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TTAUGURAL SESSIONS , ;
T CHATRMAN welcomed all those present, and stated that this
was the first meeting of the SARTS within the framework of the

WTO. Tt was significant that this meeting was being held in
Kathmandu, since Nepal had been traditionally known for the

warnth of her hospitality and the charm of her people. He thanked
His kajesty's Government of Nepal for inviting the Commission and
cprecing to host the meeting. '

THS CHLIRMAN referred to the transformation of the IUCTO into the
W0, and indicated that the WTO is to play a central and decisive
role in the development of international tourism. He congratulated
the Dircctor-Genocral of Tourism - Mr. Prasai - on Nepal's ¢lection
&5 on: of the twe Vice-Chairmen of the SARTC. This was in recogni-
tion of the great role which Nepal plays in the qphore of tourism,

o/ oo



5 CHAIRMAY pointed out that 7 of the 8 Member States belonging
to the Commission were present at the meetlng. He was particularly
7lad to find representatives of Affiliate Members and observerg ‘
frem the travel trade also attending the meeting. It was an

Lonour to have the Hon. Kinister of State for Commercem&'Induatry,
fr. Harkar Bahadur Gurung present on thls occa51on, in spite of
munerous other demands on his time. He then called upon Dr. Gurung
to formally inaugurate the Kathmandu Sessions of the SARTC.

07, HARKAR BAHADUR GURUNG (Mlnlster of State for Commerce &
Iniustry) welcomed the foreign delegates %o Nepal, and thanked .
the SAPTC for accepting the offer of Kathmandu as the venue for
this meeting. He outlined the tourist attragtions of Nepal and
traced the development of tourism in recent years, A Tourism
iTaster lan had bhecn formulated jointly By His tajesty's
covernment of Nepal and the Government ef the Federal Republlc

of Germany. 4 PATL Task Force had examined the development of

the Fokhara area, while the UNDP had provided assistance in the
setting up of a Hotel Management & Tourism Trainiﬁg centre,
Tourism infrastructure was being developed under the Fifth 5-&ear
Plan, and the Government had. offered various incentives to the
private sector for development of the hotel and other related
irdustries. He also outlined the role played‘by the Royal Nepal
Airlines Corperation in the promotion of tourism to the country.
As a result of all these measures, the number of tourists had
increased by more than 8 times between 1962 and, 1972, and tourism

1

Ed

had esnerged ag the biggest foreign exchange earmer during the
fiscal year 1973/1974 ., ‘

DR. GURUNG drew attention to the tourism potential in the region,
and pointed out that it has to compete with other better developed
regions to attract tourists. It was essential therefore, that the
nember countries pool their limited resources and try to promote
and develop services on & regional basig, He referred in this
context to the celebration of SATY durlng 1975, and urged that

the joint measuresg initiated during thig year be continued. He
hoped that this meeting will build and strengthen bridges of
mutual understandﬂng and co-operation for a.commdn purpose - the
501nt‘promot10n of tourism to this reglon as a whole. He then
‘ipaugurated the Kathmendu Sessions of the SARTC. ’

¥R. THRAN SHAH (Pakistan) proposed a vobe of thanks to Dr. Gurung,
and to His Majecty's vowernmenf of Nepal for hosting this meeting.’

o/tol



ITI.

- 4 -
The "joint film "Passa~we of Dawn'" was then screened,

...._JO 1TI ON O THS N:J...ﬂ“}l

-

THE CHATRMAN tableﬁ for consideration the Prov131ona1 Agenda
containing 12 1tems, ‘which had been c1rculatea among the Membe rs

in advance by tﬂe;$acretar1at
(_.' v

MR, TMEAN SHAH'(ﬁakiétar) proposed and- L“.'“OAgHAN (Lfghanistan)
seconaed the adooulon of the following Agenda:-

1. 4doption of the-Agenda. ‘

2. Adoption of the Minutes of the SAR ¢ meeting held in Colombo,
" sri Lanka, (16th to 20th December 1975). S

5. Communication of the Chairnan, A

s Communidéation of the Secretary-General of WTO. -~
5. Reglonal Secretary's report to the Commission, '

6. SARTC Accounts and Subscriptions.

7. Draft General I'rogramme of Work of'the ATO for ﬂ976-77:

8, Joint Promotional Frogramme for 1976,

. Feview of South Asia Tourism Year - 1975,
10, Review of the development of tourism in member oountries;
11. Any other business. ' )

,42. Place and date of next me ting.

