Sustainable Tourism Indicators Workshop 
planned for the Philippines; and the International Conference on Cultural Tourism and Local 
Communities, which will take place in Yogyakarta, Indonesia in February 2006. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION 
 Agenda item 6 (document CSA/47/6) 
 
11. The Chief of Technical Cooperation gave a brief overview of WTO’s missions and technical 
projects or activities in the region. WTO’s technical cooperation service provides technical assistance 
to its member States and territories on a wide range of subjects. This assistance takes the form of 
sectoral support missions and technical projects which the Organization undertakes upon the request 
of governments of its members. The former is of shorter duration and carried out with the aim to 
identify and assess specific tourism-related technical needs of the countries that have requested 
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them. Technical cooperation projects have been one of WTO’s main activities in its general 
programme of work. It is normally preceded by technical assistance missions which identify tourism 
development needs in order to formulate project proposals. These proposals become the basis of the 
Organization’s assistance to governments which is provided through the dissemination of technical 
know-how for the formulation of tourism policies and strategies in planning, development, marketing, 
promotion, education and training. Other areas WTO’s technical projects cover include inter alia, 
identification and assessment of potential tourism development areas, establishment of coherent 
framework for long-term sustainable development, preparation of national and regional tourism 
development master plans, strengthening of institutional capacities of NTAs, Tourism legislation, 
hotel classification systems and information technology. WTO projects are implemented through 
funds from various donor agencies such as UNDP, the World Bank, the European Union and SNV 
(Dutch Development Agency). Funding can also be provided by central or provincial governments. 
WTO is currently negotiating with the Asian Development Bank, the Inter-American Development 
Bank, the European Union and other donor countries in order to undertake joint tourism programmes 
and projects.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
OTHER ITEMS 
Agenda item 7 

 
12. The Commission was informed that the General Assembly would approve the statutes of the 
ST-EP (Sustainable Tourism–Eliminating Poverty) Foundation. The governing board of this 
Foundation will be composed of six representatives from the six regional commissions of WTO. There 
was thus the need to nominate a representative from South Asia to serve on the ST-EP Foundation’s 
Board of Governors. India was nominated by the Commission for this position. 
 
13. The Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific informed the Commission that under 
item 21 of the Agenda of the General Assembly, the Commission was required to select a country as 
host of World Tourism Day 2007. Sri Lanka had previously presented its candidature to the 
Secretariat in this respect. The Commission gave its full support to Sri Lanka as host of World 
Tourism Day 2007. 
 
14. The Chairman accepted Malaysia’s request to seek the support of the Commission for its 
candidature in the bidding to host the 17th WTO General Assembly. The Commission was unanimous 
in backing Malaysia for this position.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 PLACE AND DATE OF THE 
 FORTY-NINTH MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
 Agenda item 8 
 
15. The Regional Representative informed the Commission that following the decision taken 
during the 46th Meeting in Pakistan to hold its next meeting together with the Commission for East 
Asia and the Pacific. In this respect, the 48th meeting of the Commission will be held alongside the 
44th Meeting of the Commission for East Asia and the Pacific in Macao, China. (The exact dates will 
be determined later). The place and date of the 49th Meeting of the Commission for South Asia will be 
decided during the 48th Meeting. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

BHUTAN 
 
Mr. Lhatu Wangchuk 
Director General 
Department of Tourism 
P.O. Box No. 126, GPO 
Thimphu 
Tel: (975-2) 323 251 / 323 252 
Fax: (975-2) 323 695 
Email: lwangchuk@tourism.gov.bt
 lwangchuk@hotmail.com
 
Mr. Kinley Wangdi 
Head, Planning Division 
Department of Tourism 
P.O. Box No. 126, GPO 
Thimphu 
Tel: (975-2) 323 251 / 323 252 
Fax: (975-2) 323 695 
Email: kinleywang@tourism.gov.bt
 
INDIA 

S. Amitabh Kant   
Joint-Secretary  
Ministry of Tourism 
Transport Bhawan, 1 Sansad Marg 
Parliament Street 
110001 NEW DELHI 
Tel: (91-11) 2371 5084   
Fax: (91-11) 2371 0518/23715084 
E-mail: amitabhk@tourism.nic.in 
 
Mr. Atul Chaturvedi 
Director, Government of India 
Ministry of Tourism 
Transport Bhawan 
1 Sansad Marg 
New Delhi 110001 
Tel: (91-11) 2371 8663 / 2467 3143 
Fax: (91-11) 2371 0518 
Email: atul.chaturvedi@nic.in
 
 
 

Mr. Alok Jha 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of India, Dakar 
5, Avenue Carde 
BP 398, Dakar 
Senegal 
Tel: (22-1) 822 5875 / 821 0975 
Fax: (22-1) 822 3585 
Email: indiacom@sentoo.sn
 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
 
Mr. Mehdi Tabeshian 
Advisor to the President & Director General of 
International Affairs 
Iran Cultural Heritage & Tourism Organization 
(ICHTO) 
238 Sindokht Crossroad – West Fatemi 
Avenue 
Tehran 
Tel: (98-21) 6694 4487 
Fax: (98-21) 6693 1158 
Email: m.tabeshian@intl.ichto.ir
 tabeshian_m@yahoo.com
 