ADOPTION OF THZ MINUDES OF THE SARTC MEETING HELD
TN COLOMBO, SRI TLalki (1€TH - 20TH DECEMBER 1975)

THE CHAIRMAN inquired whether there were any comments on the
Draft Minutes of the last mceting, which had been circulated in
advance by the Sccretariat. '

Mk, IMRAN SHAH (Paulstan) proposed and MR, ROADNAI (Afghaﬂistan)
seconded the adoption of the kinutes. |

CCMMUNICATION OF THE CHATRMAY

“HE CHATIRIMAN thanked the members for electinq India as the
chajirman of the Commission, and stated that they considered it
an honour to have been elected to this office. He compllmented
the out901n9 Chairman, Mr. Roedad Khan of Pakistan, for having
guided the affairs of the Commission sO ably during the past
two years., He proposed that a cable be sent to the Government
nf Pakistan expré551ng the Commission's appreciation of the
sevvices rendered by Mr. Roedad Khan, which was ~unanimously -
accepted by all the members. |

o/ oo
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THE CHAIRMAN'urged~the members to continue their efforts of
regional co-operation initiated during SATY., He was of the opinicn
that the experience gained during this year would be invaluable |
~n considering proposals for joint promotion in 1976. Another
inportant item on the Agénda was the Draft General Programme of
Jork af the WIO for 1976/77, which is to be finalized at the

. forthcoming meeting of the WT0O Executive Council. They were
fortunate in this regard to have the presence of Mr. Rawat, who
was the Commission's Representative on the TCPG of the TUOTO, at
this meeting, The Commission should give clear directions to its
representatives on the Executivé Council - Bangladesh and Pekistan -
o the priorities to be adopted in the,Programme’of Work. He

nored that the requirememts of this region and the irterests of
211 developing countries will be givenﬁdue considerdation in
iiralizing the Programme of Work. | ”

"L CHAIRMAN referred to the question of the Chairmen of Regional
“ommissions attending Executive Council meetings. This had been
the practice under the IUOTO, and it was left to the Ixecutive
“ouncil to decide whether this practice should be continued under
‘2 PO, Particularly in the absence of the Chairman at Lxecutive

- cuncil meetings, it was the responsibility of the Commission':z
~upresentatiwes to convey the Commission's views and report back
~fter the meetings,

"R CHAIRMAN statod that he had been informed that one of theo
observers at this meeting -~ Royal Nepal Alrlines Corporation -
rad indicated i'ts interest in joining WT0 as an Affiliate Member,
He weloomed this decision, and requested the relevant suthorities
in fcpal to forward and recbmmend this application to the
secretary-General of the WTO.

THE COMMISSION DECIDED that the Executive Council should be
requested to invite the Chairmen of Regional Commissions to attend
1ts meetings. If the Chairman was unable to attend, one of the
Vice-Chairmen should be authorized to represent him at such

COMMUNICATION OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF WTQ

THE CHATRMAN requested the Regional Secretary to present the -
Secrebary-General's communication, in his absence,
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KEGIQOVAL SECRETARY'S REPORT TO THE COMMISSION

.. -6"

THZ REGIONAL SZCRETARY stated that he did not have a formal

conmunlcatloa onn this occasion, dut would like to report on two

matters since the last meebting.

1) BP0 Headguarters had been shifted to Madrid from the .
beginning of January. .

2) The Executive Council meeting will be held in Acapulco,
Vexico, during the last week of April.

THE CHATRMAN tabled Working Paper SARTC/1/76/5 which had been
ciroulated in advance, and invited the Regional 3écretary to
present his report. ' ' '
THE RECIONAL SECRITARY stated that the ‘report covered the period
Yovembher 1075 Fobruary 1976, He did not wish to repeat what
was in the repoxrt, but he was available for clarification on any
matter that may arise from the report. He refe rred: to the new
procedure that had to be followed under the WIO for invitations
to this meeting, and stated that the delégates of Member States
rad brought credentials as required. |
ME. SETHI (India) tabled a copy. of the Indian Hotel Tariffs

for the period Cciober 1975 - September 1976, in relation to
Section Gh of the Regional Secretary's report. He also referred
to a Cost/Beneflit ¢ study of Tourism undertaken in India, in |
relation to 3ection 7 of the report, |

SARTG ACCOUNTS AND SUBSCRIPTICHS

oy

THE CUAIRMAN tabled Working Paper SARTC/1/75/6 which had been
¢irculated in advance, and requested the Regional Secretary

to introduce 1it.

THE GIONAL SECRETARY explﬂlnﬂd that Annexure I wWas the
Ralance Sheet. as at 31,12.75, and Annexure [T the Administrative
Lecounts- for 11975, Annexure TTT indicated the present SARTC

subscriptions and the amounts payable as #P0 contzibutions., A
10 increase in present subscriptions and three alternatives .

as a percentage of 7I0 contributions had also been indicated,
for consideration v¢s the basis for future SARTC subscriptions.

Comments on the accounts and subscriptions, as woll as details

cf exp@ndlfure on r*omotlo nal activities wers comtained in the
to the follow1ng matters: -

of oa



VII.