Mr. Firouzeh Khoshnoudi Parast 
Expert of Specialized Organizations 
ICHTO 
238 Sindokht Crossroad – West Fatemi 
Avenue 
Tehran 
Tel: (98-21) 6694 4487 
Fax: (98-21) 6693 1158 
 
Mr. Ladan Tehrani 
Marketing & Research Bureau 
ICHTO 
Hadj & Pilgrimage Bldg, Azadi Ave. 
Tehran 
Tel & Fax: (98-21) 6643 2107 
Email: l_tehrani@yahoo.com
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Mr. Seyed Ebrahim Dehnadi 
Conseiller Economique 
Embassy of the Islamic republic of Iran Dakar, 
Senegal 
Tel: (22-1) 825 2528 
Mobile: (22-1) 698 0994 
Email: e8272970@yahoo.fr
 
REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES 
 
Mr. Ismail Yasir 
Assistant Legal Officer 
Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation 
Ghaazee Building, Ameeru Ahmed Magu 
Male 20-05 
Tel: (960) 332 3224 / 333 3558 
Fax: (960) 332 2512 
Email: legal@maldivestourism.gov.mv
 
NEPAL 
 
Mr. Ganga Prasad Luitel 
Under Secretary 
Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation 
Singh Durbar 
Kathmandu 
Tel: (977-1) 426 6726 
Fax: (977-1) 422 7758 
Home: (977-1) 447 9542 
Email: motca@ntc.net.np
 
Mr. Jiwan Kumar Rai 
Section Officer 
Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation 
Singh Durbar 
Kathmandu 
Tel: (977-1) 426 2020 
Fax: (977-1) 422 7758 
Email: jiwankumarrai@yahoo.com
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAKISTAN 
 
Dr. Sayid Ghazi Gulab Jamal 
Federal Minister for Tourism 
Ministry of Tourism 
Government of Pakistan 
Green Trust Tower 
12th Floor, Blue Area 
Islamabad 
Tel: (92-51) 920 3506 
Fax: (92-51) 921 0436 
Home: (92-51) 920 1395 
Mobile: (92-300) 500 8313 
 
Mr. Abdul Malik Abdullah 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Pakistan, Dakar 
Stele Mermoz Villa No. 7602 
P.O. Box No. 2635 
Dakar, Senegal 
Tel: (22-1) 824 6142 
Fax: (22-1) 824 6136 
Email: mayuadir@hotmail.com
 
SRI LANKA 
 
Mr. George Michael 
Additional Secretary for Tourism 
Ministry of Tourism 
64, Galle Road 
Colombo 3 
Tel: (94-11) 238 7471 
Fax: (94-11) 238 7472 
Home: (94-11) 285 0923 
Email: tourmts@sltnet.lk
 
Mr. Seenivasagam Kalaiselvam 
Director General 
Sri Lanka Tourist Board 
80 Galle Road 
Colombo 3 
Tel: (94-11) 243 7061 
Fax: (94-11) 243 7062 
Home: (94-11) 250 8082 
Email: ctb_dg@sri.lanka.net
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WTO SECRETARIAT 
 
Mr. Francesco Frangialli 
Secretary-General 
World Tourism Organization 
Calle Capitán Haya 42 
28020 Madrid 
Tel: (34-91) 5678 177 
Fax: (34-91) 571 37 33 
 
Dr. Dawid de Villiers 
Deputy Secretary-General 
World Tourism Organization 
Calle Capitán Haya 42 
28020 Madrid 
Tel: (34-91) 5678 177 
Fax: (34-91) 571 37 33 
 
Mr. Xu Jing  
Regional Representative for Asia and the 
Pacific 
World Tourism Organization 
Calle Capitán Haya 42 
28020 Madrid 
Tel: (34-91) 5678 177 
Fax: (34-91) 571 37 33 
Email: jxu@world-tourism.org
 
Mr. Harsh Varma 
Chief, Technical Cooperation 
World Tourism Organization 
Calle Capitán Haya 42 
28020 Madrid 
Tel: (34-91) 5678 177 
Fax: (34-91) 571 37 33 
Email: hvarma@world-tourism.org
 
Mr. Yuichiro Honda 
Chief - WTO Regional Support Office 
for Asia and the Pacific 
Rinku Gate Tower Building 
Rinku-Orai Kita 1, Izumi-Sano, OSAKA 598 
Tel:  (81-724) 601 200   
Fax: (81-724) 601 204 
E-mail: info@wto-osaka.org
 

 
Mr. Takashi Kato 
Deputy Chief 
WTO Regional Support Office 
for Asia and the Pacific 
Rinku Gate Tower Building 
Rinku-Orai Kita 1, Izumi-Sano, OSAKA 598 
Tel:  (81-724) 601 200   
Fax: (81-724) 601 204 
E-mail: info@wto-osaka.org
 
Mr. Yukio Shima 
Director of International Affairs 
WTO Regional Support Office 
for Asia and the Pacific 
Rinku Gate Tower Building 
Rinku-Orai Kita 1, Izumi-Sano, OSAKA 598 
Tel:  (81-724) 601 200   
Fax: (81-724) 601 204 
E-mail: shima@aptec.or.jp
 
Ms. Christine Brew 
Assistant, Regional Representation for Asia 
and the Pacific 
World Tourism Organization 
Calle Capitán Haya 42 
28020 Madrid 
Tel: (34-91) 5678 177 
Fax: (34-91) 571 37 33 
Email: cbrew@world-tourism.org
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