P

1) Balance SARTC funds of Indian Ps.16,458/28 had still to be
transferred to the Secretariat from Afghénistan.,
Contribubions from the TUOTO and the host country, and
awembership subscriptions had been sufficient to cover

o
Nt

the rormal administrative expenses of the Secretariat.

%) There had becn a. deficit of Ps.29,986/35 on promotional
activities, of which Rs.25,036/63 was the difference in the
exchange value between the time of receipts and the time

orf pdvments. | -

4) Afpghanistan was the only member country from whom arrears

of subscriptions were due from 1973.

H

\J
S~

Wembers will have to decide on the basis for subscriptions
from 1976, ‘

MR, SETHI (India) suggested that the annual subscriptions should
cover not only administrative expenses, but also expenditure on
promotional activitics.

MR, IMRAN SHAH (rakistan) pointed out that a promotional programmp
nay ery from year to year., '

1, ROASHAN (Afghanisztan) stated that all the member countries
nay not Join in all the measures of a promotional programme. -

MR. IRaSAI (MNepal) suggested keeping the subscriptions separate

from the promotional budget.

ME. AHMED (Bang Lgdbsh) pointed out that the ossessment of their
ntribution had been based on wrong figurce, and this had
ouzht to the notice of the Secretary-General.

MR, TEI. 2AKHSH (Iran) sugeested a 10y increase in the. subscrip-
ticns for 1976.

THI COMMISSTON DECIDED that Full Membérs will pay 1.25% and
Alellmte Members 25% of thblr WTO0 contribution as SARTC
subgcriptions from 1976..

DEAFT GENZRAL PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE WIQ FOR 1976/77

THE CHUAIRWAL requested the Regional Secretary to explain this
item in the abscnce of a Working Paper.

THE BEGIONAL RATARY stated that this item had been included
in the Agenda as a result of discuseions on this subject at the

‘,/no
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last meeting. Members had been keen on going through‘the WO
Programme of Work before the Lxecutive Council meeting, and
thistommission meeting had been fiwed specially for that

purpos2. The 3ecretary-General had submitted a Draff'Programme,
including. the budget réquired, to the General Assembly for '
aoproval. Ln Administrative Committee had examined this and

made certain recommendations as guidelines, indicating priority
activities on a reduced budget. The General Assembly had restored
part of the reduction in the budget, and a revised Programme is

to be submitted. to the Executive Council for approval, Mr, Rawat
had outlined details of this Programme at the last meeting,'on

the basis of ihformation available to him. The Secretgriat had
requested a copy of the revised Programme from the Secretvariat-
General, but this had not been received so far, Members could
perhaps discuss the requirements of the Commission in this regard..
~and indicate guideliﬁes to its represenﬁativés on the Executive
Council, ‘ \ |
Mo AFMED (Bangladesh) wanted to know why the Programme of Work
was not available, and commented that there seemed to be 2 lack
of communication between the WIC and the SARTC.

IR, KARIM (Bangladesh) inguired whether this item could be
discussed without having:' the Progrémme;of Tork. He suggested

that TT0 be requested to defer finalization of the Programme, :
until the Recional Commissions had been provided with an oppoftu—
nity td examine it and make their comments.

Mii. KAELGD (India Tourism Development Corporation) sought
slapifisation on the functions of the WIQ and its Regional
hmaeissions, and as to whether the Progfamme of Work had to be
cimzussed in the Regional Commissions before it was finalized.

i, RATAT (Commission's Representative on the TCPC) pointed
obt that the Genoral assembly, at which all the members of the
Commissioﬁ‘were‘reﬁresented, had already adopted certain
vriorities and it was within this framework that the programme
cou . d be revised. He had no doubt that the Commission’s repre-
sensatives on the Executive Council would receive the revised
“rogranme of Jork, as part of the documents for that meeting.
it bhe last Commission meeting, two studies of particular
serest £6 the region had been discussed, and it was decided
that membher countrics would send their comments on these two
studics to the 3ecretariat by the 31st of January 1976, It was

2 -l
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still open to the Comm1581on to discuss 1ts requlrements and
indicate these to the uXPcutIVL Council, , g

THE CHATRMAN agreed that if the Commission could identify the
requirements of the region, it‘may'sfill be possible to request
the WIO to include these in its Programme of ¥ork. If the WTO
was unable to do s¢, he inquired whether it could provide the
necegsary funds for the Commission to undertake this work.

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY pointed out that the WIO could not provide
funds for a regional Programme of Work, which is the pesponaibility
of ‘the member countries concerned. Since the WTO'budget had been
reduced, some of its own activities had to be curtailed. In this
context, it was unlikely that any new items could be introduced

at this stage in the WTO Programme., The decision at the last
mbCLng was to request a revision of the IUOTC Regional I'ilot
Study, and to this end members were requested to inform the
Secretariat on what lines it should be reV1sed.»

MR. AIMED (Bangladesh) stated that the Pilot -Study could not
have included Bangladesh, since they were not'a'separate'country
at that time. They had requested a copy of this stuvdy from the
Secretariat-General, but had been informed that it was not
available, He inguired as to who would decide on the Terms of
Reference, if the study is to be revised, | ‘

MR. ROASHAN (Afghanistan) stated that they did noet have a copy

of the study either, and hence did not know what it was about,

He requested that copies be made available to the member countries,
so that they can prqvide the guldellnes ﬁoralts revision.

MR, FEIZ-BAKHSH (Iran) pointed out that studies carried out Dby
foreign experts who were not acquainted with the problcms of the
region were of not much use, and hence it would be better to
request the WPQ for something else more useful.

¥R, TMRAN SHAH (Pakistén) stated that a study carried out by local
expcrts very often d4id not have sufficient authority or merit
recognition, however‘valuable it may be. He suggested that WTO

be requested to provide ScHQlarships for yhé training of tourism
personnel ‘

ME. SETHI (Indla) suggested that it may be pOSSlblu to obtain
UNDP funds thnough the HTO to flnance such scholarships.

-,
-
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~ MR. RAWAT (Commission's Representative on the TCPC) outlined

the background to thé TUOTO Pilot Study, anmd pointed out that. it
had been distributed-to all members at the General Assembly in
Caracas in 1973. A number of Commission members had commented on
this study when it was discussed at the General Lssembly, pointing

‘out some of the inaccuracies in it. Since the study contained-a

lot of useful information however, it was decided to revise it
in the light of the observations made at the General Assembly,

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY agreed with the viGWS expressed by Mr, .
Rawat, and stated that the Pilot Study contained an excellent

1'inventory of thc tourist attractions and faciiities available

in the region. It had also suggested various ficlds for joint:
action by momber countries, including multinational planning.
There should be no. difficulty in revising this study, by updatintd
the information and including those member countries which had
not been covered earlier. The Secretariat-Gencral had written

“to the member countries for suggeétibns in revising.the study
‘after the Caracas General Assembly, and the Commission had

indicated that it would like the consulbant to visit the region
before fipalizing the revision. He also drew the attentiqn of

the members to the decision at the lasg meeting, requesting tho-
Secretary~Genera1 to extend the Study on the Imbalance of Tourism

_ between Buropu and Latin America to cover South As1a.

VIII.

THE OOMMISSION DECIDED that WTO should be requested to include
the following items in its«Prbgramme of Work for 1976/77:- —
. . L}
(1) Revision of the Regional Pilot Study on South Asia,
in accordance with guidclines to be prov1dud by the
Commission, 4
(2) Extension of the Study on the Imbalance of Tourism
between Turope and Latin America to cover South Asia.
(3) Provision of Scholarships for training tourism personnel.

JOINT PROMOTIONAL FROGRAMME FOR 1976 ) *

- THE CHAIRMAN‘tabled Working Paper SARTC/1/76/8 which had been

circulated in advance, and requested the Reglénal Secretary to
inttoduce it. ’

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY stated ﬁhat the Working Paper indicated

the decisions taken at the last meeting, the a¢tion 1n1t1ated
on these dec1sxons, and the measures on which decisiohs had -

Y
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still to be made, He suggested considering each measure separately
although they were integral parts of & coordinated programme,
which should be implemented in full to obtain maximum results.

(1) Logo and Caption

(2)

MR. SETHI (India) indicated that they had produced 150

‘bromides from the specimen sent by the Secretariat, and

distributed these among travel agents and others in the
travel trade for use. o

THE COMMISSION REITERATED its earlier decision that members
should widely use the logo and caption. o

Joint Promotion

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY stated that in addition to the informa—
tion in the Workirg Paper, he had since heard from the Sri
Lanka Dlrector for North America, and the Indian Directors

at Tondon, San Francisco and iilan. It appeared that except
for India, other member countries had not authorized their
overseas representatives to initiate action in this regard,

as decided at the last meeting. ‘

MR. AHMED (Bangladesgh) pointed out that they did not have
overseas tourist offices, and had to depend on their Kissions

“and the offices of their National Carrier abroad. They 4did

not have a separate promotional budget, and hence it would
be helpful if the Secretariat informed them of the proposed'
programme for joint promotionss They could theén decide
whether to participate or not, depending on the availability
of funds. ' '

MR. FRASAT (Wepal) stated that they were in the same position
as Bangladesh, and inquired whether a regional image could

" not be promoted by those member countries having overseas

tourist offices.

THE CHATRMAN pointed out that this was already being done
to some extent, but the matter under consideration was
special joint promotlons, in which some of the members who
did not have overseas offices may wish to participate.

MR. RAWAT (Commission's Representative on the TCPC) provided
instances as to how the Indian Tourist Offices in Zurope

were promoting the region through advertisements, publlclty
material, promotional evenings and tour operator's programmes.

o/ oo
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-THE COMMISSION REITERATED its earlier decision that‘member

countries should authorize their eoverseas representatives
to explore the possibility of organizing joint promotions.

Invitations to'hold‘Travel Trade Ccﬂﬁéﬁtions-

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY stated that the Working Paper contained
further detkhils 'of the Indian Regional Director for North |
America's proposal, to offer member countries as Convention
sites for annual meetings of ASTA Regional Chapters. Members
will have to decide whether the principle of inwiﬁing these

or any other travel trade associations is acceptable, and if
g0 indicate the facilities they are willing to offer.

MR. SETHI (India) stated that they agreed in principle with
this proposal, and apart from the coyntry in which the
Convention is held, others would also benefit from pre- and
post-Convention tours, He suggested that travel trade.
organizations within the region be urged to invite such
Conventions,

THE COMMISSION DECIDED that: :

(a) the proposal to invite ASTA Regional Chapters should be
accepted,

(b) the possibilities of inviting other such travel trads
associations should be explored, o

(¢) member countries will indicate to the Secretariat their
preferences in the choice of Conventions, and the
facilities they are willing to offer, including the
coett of pre- and post-Convention tours..

) ‘ LS
THE REGIONAL SECRETARY tabled'a letter from the Travel Agents!
btssociation of Sri Lanka, soliciting support for the request

made to Airlines serving the region, to offer a V5% rebate

for delegates attending the UFTAA Congress at Colombo in
October, '

MR. TARACHAND (Indian Airlines) and MR, GHAZNAVI (PTA)
indicated that this request will be referred to their Hecd -
Offices. {

MR.  PRASLT (Nepal) stated that he had been authorized by
RNAC %o announce that they were willing to offer a 50%
discount on their services to Nepal on pre- 0 vpost-Convention

tours,

o/ o
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(4) Regional Familiarization Tours for Travel Writers

TEEL REGIONAL SECRETARY staﬁed'that the Working Faper indicated
the position regarding the travel writers to whom invitations
had been repewed to visit the region this year. The Secretariat
was awalting replies from some of the travel writers and some

1S T
ien

of the member countries, to finalize the arrangements in
$

cct of those who had already accepted the invitations.

THE COMMISSION REITERATED its earlier decisions thats

(a) arrangements should be finalized for those travel writers
who had Bgreed to visit the region, and

%Y nmewuber countries should expedite their replies to the

3ecretariat.,

5) Joint Publicity Material

1D REGTONAL SECRETARY pointed out that the decision at the
last meeting was to drop the proposals for language versions
o tre brochure, and production of a poster, With regard to
_cbbaining prints of the film, in addition to the information
in the Working Paper, Sri Lanka had indicated that they would
reguire 4 copies. This meant that there werc now orders for

%31 copies from 5 member countries. Although the decision at
the last meeting was that the Secretariat would be informed

of the,réquirements by %1st January, replieé are still due
from % mémber countries. Members will have to decide on the
procedure for ordébing and payment, since the 3Jeccretariat
couvld met incur losses as in the case of the brochure, due to
sychange differences., He suggested that someone in New York

be nominated to receive the payments, place the order and

toke delivery of the copies, since the prints will be produccd
in New York. ,‘

¥R. AMMED (Rangladesh) and MR. ROASHAN (Lfghanistan) indicated
that they would each require 3 copies of the film in 16mm.

THE CHAIRMAN suggested that the Regional Secretary should go
to New York, discuss details with the producer dnd inform the
nembers about the procedure for payment and delivery.

MR, FEIZ-BAKHSH (Iran) inquired whether payments could be made
direct to the producer, and the copies honded over to accredit?d

representatives of the member countries in New York,

MR, GHAZNAVI (PIA) stated that they could carry Pakistan's
copies, if these were delivered at the Airport.

c/oo
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(7).

(8).
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MR. SETHI (India) pointed out that in the casc of member
countries who could not take delivery in New York, it should
be possible to samd the copies on a "freight to pay'basiz.

THE COMMISSION DECIDED that: |

(a) the Secretariat will inform the member countries
regarding the procedure for payment and delivery, and

(b) member countries will remit the amounts due from them
within 2 maximum period of 90 dajs from the date of
intimation by the 3Jecretariat.

Coordination of Promotional Activities

THE COMMISSION REITERATED its earlier decisions that:-

(&) menber countries should stock and distribute the tourist

literature of other member countries, and
(b) promotional activities of Government and trade organizations
in theé region should be coordinated as far as possible.

Special Bvents in the Region

THE COMMISSION REITERATED its earlicr decision that member
countries should explore the possibilities of organizing
special events on a bilateral or multilateral basis.

Joigt Folder

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY stated that the decision at the last
neeting was to examine this proposal further, Specificotions
and the cost of production were indicated in the Forking Paper.

. Members will have to decide whether this proposal is to be

implemented.

MR, AHMED (Bangladesh) suggeéped that a common format be
designcd, so that member countries could then print their own
requirements locally.

MR, PIIZ~BAKHSH (Iran) was of the opinion that there would he
problems regarding the design and the material to be included.
MR, SETII (India) pointed out that the lifespan of such a folde
would be very short, and the information in' it will be outdatad
by the time it is produced.

MR. RQASHAN (Afghanistan) agreed with the views oxprossed by
Mr, 3ethi, '

THE CCMMIASSION DECIDED that the proposal to produce a Joint

folder should be dropped.

/
s/ o
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Slide Presentation

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY pointed out that a decision on this
proposal:had been deferred for this meeting. The cost of
producing three different types of presentations were indicated
in the dorking Paper. Members will have to decide whether o
slide presentation should be produced and if so, what type.

MR. ROLSHAN (ifghanistan) stated that ASTA ID4 irea V had
produced a similar presentation, and it should be possible

to make use of this for SARTC promotions,

MR, RAWAT (Commission's Representative on the TCPC) pointed

out that the: ASTA presentation was not in nmulbtivision, and

covercd only % countries in the region,

THE COMMISSTON DECIDED that the proposal to produce a slide
- presentation should be dropped.

(10) Newslettcr, News and Feature Releases

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY stated that a deciszion on this proposal
had been deferred for this meeting. The cost of production. and
nailing werc indicated in thé Horking Paper, Mémbers will have
to decide whether this proposal is to be implemcnted.

MR. AHMED (Bangladesh) indicated that they were in favour of
this proposal, since it will bes-useful to disseminate news
of the region. He suggested that member cdﬁntriés send their
press releases regularly to the 3ccretariat.

MR. RAJLKARUNANAYAKE (Sri Lanka) stated that considering the
cost o newgletter did not seem worthwhile, since its impact
was likely to be limited. They were in favour however, of
lssuing releases,

MR. ROASHAN (Afghanistan) agreed that the cost for a nows-
letter was prohibitive. |

MR. R&VJAT (Commission's Representative on the TIOPC) pointed
out that the WTO Informafion Letters carried news items on
activities of member countries. If the primary purpose oi the
newsletter was to act as & promotional tool, then it may de
useful,

THE REGICNAI, SECRETARY suggested the issue of an Trnformation
Bulletin as during SATY, instead of the newsletter. This could
be on a reduced mailing list of about 500, in which case the
mailing cost is not likely to.exececsd USL50 por issuc. [e
‘inquircd whether Mr. Rajakarun@nayake could indicate roughly
the cost of producing such a news bullctin..
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MR, RAJAKARUNAYAKE (Sri Lanka) stated that the printing cost
of 500 copies in black and white of 4 pages would be approxi-
mately US”25

THE COMMISSION DECIDED that: -

(a) a rugular Infornatlon Bulletin aﬁd occaszional Wows and
Feature auleasea should be 15ﬂued by the Secretariat, and

(b) the cost of implementing this proposal should be met frou
the promotional budget to be allocated to the Secrectariat,

(11) hdvertising

THY REGIONAL SECRETARY pointed out thaet a decision on this
proposal had been ‘deferred for this meeting.'The Jorking Paper
indicated the minimum budget required for a trade advertising
canpaign, and the cost of producing and issuing special

~supplements. Members will have to decidce whether this proposel
is to he implemented. |

MR. SETHI (India) stated that they were alrsady committed Go
PATL on a joint Marketing Programme, in addition to their o
advertising campaigns. It was unlikely thercforc, that thcj
would be able to find the necessary funds for the miniimun
budget recquired for this proposal. It moy be possible howeve:
to find advertlslng support for the supplemcents from the
privete sector within the region,

THE CHAIRMAN suggested that the supplements cculd be consid
a3 onc of the measures for joint promotion, by the cverszsau
representatives of member countries in the generating markots

THE COMMTISSION DECIDED that:-

(2) the proposal for a trade advurtlclng pump ign should
be dropped, and

(b) the overseas representatives of member countries should:
consider the possibility of-issuing special supplenments
ag one of the measurcs for joint promotion.

(125 Special Intercst Tours

THZ REGICNLL SECRETLRY stated that the decigion at the last
meeting was to e¢xamine this proposal further, Details of the
proposal were indicated in the Working Taper.

MR, SETHI (India) pointed out that some specizl anterest
tours werc already being offcred on a sub-regional basis,

Ite was of the opinion that the initiative for additicnal
tours should come from the travel agents in the region.

n/on
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THE CHAIRMAN suggested that travel agentv from othcr member
countries should be invited to the annual Conventions of
national travel agemts aﬁqociations, as in thc case of TiaTI.

THE COMMISSION DECIDED that the travel agents association
of momber countries should be urged vo consider th@'pOSS bi-
lity of offering special interest tours on a sub-riugicnal
basis. . N “ ‘ -

: ’ . [ 4
(13) Travel Trade Functions

THE RIGICNAL SECRETARY stated that the decision at the last
mecting was to consider this proposal at this mecting. Tho
Working Paper indicated the responses from members to a
Questionnaire sent by the Secretariat, sceking information
on participation in 5 major travel trade functions held
annually. Members will have to decide whether they wish to
participate Jjointly at these travel trade functions, and if
85, in what manner,

¥

MR. PRASAT (Nepal) indicated that RNLC had been participatiu:
for the last two years at the ITB in Berlin, and they wou:dl
be interested in joint participation.

MR, SETHI (India) stated that if the Secretariat could indiao
the costs involved, then member countrles will be able to
decide on art1C1patiop.

VR, IMRLN SHLH (Pakistan) indicated that Lfghanistan, Iran
o and Pckistan already had an agrecment for Jjoint promotion.

THI REGIONAL SBCRuTARY p01ntcd out that somc mumbcr cormi o

viere already partlclpating ih some of these 1unctlons cn on

individual basis. Costs would depcnd on the manner of

participation, but there was no doubt that joint p&rtlvlpatlm
. will be cheaper than individual participation,

THE CHL.IRMLN suggested that it may be worthwhile eXamining'
the possibilities of joint participation in the ITB at 3Zerliin,
and in P.TL at Hong Kong, next year,

THE COMMISSICN DECIDED THAT: . o

(a) the Secretariat will indicate, to the members the possible
forms of .participation, including costs in the ITR af
Berlin, and in PAT.. at Hong Kong ncxt year, and

(b) a final decision on joint pdrt161p&t“on at these two
functions will be taken thercafter.
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REVIZW OF SOUTH -ASIA TOURISM YRAR=1975 ‘ B

THE .CHATRMAY tabled orklng Paper SARTC/1/76/9 and, r»quustxd the
Acglonal chrbtary ﬁo uyplwln it. ‘

THE REGION:I SFNRETARY stated that tne R v1cw was based on
information avallable at the Sbcretarlat at the c¢cnd of February
1976. Member countrwus had been re questéd to kecp thc secretariat
informed regularly of the measures they werdé 1mple,m_c.nt1nD “in
terms of an carlier decision of the Commission: The response to
this had been poor however, with the result that the Review may
not -includ¢ some of the activities in member countries, of which
the Secretariat was not aware « It had been suggested that the

Review should be printed with the 1nclu¢10n of photographs, ond

the Working Paper indicated the cost of proau01nn 500 copies. He
ougDest\d that member countrics be given a dbadllnb, to provide
additional information fcr inclusion in the Review,

' THE COMMISSION DECIDED that:

(a) member countries should supply the Secretariat any additional
~information for inclusion in\the Review, within a period of
15 days, and ’ S

(B) the cost of printing and mailing the Roview shuuld be met -

from the promotional budget o be allocatud to the Secretariat,

REVIE# OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM IN MEMBER COUNTRIZS

THE CHAIRMAN tabled Working Paper SARTC/1/76/WO which had boen

circulated in advance, and inquired whether there were any commente
He urged the member countries te supply to the Secretariat in time,
the necessary information and statistical data réquired for the
review, ' '

AVY OTHER 3USINESS

THE CHAIRMLN inquired whether therc were any matters to be raised
under this item. He requested the Regional Secretary to inform
the members about the promotional budget reguired to implement

~the measurcs adopted,

TH#.REGION&L SECRETARY 1nd1cated that in terms of the decisions
nade, the folloW1ng expenditure had been authorized:-

1) Publication of the Review of SATY 1975

(excluding mailing cast) ' - Us$ 800
2) Issuc of a regulay News Bullitln . - US%$1C00
3} Issue of News/Feature Rcleases : ' - Us$ 700

Up32500
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!
He pointced owt that provision should be made for mailing the
3.TY Revicw, and for any ad-hoc measures that may arise.

THE CH.IRMAN suggested that a total promotional budget of US34000
be provided to the Secretariat.

THE COMMISSICN DECIDED that: :

(1) a promotiovnal budget of US$4,000”should be provided to the
Secrectariat, and this amount.will be divided. equally between
the 8 mcmber countries, and

(2) each member country should pay its share of USH 500/- to the

' gcretariat within 30 days of receipt of intimation from the

cretarlgt.;

UJ 02

THE CHAIRMAN suvg»sted that the. Commission con81dﬂr the deswrablllty
of declaring a "South isia Tourism Decade"™, 30 as to ensure
continuity of the activities initiated during SATY.

MR, PRAS.LI (Wepal) suégested that the ”ﬁecade" should be frcm
1976, if it is to be a logical sequel to SATY. The emphasis could
"be on a different field of activity or a particular member country
each year.

MR, “BMED (Bangladesh) agreed that the "Decade" should be from
1976, but th» details of a programme could be worked cut later.

MR, IMRAN oHam (Pakistan) pointed out that a formal declzaration
of a "Decadu" was not necessary to continue the “ictivities
initiated during SATY. He suggested that member countries agree
on an annual programme, which could be reviewtd before deciding
on the next years programme.

MR. SETHI (India) stated that the declaration of a "Decade" was
in keeping with the philosphy and concept of tourism. 4is they had
noticed during SATY, such declarations provided tﬁe much neecded
impetus to increase tourist cansciousness end improve facilitics
within their cwn countrics. He sugg@stvd the stabliohmant of =«
data bank, cs one of thu measures Lo be implemented during the
"Deecade",

¥R. PRABHAKAR RANA (Chairman-PATA Nepal Chapter) inquired whethoer
the adoption of such slogans alone would help the growth of tourism.
e was of the 0pinion‘that basic problems facing the tourist
industry within member countries should be sclved first. The
linited resources available in the region should be spent.on
promnotion, rather than wasted on ceremonics and festivals.

of v
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THE HEGIONAL SECRETARY sugge sted thatAthe Commission adopt a
resclution to continue the activities initiated during S4TY, and
requesting the mpmhnr countries to congider the. desirability of
declaring 2 "3outh A91a Tourism Decudc"' Thlg would ensure

continuity, as well qs buable tbc*mbmbcrs uO exanine the full

inplications of ducllrlng such a "Dchdhn .

M. WLJAKLRLHLNAYAKE (sri Lanka) stated that they agreed with the
suggestion made by the Regional secretafy, since they sharcd in
both the enthusiasm and doubts ‘ypreqsed by members on this
proposal. He uggestud that the efforts initiated during S.7Y
should not only be contanbd but also 1ntcn31flwd ‘

MR. KALE (India Tourism Development Corporation) stated that ooy
meagure to develop tourism in the region should be supporsed, and —~
hence they were in favour of the proposal to declare 2 "Decadel,

MR. FEIZ-RiKHSH /Iran) expressed the view that the Commissica con’
not lose anything by adopting this measure, but on the obhen hand
might gain sowmecthing. . o :

THE COMMISSICN DECIDED that:

(1) a%"gouth asia Tourism Decode" should be declarcd from 197¢,

(2) the Sccretary-General and Exscutive Counc1l of the Wl e
be informed of this decision, and

(%) a prograrmme for this "Deccade" will be worked out at subsequent'
mectings  of the Commission.

ME. AHMED (Bongladesh) suggested that a rapporteur should bho

ZIT.

appointed at futurc meetings, so that a report on the prececdings
would be available to the nembers at the neeting itself.

MR. RAWAT {Commission's Representative on the TCPC) suggested thot
a summary of the decisions be given to the members at the end of
the meeting, rather than a report on the proceedings.

TES CHLIRMLN suggested that this matter be left to the Re g¢ontl
Secretary, to work out the mechanics of what was .practicable,

PLACE AND DATE OF NEYXT ME ETING

MR, LHMED (Bangladesh) stated that they had dlrtwdy indicabed ab
the last meeting their interest to host the next meeting this yeor.
Ue confirmed the invitation from Bangladesh to host the next
mecting in November. The rexact dates will be finalized in conmsul-
tation with the Regional SGCretary. ‘

of v
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MR. IMRAN SHLH (Pakistan) supported the offer from Banglzdosi,

THE CHAIRMAI thankéd Banglade¢sh for their kind invitotion, -
stated that India had offered to hoét a meeting ot any time if
therc were no other offers.

THE COMMISSICN DECIDED that: ]

(1) the invitation from Bangladesh to host the next mecting in
November should be agcepted, Subject to the finaligzation of
arrangements between the Government of Bangladesh and the
Regional Secretary, and

(2) the offer from India to host a meeting should be noted for
decision at a later date.

*

CLOSING SESSIONS

MR. AHMED (Bangiadesh) proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairmar
}

«xcellent arrangements and facilities provided for this mecting,
and welcomed all the members to the next mecting in Bangladash.

THE CHAIRMAN thanked the members, obscrvers, host country and
Conference Sccretariat staff for their co-opcraticn in the conduct
of the mecting. He then declared the Kathmandu éessipns of thu
SLRTC closed, ’ ' '
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